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1S EXHIBITION, THE SALE OF GAS; 
Pay GAS TO STREET-LAMPS; 
THE RIGHT TO LAY MAINS; 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PAR 






County CHAMBERS, 
CoRNHILL, Lonpon, E.C. 


WEE: R. P. SPICE, of Richmond, 





the Erection or Improvement of Gas-Works. 


ALMA WORKS, 


for the Purchase, Sale, or Leasing of Pro- | BY 
iar Gas-Works, ee ee ad WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; : . 
The Green, Richmond, S.W., Jan. 2, 1860. and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, J. O. N, RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 


Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes, 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 


TO GAS-METER MAKERS. — of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam — 


ANTED by the Cheltenham Gas § ‘J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 





Lonpon: JoHN W. PARKER and Son, West Strand, 














COMPANY, one or two METER-MAKERS. for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders | ° 
To experienced and steady men liberal encouragement | may be executed in a few days. | WANTED, an Assistant Foreman, 
will be given. Application, accompanied by Testi- Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, | who thoroughly understands the practical 
monials of character and qualifications, to be made to Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. supervision of the Manufacture of Gas-Meters. Good 


WILLIAM Esson, Engineer. 
Gas-Works, Cheltenham, April 17, 1860. 


N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, ( salary given. Apply to N. Derrizs, Gas-Meter Works, 
and Warranted. | Euston Roap, N.W. 


LORD REDESDALE’S ACT. 
GAS-METERS. 
D. HULETT & CO. 


Have always made their Meters with the Low Spouts; consequently no alteration is 
required. 


55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON. 














WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 
EstasiisHep 1840, 


JOHN EUNSON & SON, 


Gas Engineers, and Manufacturers of Clay Retorts 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 





THE IMPERIAL IRON TUBE COMPANY, 


(SUCCESSORS TO GEORGE B. LLOYD & CO.,) 

GAS STREET AND BERKLEY STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Tubes and Fittings, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER. 

PATENT GLASS ENAMELLED AND GALVANIZED TUBES, 


AND 


LAP-WELDED IRON BOILER TUBE 
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MEDALS AWARDED TO 


THOMAS GLOVER’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 


THOMAS GLOVER, 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, ayp 
ALLEN STREET, GOSWELL STREET, E.C. 

Established 1844. 


LORD REDESDALE’'S “SALE OF GAS BILL.” 


LONDON, August 15, 1859. 


Tuomas Grover takes the earliest opportunity of intimating to Gas Companies and his other Customers that, as Lord 
Redesdale’s ‘‘ Sale of Gas Bill” has determined the unit of measurement, he is now prepared to supply his Patent Dry Gas- 
Meters guaranteed to meet all the legal requirements of that bill. 

Tuomas Gtover confines his sole attention to the business of Gas-Meter Making. The propriety of his doing so is satis- 
factorily proved by his success; and, without the practice of any quackery, or any attempt to delude the public by an absurd 
exhibition of ‘‘ Old and New Valves,” his Meters are in general use by the Metropolitan Gas and other Companies in this || 
Country and abroad. For example, one Metropolitan Company have now in use above 12,500 of his Patent Dry Gas- 
Meters ; some of these Meters have been fixed for Fourteen Years, and are still in working order, without complaint from 
either the Company or the Consumer. 

Tuomas Guover thinks it necessary to put Gas Companies on their guard against parties selling Patent Dry Gas-Meters 
constructed in imitation of his, but unskilfully made on erroneous principles, and with improper and unsuitable materials. 
Tuomas Giover’s Workshops are now the most extensive in this or any other Country, and he is thereby enabled 
promptly to execute orders to any extent required. Purchasers may at any time inspect his Works and the Materials of which 
his Meters are constructed. He is ready to enter into Contracts with Gas Companies and others to uphold their Stock of his 
Meters for Twenty Years at an annual charge varying from 2} to 5 per cent., and to leave always in the hands of Gas Com- 
panies Three Years’ charge for upholding, as a guarantee for the fulfilment of the Contract. 








CROSLEY & C QO. 
ARE PREPARED TO SUPPLY GAS COMPANIES AND OTHERS WITH 
DUPLICATES of Mr. KINGS CUBIC FOOT TRANSFERRER, 
Similar to that Manufactured by them, and verified by 
The ASTRONOMER ROYAL, and Professor MILLER, of Cambridge, 


ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT, 
Which was deposited by C. and Co. in the Office of the 
COMPTROLLER-GENERAL of the EXCHEQUER before Nov. 13, in compliance with the, 


“ACT FOR REGULATING MEASURES USED IN SALES OF GAS.” 


THEY ALSO SUPPLY 


TEST Saou eeeeS 
Graduated by the Standard Cubic Foot. 


108, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, 





























—_—— 





April 24, 1860.1 





CON TEN TS. 
Leading Articles:— 
Notes upon Passing Events. 
Circular to Gas Companies 
Correspondence :— 
The Floats of Wet Gas-Meters . 
The Delegates and the —s Gas Company 
Gasometers or Gasholders_ . a. ata 
Gasin New Zealand. ..... 
Register of New Patents :— 
Sievier, R. W.—Improvements in Removing Gases caused by Com- 
bustion . 7 ae 
Cashels, E. S., and ‘Splatt, s .—Improvements i in Gas-Meters . , 
Robinson, G.’D. a vapeaanaeae in Apparatus for Regulating “the 
Pressure-of Gas. 2 
Wadsworth, J. —Improvements i in Apparatus for Measuring Gas, & &e. . 
Hart, H. W. —Improvements in Gas Burners . 
Millar, J.—Improvements in Reflectors 
Provisional Protections. . . . . 
Noticesto Proceed . . . . . 
|| Legal Intelligence :— 
|| Thames Police -wadererds of ane eh the oe raeeees 
| Gas Company : 2 
|| Miseellaneous News :— 
|| Meeting of the London Gaslight Company > 
Meeting of the Surrey Consumers’ Gas ay - 
Meeting of the Commercial Gas Company . 
Meeting of the Imperial Gas Company 
fhe Metropolitan Gas Supply— 
Westminster District Bi Board of ae 
Sale of Gas Act . ° 
Ecclefechan, Dumfriesshire m a 
Presentation of a Testimonial to Mr. W. J. Warner . 
|| Price Cent. wt 











NOTICES. 


|| The subscription is 15s. per annum, if paid in advance during the month 

of January, or 18s. credit, in two sums of 9s. each, in July and 

January of each year. Post-Office orders must be made payable at the 

Charing-Cross Money-Order Office, to William H. Bennett, No. 42, 

Parliament Street, Westminster. 

|| The next number will be published on Tuesday, May 8, and the subse- 

quent numbers on each successive alternate Tuesday. 

|| Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to expose 

= stamp; they are otherwise liable to the full postage charge for 

etters. 

|; This Journnat has been duly registered at the General Post Office for 
transmission abroad. 

All Communications to be addressed to the Editor, No. 42, Parliament 
Street, Westminster; and orders for Advertisements to the Publisher, | 
Mr. W. B. King, No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 





‘THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


——sB 











TUESDAY, APRIL 24, 1860. 





NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 


'|Ir is curious to remark how gradually the conviction of the 
‘utter incapacity of the English ‘ doctrinaire” school of politi- 
|| clans, 
has discovered that the new Stamp Acts have been drawn up 


'|ing details of almost all the legislative measures lately intro- 
duced are essentially defective. But unfortunately the men, 
who thus discover the more recent short comings of our rulers, 





'| most the necessary consequences of the system from which our 
||modern style of government emanates; and that the errors 
1] ‘complained of are inherent to all attempts to interfere with the 
free exercise of individual liberty, by the partisans of central 
‘organization. The Bills lately introduced by the present Home 
| Secretary, for a revision of the laws of highways, and for the 
| supervision of Municipal Corporation Loans and Mortgages, 
|| may be cited as illustrations of this tendency of the new school ; 
and, if allowed to pass, they will establish, in fact, amongst 
us the principle that municipal bodies are minors incapable of 
‘acting, or thinking, for themselves without the control and di- 
rection of their natural guardians, the Central Administration. 
|| Hitherto, no attention has been called to these insidicus Bills, 
||and, of course, the Government will strive to avoid the discus- 
||sion of their principles ; so that even if the blunders of the 
| empirical law-makers (whom it has been proposed by some of 
Nac wits of Lincoln’s Inn to call “ the tinker’s cads”’) in the | 
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is forcing itself upon the public mind. Even the Times | 


|\in a very careless and disgraceful manner, and that the work. | 


have failed to perceive that those very short comings are al- | 
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prevented or set to ‘rights, there ‘would still remain serious 
grounds for apprehending that the logical consequences of the 
principles sought to be established would make themselves felt 
in other instances. The present Administration seeks, indeed, 
to apply the foreign doctrine that the State must control all) 
local government ; and the results of that doctrine may be - 
distinctly perceived amongst our neighbours, that he who runs 
may read them. We may, in our turn, begin to day by estab- 
lishing an administrative control over the power of Municipal 
Corporations to raise loans ; but we may be sure that ere long | 
we, also, shall hereafter arrive at the absurd conclusion of| 

| calling upon the State to protect and defend the interests of 
the oyster trade, to license rag collectors, or to regulate the| 
diapason of barrel-organs. | 
Something of this kind is actually taking place with respect | 

to the Adulteration of Food Bill, which involves, to a great) 
_ extent, the mischievous system of State intervention in the) 
| details of trade, or even of daily life, to w hich we so strongly | 
object. This measure, to the eternal shame of our present) 
_ House of Commons, has passed through all the stages of an | 
| Act, s so far as that House is concerned, and it is now before 
| the House of Lords; who, perhaps, may save the Statute- book | 





> | from being disgraced by a measure which is as utterly at 


| variance with the laws of English grammar, as it is with those | 
| of common sense, or of justice. We are told, for instance, 
that ‘‘ the practice of adulterating articles of Food and Drink”’ | 
(as though Food were synonymous wit!: solid Food, in contra- || 
distinction to liguid Food) “ for sale, in fraud of Her } Majesty's | 
| subjects, &c., requires to be repressed.” Now, we boldly | 
| assert that it would have been impossible to have united in one | 
sentence a greater number of blunders than are to be found i in | 
the preamble from which these words are quoted; and if the 
adulteration of food be an offence so heinous as it is now said 
to be, there surely ought to be some punishment for the persons 
who thus adulterate the Quceen’s English. But it may be 
supposed that the parties who seek to create places for paid 
analysts are like Mrs. Squeers, in one respect at least, ‘and 
that they have a due sense of thankfulness that “‘ they are no 
grammarians ;” yet it would seem, to ordinary mortals, that 
even the officers of the House of Commons were bound to 
prevent their masters from such painful exhibitions of ignorance 
| as may be discovered in this unlucky Bill. Any candidate for a 
landing-waiter’s situation would, indeed, have been rejected by 
| the Civil Service Commissioners, if he had dared to present a 
| paper written in such utter defiance of the laws of the English 
, language as this Adulteration of Food Bill. The grammatical 
| defects of the measure, are, however, venial in comparison with 
those it contains against the laws of justice, and it is princi- 
pally on the latter account that it seems to us that it behoves| 
| the members of the trading community to bestir themselves, in 
' order to prevent, if possible, this mischievous and ridiculous | 
| Bill from becoming the law of the land. It is true that the 
Bill is so utterly absurd, and so contradictory in every one of 
| its details, that it will be impossible to carry it into effect ; but 
it may become a source of annoyance and expense to the! 
| trading community, if its powers should happen to fall into 
the hands of the designing schemers who introduced it to our 
poco curante legislators. Like all the recent measures for the 
persecution of industry, this new Bill starts with the assumption 
| that an accusation is a primd facie reason for believing in the 
| existence of guilt in the accused ; and it carefully excludes him 
| from any favourable chances of interpretation, or of trial. It 
however, does this—viz., it creates many new places of pay 
and profit ; and we do not hesitate at once to say that its pro- 
moters had that object mainly in view. 


And ‘thus it is that the tax-paying public pays, and 
grumbles, without stopping to ask ‘the reason why” the 
local taxation, and the Civil Service Estimates, are continually 
augmenting. Formerly Englishmen protected themselves, 
educated themselves, and governed themselves: now, they 
seem to have lost their faculty of self-reliance and to require 
a system of dry nursing, such as is in fashion abroad. As 
trees may be judged by their fruits, we should do wisely, be- 
fore we went much further in our present course, to examine 
at least the practical results of the paternal system of Adminis- 
tration. Our Anglo-Norman spirit of independence may 
have its defects; but what are they in comparison with the 
results of the system which makes the public authorities the 
| guardians of individual rights, the redressers of individual 
wrongs ? Our taxation may be, as we have said, continually in- 
creasing ; but even with all the blunders of our modern legisla- | 

















| details of the latest changes of our administrative system be 
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tion our population, and our material prosperity, are also increas- 
ing; and it would be well if our so-called Social Science Pro- 
fessors would contrast these results with those shadowed forth 
in the decreasing population of France, and the gradual dege- 
neration of the race of men in that country, as exemplified in 
the necessity for the reduction in the standard of height of 
conscripts. 

In our last number, we alluded to the agitation the Times 
has lately raised against the administration of the Post Office, 
and expressed our hearty concurrence in the efforts thus being 
made to secure the reform of that service. It seems that the 
pressure thus brought to bear has been productive of some 
good already, and that the Post Office authorities have even 
been made to feel that an investigation of some description 
‘into the arcana of their trade was required. In order, how- 
ever, to make this remedy as anodyne as possible, they have 
|taken the investigation into their own hands ; whereupon the 
Times very properly remarks that such a course will by no 
means satisfy the public, for no one, whether a functionary or 
an ordinary mortal, is likely to judge his own delinquencies 
‘with a severe eye, and it is ridiculous to expect that a noto- 
,Tiously defective branch of the civil service should reform it- 
self. But the Times, in this case also, passes over the real 
source of eyil, and it attempts to deal with effects without 
| touching upon causes. The real principle involved is, that the 
| defects of the Post Office arise from its being, in fact, an in- 
| dustrial operation carried on by people who have no direct in- 
iterest in the results, and who are not practically, or person- 
‘ally, responsible for their own official mistakes, or follies. 
‘The State has turned letter-carrier, and it is, therefore, im- 
‘possible to obtain any redress for the grievances to which 
'this state of things gives rise. A great step would be gained 








if the Post Office could be made responsible for its acts, in | 
| had been previously exempt from them. Thus the pleuro- 


precisely the same manner as a common carrier would be; and 
juntil this really is the case, it will be in vain to call for re- 
‘forms in the Post Office. 


| Another illustration of the mode in which the old land- | 


‘marks of our laws are being so often tampered with, is to be 
‘found in the New Bankruptcy Bills ; for the twentieth Bill 
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| after having committed great ravages in Holland, and in our 


| 
| 
| 


‘upon this subject within the last twenty years may at least be | 


| cited as proving the danger of dealing with a subject of such 
extreme complication, in any hasty or empirical spirit. The 
commercial community, we think, does not take the interest 
it ought to do in this question ; and it is to be feared that the 
changes about to be made in the Bankruptcy laws will simply 
render the existing confusion worse confounded. Those of our 
readers who are actually engaged in commerce would do 
wisely to bestir themselves at once in the matter ; and to all 
who are subject to taxation for local purposes we likewise re- 
commend a careful supervision of the conduct of the Govern- 
ment in the case of the renewal of the Poor Law Act. Gas 
and Water Companies would in their turn do wisely to or- 
ganize at once some permanent committee for the purpose of 
defending their interests when the anticipated Bill, for the last 
named purpose, shall be before the Legislature, and of securing 
some more rational system of rating their property than now 
exists. 


siderations connected with the erection of the works entrusted 


lesson which the latter will consign at once to the waste paper 
basket. But the taxpayers ought to take note of Mr. S. Her- 
bert’s admission, and to insist upon some real Administrative 


travagance which go on in the Government works is shame- 
ful. 
of one of the graving docks (cut out of the rock be it ob- 
served) was executed entirely in Roman Cement mortar, al- 
though at the very gates of the Arsenal there were some im- 
portant blue lias lime works, We know also that the chim- 
ney of the new factory at Enfield cost just about three times 
as much as a similar work, under the orders of a Civil En- 
gineer, would have done. In these cases again the mischief 
arises from the absence of a sense of direct personal interest 
and responsibility on the part of the agents employed; and 
without perhaps going the whole length of the American 
politician, we can hardly refrain from the suspicion that the na- 
tion would do wisely if it did all its wars by contract. 

Dr, Letheby, in his last Report, as printed in the Times, 
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seems to have assumed a more moderate, and, we think, also 
a more philosophical, tone than he had been wont to do; for 
he abandons, to some extent, the extreme doctrines of the 
** sewer-poison ” school; and he states that, although every- 
thing should be done to combat this source of evil, society 
should not leave undone the works required for removing 
other baneful actions upon human life. Sanitary science is, 
indeed, only in its infancy; and, as Dr. Letheby evidently 
feels this in a forcible manner, he will, in all probability, now 
be able to advance its true interests; the error, into which he, | 
and so many of his colleagues, had fallen, having mainly con- 
sisted in the belief that they had discovered the panacea for 
the waste of life which occurs in towns. The fact is, that the 
circumstances which affect the public health are of an ex- 
tremely complicated nature, especially when large bodies of 
men and women are collected together within confined areas ; 
and it must be absurd, therefore, to talk of a natural rate of 
mortality, derived from observations made in thinly inhabited 
districts, as being applicable to the populations of large towns. 
Whilst upon this subject, we would beg to direct Dr. Letheby’s 
attention—and, indeed, the attention of all writers upon Sani- 
tary Science—to some phenomena bearing upon the state of 
the public health, hitherto unnoticed, so far as we are aware, 
at least. We allude, firstly, to the great mortality now said 
to prevail amongst the sheep in Cumberland and Westmore- 











Mr. Sydney Herbert seems at last to have discovered a | 
fact which was patent to all the world, viz., that the Royal | 
Engineers paid very little attention to the commercial con- | boring is still being carried on in the red marls of the new red | 


_ sandstone series, at a depth of 884 feet from the surface; and | 
to their care; and he has read the Ordnance authorities a | 





Reform in this respect ; for in sober truth the waste and ex- | extremely interesting applications of Geological science to 
| Hydraulic Engineering. 
We ourselves saw once at Devonport that the backing | 





| 
! 


| his constituents to pay for the ‘‘ Goose Island” schemes he 


land ; and the marked ravages exercised by the plant and leaf- 
eating caterpillars, larve, and beetles during the last autumn. 
The question these phenomena seem to us to raise is, whe- 
ther there be, or be not, any connexion between the health of 
human beings, and the health of the vegetable and animal 
sources of food? and this question would appear to be con- 
stantly assuming a greater importance, from the fact that 
some of the forms of epizoty are extending to regions which 


pneumonia of cattle has made its appearance in Massachusetts, 


own fen districts; and the vine and mulberry-leaf diseases are 
constantly displacing their theatres of action. 

A rather curious and interesting result has lately been ob- 
tained in sinking a well at Redhill, to which the attention of 
Geologists may be directed. In this case, Mr. Docwra was 
employed to execute a well for Mr. Gurney, and after sinking 
to a depth of 73 feet from the surface, he began to bore. At 
about 109 feet from the surface, the lower green sand seems 
to have terminated; the boring was continued to about 419 
feet from the surface, in alternate beds of blue marl and stone, 
and then passed into the variegated clays of the Wealden series, 
in which it was stopped, at a total depth of 442 feet from the 
surface. Now, the interesting part of this story is, that the 
variegated clays here traversed resembled, in a striking manner, 
those which were met with in the great boring at Highgate 
and at Warnham Court, near Horsham. It becomes, there- 
fore, a matter of interest to discover the precise geological 
nature and position of these clays, in order to arrive at some 
more definite opinions than it is now possible to do with re- 
spect to the geological disturbances under London. Mr. 
Doewra has also lately executed some other wells which 
possess a degree of geological importance nearly equal to that 
of the Redhill one; as, for instance, at Rugby, where the) 





at Lidsing, near Maidstone, where the boring has attained a) 
depth of about 537 feet from the surface, and is bring carried 
on in the chalk marl. We hope to be able, on some future 
occasion, to communicate more definite information on these 


In Liverpool, a great rage for Street improvement appears to 
prevail in the Town Council, and works are proposed which 
will require at least the imposition of a 3d. rate. Really the 
dwellers in the Tyre of the North deserve great credit for their 
public spirit in this matter, especially after the destruction of 
their ancient resources for the payment of works of town im- 
provement; and their conduct may fairly be held up as a 
warning and a lesson to the inhabitants of the Metropolis. 
Sir John Shelley, for instance, would do well to ponder on the 
principle the Liverpool people now apply, of paying for the im- 
provement of their town out of their own funds ; and he should 
labour, more earnestly than he has lately done, to persuade 





Dublin is apparently in 
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has found it expedient to patronize. 





















































schemes; and, in the meantime, the towns of Liverpool, Man- 
chester, and Glasgow, are all clamouring for extensions of their 
water supplies. 
to deficiencies, or to sources of loss which had not originally 
been taken into account. Whilst this term “ gravitation” is 
before us, we cannot refrain from adding that our somewhat 
credulous contemporary, the Builder, and the Railway Engi- 
neers who prompt its present twaddle, have ‘ discovered” 
near Westbourne Terrace, the spring which in former times 
supplied the conduit in Cheapside, aud that they recom- 
mend its application for the supply of the Serpentine. These 
amiable dabblers in science have unfortunately forgotten that 
the delivery of a spring in the course of a very wet winter is 


'|no criterion of its probable delivery in the summer: and that 


the very spring in question was abandoned, hecause ofits in- 
sufficiency under the ordinary circumstances of drought, that is 
to say, even in years of a normal character. 
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the agonies of a fierce water discussion, and very hard words | Enclosed in the foregoing letter, was a revised copy of the 
are being daily exchanged between the partisans of the rival Treasury minute of March 24, published in our last number, 


| 


| 


| Government towards providing the standard apparatus required by the Act, 


We have lately heard serious complaints of the unpleasant, | 


even if not actively mischievous, effects of the system adopted 
at Dover, Hastings, and Brighton, of discharging the contents 
of the sewers upon the sea-beach at about the level of half 
tide ; and, as we have reason to believe, that this very repre- 
hensible course of proceeding has been followed in other towns 
under the direct control of the Board of Health (in its former 
state, or in its present disorganized condition), we respectfully 
request to know what is the good of that sleepy guardian of the 
public Health? In far too many cases, indeed, the question of 
the disposal of sewerage refuse is left to settle itself as it best 
may ; and we look in vain for the Report of the Royal Com- 
mission upon the subject. It is a very grave one, however, 
and we cannot but regret that it meets with so little attention 
from those who would be able to advance its solution. At 
present, it is entirely in the hands of empirics. 

Amongst the colonial journals late come to hand, the only 
matter of importance, or, at least, of interest to the engineering 
world, is the confirmation of the discovery of gold, in the drift 
of the river Buller, in New Zealand. What strange openings 
are thus made for the superabundant populations of the old 
world! and what glorious fields are opened for our energies ! 
It always strikes us, however, that Englishmen are far from 
deriving all the benefit they might do from their possessions in 
the Pacific; and a very short time since we were painfully 
convinced that little had been done to bring before the atten- 
tion of the commercial world the resources (in the way of tim- 
ber and of gums) either of Australia, of New Zealand, Van- 
couver’s Island, or even of Borneo. Commerce (like Govern- 
ments) gets into grooves; and when once in, ‘tis very hard to 
get it out of them again. 

We call the attention of our readers to the publication of the 
third volume of M. Daguin’s Traité de Physique. It contains, 
amongst other interesting matter, a valuable chapter on 
Photometry. 


Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue note appended to the Article on the Sale of Gas Act in 
the last number of our Journat will have prepared our readers 
for the fact, that the Circumlocution Office has at length com- 
plied with the urgent request of the meter manufacturers, and 
consented that things shall be called by their right names. 
The Lords of the Treasury felt themselves bound, no doubt, to 
support the officer they had appointed; but there are limits 
beyond which even official esprit de corps cannot go; and, after 
the meter manufacturers had stated their case, red tape itself 
could no longer resist the influx of common sense; and the 
main point in dispute was conceded with good grace, as ap- 
pears from the following letter addressed by the Secretary to 
the Treasury, to the Chairman of the Association of Gas- 
Meter Manufacturers :— 








i Treasury Chambers, April 7, 1860. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 28th ult., 1am directed by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit herewith the enclosed 
documents, which have been circulated by their lordsbips’ directions, for the 
purpose of carrying out the provisions of the Gas Act of last session. 

I am to observe that, in the Minute of 24th ult., and also in the circular 
of 3rd inst., my lords have applied the term gasholder to the instrument 
which is usually designated gasholder by persons connected with the manu- 
facture of gas-meters. 

In reply to the memorial enclosed in your letter, I am to state that my 
lords have come to no decision as to the appointment of inspector.—I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, Gero. A. HamItton. 

: Mr. Robert Beverley, 
Chairman of the Association of Gas-Meter Manufacturers. 


} 


| every instance in which it occurred; and, among the other 
Evidently gravitation water-works are exposed | documents enclosed, was the following copy of a Treasury cir- 
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with the term “‘ gasholder”’ substituted for ‘‘ gas-measurer”’ in 


cular addressed to the public authorities, by whom the Sale of 
Gas Act is to be put in operation :-— 
MEASUREMENT OF Gas Act. 
Treasury Chambers, April 3, 1860. 

Sir,—Numerous applications having reached the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury from justices of the peace and town councils, re- 
questing information as to the course which they should adopt for availing 
themselves of the provisions of the ‘‘ Act for Regulating Measures used in 
Sales of Gas,’’ 22 and 23 Vict. c. 66, I have been directed by their lordships 
to circulate, and I transmit to you herewith, copies of two reports addressed 
to the Board of Treasury by the Astronomer Royal, on the llth February 
and 12th March last, together with copy of their lordships’ minute, dated 
24th March, 1860, which will show what has been done by Her Majesty’s 


and will explain the steps which should be taken by the local authorities for 
procuring copies of the same. 

All the instruments alluded to in the Treasury Minute of 24th March have 
been deposited at the Exchequer-Office, with the exception of the ‘ gas- 
holder,” or instrument for measuring, referred to by the Astronomer Royal 
as the “ gas-measurer,”’ which will be supplied with the least possible delay. 

It must rest with the justices of the peace and town councils to order for 
themselves such of the instruments, and to employ such manufacturer as 
they may think proper ; but their lordships suggest that it will be desirable 
to impose upon the manufacturer the obligation, not only of supplying the 
apparatus properly stamped with the Exchequer Seal, but of adjusting it 
when put up in the town or place for which it is ordered, and delivering it 
after adjustment to the inspector. 

I am to add that my lords do not intend to supply any instruments, except 
to the chief magistrates of the three cities named in the Act.—I am, Sir, 
your obedient servant, Gero, A. HamILton, 


Another document, which will be found elsewhere in our 
present issue, also accompanied Mr. Hamilton’s letter. It 
is a ‘“‘ Further Report from the Astronomer Royal,” dated 
March 12, made after the interviews of the deputation from 
the meter manufacturers with the Secretary to the Treasury, 
and with the President of the Board of Trade. The object of 
this further report is to vindicate the recommendations of the 
original one, and to suggest a compromise, for the purpose, as 
the Astronomer Royal says, of preventing the ‘‘ calamitous 





consequences,” which were pointed out with great force by 
the deputation, of referring the question again to legislation. | 
He condoles with the meter-makers on the dilemma in which 
they are placed, and calls on the Lords of the Treasury to join | 
in sympathizing with them in their desire to avoid farther| 
delay ; and, having thus shown the deep interest he takes in! 
their case, he proceeds to point out the means by which the 
Sale of Gas Act may be rendered a practicable measure. 
Though still entertaining the opinion that the word “ testing,” 
used in the Act, is not sufficiently explicit, and that it does 
not include an examination of the wheel-work of meters, he is 
willing and anxious, in order to remove that difficulty, to 
submit the legal interpretation to their lordships; and, if they 
should be of opinion that the word “ register,” so often re- 
peated in the 12th section, includes the wheel-work by which 
the registration is to be effected, why then the Astronomer 
Royal thinks there will be no necessity for further legislation 
at the present time. He next points out to their lordships the 
apparatus necessary for testing gas-meters, which, he states, 
consists of the following parts :—‘‘A weight of 62°321 pounds ; 





a vessel containing ove cubic foot; a transferrer, by which 
successive cubic feet can be discharged into another vessel ; a 
gas-measurer, applicable immediately to the testing of meters.” | 
The Act, however, only specifies three things: the weight, the| 
cubic foot, and gasholder; and, as four are necessary, in the 
superior wisdom of the Astronomer Royal, he now proposes— 
after the objections raised to his original proposition, which 
was to exclude gasholders, and substitute the transferrer in 
its place—as a means of removing all difficulties, “ that the 
word ‘ gasholders ’ in the Act be interpreted as including both 
the ‘ transferrer’ and the ‘ gas-measurer.’ ”” 
grand, notable scheme which the “further report” of the 
Astronomer Royal proposed to the Lords of the Treasury to 
remove the difficulties caused by his practical ignorance of the 





This is the new, || 





subject referred to him ; and it is difficult to say whether the! | 


original report, in which one thing was substituted for ancther, | 
or the supplement, wherein it is proposed to remove all diffi- 
culties by calling two different things one and the same, exhi- 
bits the greater departure from common sense, and from a 
practical appreciation of the requirements necessary to carry 
the Act into operation. 

The light thrown into the recesses of the Circumlocution 
Office by the deputation from the meter manufacturers, en- 
abled the Lords of the Treasury to see the untenable nature of 
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these propositions, and they very judiciously rejected both, | 
and determined that the instrument which has hitherto been 
called a gasholder, shall continue to be so called, and shall be 
deposited at the Exchequer Office as the standard instrument 
|for testing gas-meters, which the Sale of Gas Act clearly and | 
| distinctly specifies. We trust that the moral which stands | 
forth conspicuously in all the annoyances and difficulties that | 
have arisen in attempting to put the Act in operation will not | 
| be lost on their lordships, and that when, in future, any-thing 
practical is to be done, they will employ practical men to do it. | 
| Mr. H. B. Sheridan has give notice of his intention to move 


|in the House of Commons for the production of additional 
documents, which may serve to throw further light on some of | 
, the proceedings connected with the Sale of Gas Act, and may | 
remove the obscurity and reconcile the contradictions in 
which Mr. George Glover’s appointment is involved. The | 
| papers to be moved for are :— 


Copies of all correspondence between the Lords Commissioners of Her Ma- | 
jesty’s Treasury, the Board of Trade, the Comptroller of the Exchequer, and 
the Astronomer Royal, since the return laid before this House on the 22nd 
day of February last, in reference to the Sale of Gas Act ; 





| April, 1860. 


Within little more than three months from the present time, 
the fixing of an unstamped meter will be illegal; it is there- 





| the time that has been lost. 
|of the peace and town councils distinctly informs them that 
they must provide the requisite apparatus; consequently, 
| there can be no excuse for not taking immediate steps to pro- 
|cure the testing instruments necessary to set the inspectors to 
|work. As the obstacles to action are now removed, the stag- 
nation that has, for some time past, prevailed in the meter 
trade, will thus be succeeded by unwonted activity, and it will 
\require the utmost exertions on their part, and uncommon 
/energy at the Exchequer Office, to supply the demand for the 
real gasholders to be used in testing meters. 

The Easter recess has prevented the further progress of 
Sir John Shelley’s Bill, “for better Regulating the Supply of 
Gas to the Metropolis,” though many petitions have been pre- 
sented against it. ‘Twenty gas companies, who consider that 
their interests will be more or less affected by the bill are 
among the petitioners, also Mr. Spice, the lessee of the 
Wanflsworth and Putney works ; 


tan vestries and district boards. 
we presume, are not genuine opponents, but are sailing 


of which they may not approve. It is expected that the com- 
“mittee will be named on Friday next the 27th inst.; and, con- 
sidering the advanced period of the session, it will require 
great forbearance in the promoters, and as well as in the op- 
ponents of the bill, from entering on any questions, but those 
immediately at issue, if a satisfactory settlement is to be ar- 
rived at this year. 

The new portion of Westminster Bridge has been for some 
nights past lighted from dark till two o’clock in the morning 
by means of 9 lime-lights, erected under the direction of the 
Universal Lime-Light Company. Each light has taken the 
|| place of four ordinary gas-lights, and is stated to be equal to 
|40 wax candles in illuminating power ; but, whether the rays 
| reflected by a bright sheet of tin placed behind each light are 
taken into account, we have no means of judging. A rotatory 
| motion is communicated to the lime by clock-work, and the 
intelligent person under whose care the experiment is con- 
;ducted, informs us that the lime requires to be changed every 
| two hours. The lights are about 100 feet apart, ond | so far as 
| we can judge from one inspection, the bridge is as well lighted 
les it has hitherto been by gas. The oxygen is manufactured 
from the peroxide of manganese under one of the arches of the 
old bridge, and the consumption of each light per hour is 
aman to be 3 cubic feet of oxygen and 3 cubic feet of coal 
| gas ; but the consumption of oxygen would, it is said, be less, 
\if pure hydrogen were used. ‘These facts afford some data 
upon which to base an estimate of the relative cost of the two sys- 
| tems of illumination, and assuming that the cost of the oxygen 
is 2d. per cubic foot (£8. 6s. 8d. per 1000 feet, which is less 
| than the sum stated by the best authorities), and assuming 
also that a coal gas-burner, consuming 15 cubic feet per hour, 
,will give a light of 40 wax candle illuminating power, the 
following will be the cost of the gas consumed by a lime-light 





| 








And of the Treasury Circular on the same subject, dated the 3rd day of | 


fore necessary that the utmost activity be used to make up for | 

The Treasury circular to justices | 

_ labour by reason of the present state of the law in respect of | 
obstructions of the highways from the laying of gas-mains and || 
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| may be taken in round figures to be the number of hours per 


| to patentees, 


' authorities general powers to permit such obstructions as often 


and strangely associated with | 
these petitioners against the bill, are several of the metropoli- | 
These parochial bodies, | 
| will be conferred on such bodies, they will in all probability | 
under false colours for the purpose of gaining a locus standi | 
before the committee, in case any compromise be proposed | 
| the demand for gas in the rapidly growing districts of the metro- | 
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‘| and t by a gas-light of equal intensity per 4000 hours, which 


annum during which each street- lamp in London is lighted :— 
Lrug-Lieut. 
12,000 cubic feet of oxygen gas at 2d. 











per foot .. .. £100 0 0 
12,000 cubic feet of coal wake ‘at 4s. 6d. 
per 1000 feet ; ‘ 214 0 
£102 14 0 
Coat Gas-Lient. 
60,000 cubic feet of coal gas at 4s. 6d. | 
per 1000 feet -. £1310 O i 


| In other words, the cost of gas for the lime-light is about seven | 
and a half times greater than that of the cost of coal gas, to say || 
nothing of the lime and the attendant labour, or the payments | 
or expenses of management, &c. These figures, 
prove that, in a commercial point of view, the system cannot), 
be successfully applied to street-lighting, and much less so to || 


| domestic illumination, unless some considerably more @cono- || 


mical mode of producing oxygen be discovered; and it is in || 


| this direction that the researches of the promoters of 7 


system have the greatest chance of success. 

The Home Secretary has appointed this afternoon for the | 
reception of a deputation from the Longton and other gas! 
companies, who complain of the grievances under which they |, 


service-pipes by companies without statutory powers. The | 


' object of the deputation i is, we believe, to induce the Govern- || 


ment to bring in a Bill for conferring upon local parochial || 


as they may think fit. Such powers will, we apprehend, never | 
be sanctioned by the Legislature, and the Home Secretary will, | 
in all probability, tell the deputation that Parliament has pro- 
vided in the Gas- Works Clauses Act of 1847, a code of legis- | 
lation for the regulation of gas companies; and that relief from | 
the grievances complained of may be obtained by their adopting | 
the provisions of that Act, and submitting to the control of Par- | | 
liament. Something may be done towards diminishing the ex- 
penses of an application to Parliament, or possibly the Justices | 
in Quarter Session might be invested with some limited powers 
in the matter, but it is an absurdity to propose that the local | 
parochial authorities should have any control ; and, if the mem- | 
bers of the deputation entertain the idea that any such powers | 


be disappointed. | 
A remarkable instance of the extraordinary development of 





polis, was mentioned by the Secretary of the Imperial Gas Com- | 
pany, at the last half yearly meeting, which demands especial 
notice. He stated that the increase in the consumption of gas 
supplied by his company during the last quarter over the cor- 
responding quarter of the preceding year, was 72,000,000 | 
cubic feet! Many of our provincial readers will be startled at | 
such a fact, and ought to profit by it in being themselves pre- | 
pared for the contingency of an unexpected demand. The 
directors and officers of the Imperial Company deserve great | 
credit for the foresight which has enabled them to meet this 
enormous increase in spite of the difficulties under which they | 
laboured by reason of the injunction hanging over them in res- | 
pect of their Fulham works, and the large expenditure of ca- || 
pital now in progress is amply justified by the prospective de- || 
mands upon their resources. | 
We refer with considerable reluctance to the painful dis- || 
cussion which took place at the meeting of the Surrey Com- | 
pany, in consequence of an assertion by Mr. Anderson, a! 
former assistant of Mr. Croll’s, and the holder of one £10 
share in that company, to the effect that the dilapidations on | 
those works would require an expenditure of £10,000 for their | 
restoration. Leaving out of consideration the questionable 
taste which prompted such an attack from one who, in al 
great measure, owes his present position to the patronage of 
his former employer, the simple fact that a gentleman of the 
well-known integrity and experience of Mr. Robert Jones 
had been retained by the Company to protect their interests, 
is an ample guarantee to the shareholders against such a con- 
tingency as Mr. Anderson suggests, and the small encourage- 
ment he received from the meeting will, we apprehend, induce 
him to desist from all such frivolous and reckless attacks for 








the future. 





























ei tan ie Je hm 








—_— 





April 24, 1860.} 


THE JOURWAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


257 








Correspondence. 
THE FLOATS OF WET GAS-METERS. 

Sre,—In your “ Circular to Gas Companies” of the 27th of last 
month, I observe you remark upon a difficulty which has arisen in 
consequence of the short range given to the float of those water- 
meters which have been altered or made to suit the requirements of 
the Sale of Gas Act. This arrangement has, doubtless, been the 
cause of much annoyance to those who have used these meters, in 
consequence of the partial or complete shutting off of the gas at 
times, even when the water-line has been recently adjusted, and 
before any evaporation had taken place. Much attention has, 
therefore, been directed to this subject both by meter-makers 
and gas companies, and my object in addressing you is to point out, 
in your remarks, a statement which, being taken in a different 
sense to that which you doubtless intended, will lead to further 
trouble and annoyance to those who are endeavouring to settle a 
plan by which this defect may be remedied. 

The statement is contained in the following paragraph :—“ The 
cutting down of the spouts to the true wbeline has occasioned 
more difficulty than some manufacturers at first contemplated, and 
has given rise to numerous complaints, owing to the closing of the 
float-valves upon a sudden increase of pressure.” 

This increase of pressure is, I presume, contemplated by you to 
take place during the time the meter is actually at work, and is, 
in consequence, equivalent to an increase of consumption. The 
shutting off of the valve at correct water-line, or at a time when 
sufficient evaporation has not taken place to render it justifiable, 
being in most cases, if not in every case, owing solely to too great 
an increase of consumption, it is important that this paragraph be 
properly understood. The following remarks, founded upon expe- 
riments, will sufficiently show the truth of what I advance; 
and those who wish to do so, can very easily satisfy themselves by 
repeating the experiments :— 

The front, or water-line of the “square front,” does not suffer 

jany perceptible depression when the highest pressure employed 
by any gas company is put upon the inlet of the meter, at a time 


pressure being the same above the outlet water-line, or the water 
contained in that part of the meter in which the wheel or mea- 
suring-drum revolves. 

Now, for every foot per hour which is passed through the meter, 
the quantity so passed being regulated at the burner, as is usual 
with consumers’ burners, there is a corresponding depression of the 
front water-line; and this is without regard to the pressure upon 
the inlet at the time the rate of consumption was fixed. 

Now it is clear from this that, at a certain rate of consumption, 
no matter how caused, whether by increasing the pressure at the 
inlet without readjusting the cocks of the burners, or by putting 
ona greater number of burners without increasing the pressure at 
the inlet, a depression is produced in the front water-line equal to 
the range of the float. 

In an ordinary 3-light meter, as you observe, the range cannot 





30 to 35 feet per hour will bring down the front water-line to that 
extent; consequently, friction apart, the float resting on the water- 
line should bring the valve to its seat, and shut off the gas. 

In practice, it does not actually do so, the slight uncertain fric- 
tion of the wires sometimes delaying it till a consumption of more 
than 40 feet per hour. A 3-light meter is reckoned to pass 18 feet 
per hour, which is sufficient for three tolerably good argand 
burners ; and this rate of consumption brings down the front water- 
line to about one-half the extent allowed. 

If, therefore, the consumption did not exceed 18 feet per hour, 
the valve would not be shut off; but if, at the time an 14 or 2-inch 
pressure is on the inlet, it be found necessary to increase a con- 
sumption of, say 12 feet per hour, by lighting an ordinary coarse 
30-hole argand burner, after the manner in which it is usually 
done by a consumer—i.e., turned full on—the limit of the rate of 
consumption will be reached, and the valve instantly closed. . 

All this necessarily varies according to the state the meter is in, 
and the pressure required to work it; but I believe it to be a fair 
average, taking all kinds. 

This being the case with meters having floats no larger in area 
than such as can be conveniently worked inside a square front of 
the ordinary dimensions, I am of opinion that it is not so impor- 
tant to increase the size of the float, as recommended by Mr. Paddon, 
as to devise a plan for preventing the valve from going down to its 
seat upon the temporary increase of consumption caused by lighting 
||a burner at high pressure, in the manner described above, and the 
consequent momentary depression of the front water-line. 

This aecident could not be remedied by a large float, which would 
still only follow the water-line. 

I would suggest, as a satisfactory and conveniently applicable ar- 
rangement, a plan which I have tried with some success, which is, to 
partition off an ordinary float up to the water-line, making a commu- 
nication with the measuring-chamber only, by means of a small 
hole bored through a piece of wheel metal, soldered on to the float- 
box near the bottom of the square front. By this means, the water 

which the float rests is prevented from going down suddenly 
with the front water-line upon a temporary increase of consump- 











when the lights connected to the outlet are all turned off, the | 


be more than an eighth of an inch, and an average consumption of | 








tion, although it will in a short time find the level of the water in 
the measuring-chamber, and would shut off if the water were too 
low, just as well as the float and valve of any other kind of meter, 
A trial of this experiment will show how little effect is produced 
by the increase of pressure upon the inlet compared with what is 
produced by increasing the passage of gas through the outlet. 
Westminster, April 9, 1860. W. Suae, Jun, 





THE DELEGATES AND THE PH@NIX COMPANY. 


Srr,—In your last number, under the head of “ Circular to Gas 
Companies,” you notice the petition (to be) presented by the Phenix 
Gas Company, and quote from it the following words :—*“ And 
your petitioners are informed that these persons” (i.e., the persons 
who are agitating the question) “ expect to derive a very handsome 
remuneration for their supposed services under the last enabling 
clause of the proposed bill, for payment of the expenses thereof.” 

I beg to be allowed, on behalf of every delegate acting from an 
parish, to declare the above statement a knowingly false, wicked, 
and malicious libel. I say knowingly false, and can but express 
my surprise that any body of men representing a company, should 
have the mendacious hardihood to deliberately put to paper what 
aon A knew to be an unmitigated falsehood. The old quotation 
applies— 

- “ Destroy his web of sophistry; in vain, 
The creature's at his dirty work again.” 


209, Piccadilly, April 11, 1860. JAMES BEAL. 





GASOMETERS OR GASHOLDERS. 


Srr,—In reference to the dispute between the Astronomer Royal 
and the meter manufacturers about the name of the instrument to 
be used in testing gas-meters, allow me to suggest that the parties 
may be reconciled if they adopt the old familiar one of “ Gasometer.” 
It is quite as definite at that proposed by Professor Airy, and it will 
be readily adopted by the meter makers. All intelligent persons will 
use the terms “ Gasholder” and “ Gasometer,” distinctively, while 
no evil will result from their misapplication by the a. 

Nemo, 


GAS IN NEW ZEALAND. 

Srr,—Referring to a paragraph in your JournaL of the 10th 
inst. under the above head, we beg to inform you that this appa- 
ratus was forwarded by us through our agents in Auckland— 
Messrs. Slator and Co. 





J. M, Porter anv Co. 
National Coal-Gas Apparatus Works, 
Lincoln, April 16, 1860. 








Register of New Patents. 








2175.—Rosert Wittiam Stevier, of Upper Holloway, London and 
Hamburg, for “ Improvements in the means of creating a draught so as to 
remove the gases which may be produced by combustion, or from places | 
where gases may be generated, where they may be detrimental to health,” 
Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Sept. 26, 1859. 
This invention consists in the peculiar formation of the chimney, flue, or 
funnel through which the gases are drawn, the flue or funnel having, at 
the same time, a nozzle or nozzles, or jet or jets of air steam, or gas, so 
arranged inside that they may impinge upon certain parts of this chimney 
flue or funnel, and produce the effect desired, and also create a draught | 
by mechanical means, to produce the same effect as that produced by the | 
jets above alluded to. 


2194.—Epmunp Smati Caruets and Samvet Spxartt, both of Dover, in 
the co. of Kent, for ‘‘ Improvements in Gas-meters.” Patent dated 

Sept. 28, 1859. 

This invention has reference to improvements in gas-meters known as 
compensating meters, by which greater accuracy in the measurement of 
the gas than hitherto is effected, by preventing the overfilling of, or the 
loss of water, by evaporation, or otherwise, from the measuring-chamber, 
and thus maintaining the same at a uniform height or level, and consists :— 

1. In the mode of actuating the scoop through the medium of an 
eccentric and elongated cam action placed below the water-level. 

2. In an improved arrangement of the float for regulating the inlet 
valve, by which the same is kept or maintained open until the whole of 
the water has been removed or lifted by the scoop from the supply-tank, 
and closed upon the water being withdrawn therefrom, the gas being 
thus admitted only whilst the correct water-line in the measuring-chamber 
is maintained. This is effected by the length of the float-spindle being 
so adjusted that the float may be enabled to fall below the level of the 
bottom of the supply-tank. 

3. In the employment of a conical hood or valve, with an oblique base 
placed over the top of the L, or inlet pipe, for the purpose of preventing 
the supply of gas being obtained in case of the meter being tilted forwards. 

In the annexed drawing, B B is the supply-tank or cistern; C C the 
tank or vessel communicating with the drum, or measuring-chamber of 
the meter; D, the waste-water box ; E, the scoop dipping into the supply- 
tank for maintaining the supply of water in the tank, C. F, flat-faced 
cam. secured to the scoop, upon which the same works with an alternating 
motion; G, the eccentric; H, the drum-spindle, upon which the same is 
keyed; I, counter-balance weight to scoop; J, oe ange overflow- 
pipe, for preventing the overfilling of the measuring-chamber, and serving 
asa vent to the meter whilst being supplied with water; P, the L, or 
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inlet-pipe ; Q, oblique conical hood or valve fixed over the top of same; 
R, waste-box overflow-pipe, bent so as to form a seal to prevent the 
escape of gas at the plug-hole; T, a toothed wheel and pinion to giving 
— to the dial hands, or indicators, through the intervention of the 
wor 
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The water is first caused to enter the drum or measuring-chamber and 
tank (©, thence to the supply-tank or cistern, and is finally conducted 
through the overflow-pipe, J, into the waste-water-box below, from 
which the plug should be removed, as usual, or otherwise the meter, on 
being overcharged, will cause the L-pipe to become choked, and stop the 
supply of gas. The tank or vessel C is also so proportioned as to contain 
only the vertical shaft-wheel and pinion, in lieu of extending across the 
whole breadth of the meter, as heretofore, whilst the space thus obtained 
is employed in extending the size of the supply-reservoir. By the em- 
ployment of the cone or valve Q, the supply of gas is checked or pre- 
vented on the tilting of the meter, by the surface of the water being 
brought against or impinging upon the oblique edges of the said cone. 

7 The patentees do not claim the exclusive use of the several parts here- 
inbefore described, except when the same are employed for the purpose of 
their invention, which they declare to consist :— 

1. In the employment of the cam, eccentric, and counterbalance-weight, 
for actuating the scoop, as herein described. 

2. The arrangement of the float in connexion with the mode of 
checking or cutting off the supply of gas. 

3. In the form and disposition of the hood or valve in the manner and 
tor the purposes hereinbefore set forth and described. 


2150.—GrorcE Dannett Rosrson, 15, Church Street, Islington, London, 
for “ Improvements in apparatus for regulating the pressure of gas and other 
Juids.” Patent dated, Sept. 21, 1859. 
This invention relates to improvements in apparatus for regulating the 
pressure and flow of gas and other fluids—firstly, to apparatus for 
regulating the pressure and flow of gas through pipes or other chambers, 
so as to maintain a uniform and steady pressure to the burners, and 
consists in the adaptation of a valve. In this particular, the apparatus 
does not differ much from other gas-regulators now in use for this purpose. 
The gas is introduced by a supply-pipe into the inlet-chamber or 
compartment of the apparatus; from this chamber or compartment, the 
gas passes into a second chamber or compartment; but the amount of gas 
passed or passing from one chamber to the other, is regulated by means of 
the valve, which is caused to close or open a passage between the two 
compartments, more or less as circumstances may require, that is, 
according to the number of lights burning. The valve for regulating the 
pressure of the gas between the inlet and outlet-chamber or compartment 
of the apparatus, is carried by a cover with turned down edges, which 
enters a trough containing a fluid, by preference quicksilver, and the 
cover moves on points or fulcrum one inch or more from the end of the 
regulator, which causes the regulator to be self-governed, and, at the 
same time, acting as a break, so that when a high pressure comes on from 
the main, it cannot close the valve and cut off the gas and put out the 
lights, so common in gas-regulators. The cover is supported by two 
pieces of brass on the sides that the screws or joints work upon; it is also 
supported by an iron or brass rod upon the top over the points or 
fulcrum, which makes the cover, under high pressure, steady, and cannot 
oscillate, as is common in gas-regulators, and also acts as a safety-rod. 
The patentee does not claim as of his invention, the exclusive use of 
the several parts of this regulator when taken separately, such or some 
parts having been in use in other regulators; but what he claims as his 
invention, is a self-governing gas-regulator with a break having an iron 
cover with a safety-rod, suspended and adjusted as above described. 


2211.—James Wapswortn, of Manchester, gas engineer, for “ Improve- 
ments in instruments or apparatus for measuring the quantity, for regu- 
lating the pressure, and for controlling the flow or passage of gas used for 
purposes of illumination, and in the construction of gas-burners.” 
Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Sept. 30, 1859. 


The first of the said improvements, consists in the combination and 
arrangement of the parts composing an apparatus for measuring gas. 
The most important of these parts are the measuring-vessels, which are 
two open-mouthed and vertically moving-receivers or gasholders, of 
known capacity, suspended over, and having their rims or sides more or 
less immersed in a fluid, such as water. These receivers, when in 
operation, rise and fall alternately as they are respectively filled and 
emptied, through valves which are opened and closed at the required 
intervals or times, and in the proper order, by the movements of the 
receivers, gas being admitted into the one receiver, as the previously 
admitted gas is being expelled from the other receiver and distributed to 
the burners. The receivers, or one of them, actuate a train of mechanism 
adapted for recording the movements and consequently the fillings and 
evacuations of the receivers or measuring-vessels, by an index or 
graduated plate, or in any other convenient manner, so that the quantity 
of gas passed through the apparatus, can be ascertained by inspection. 

The second of the said improvements, consists in the adaptation of an 














apparatus similar to that before mentioned (but omitting the index or 
registering part) to the purpose of regulating the pressure of gas. This 
adaptation is effected, simply by the adjustment (by weights and 
counter weights, or any ordinary means) of the weight or gravitating 
force of the receivers, so that they shall exert a steady and uniform 
pressure upon the contained gas. The receivers in the firstly-mentioned 
or measuring-apparatus, being weighted or adjusted to the required 
pressure, according to this improvement, that apparatus becomes a meter 
and a regulator combined in the one instrument. 

The third part of the said improvements consists in the art or method 
of constructing a novel valve for controlling the passage of gas into or 
from any vessel or pipe used for containing or transmitting it. The 
moveable part of the valve is a tube or cylinder, closed at its upper and 
open at its lower extremity. This tube is moveable up or down over the 
orifice of a smaller tube or pipe, which is presented upwards within the 
cavity of the moveable tube, and projects above the surtace of a fluid sur- 
rounding it, and into which fluid the open end or mouth of the moveable | 
tube dips when the valve is closed. The passage for the gas is through 
the open mouth of the moveable tube, and into or out of the fixed pipe 
projecting within it, and this passage is opened or closed by the elevation 
or depression of the moveable tube, to an extent sufficient to cause the 
mouth or open end thereof to be raised above or immersed beneath the 
surface of the fluid. 

The object of the fourth improvement is the preservation of the water 
in any wet gas-meter (or in any regulator-in which water is used) ata 
constant level. This is effected by placing a reserve of water in a closed 
vessel above the proposed level of the water in the meter, and opening a 
communication between the lower part of the closed vessel and the water- 
chest of the meter by a pipe entering the meter at the proposed level of 
the water, so that, upon the subsidence of the water below the proper 
level, a portion of the gas will pass from the meter up the pipe into the 
closed vessel, and a corresponding quantity of the reserved water will flow 
into the meter to supply the deficiency. 

The fifth of the said improvements has reference to the construction of 
gas-burners intended to be used as substitutes for the common brass 
burners. The improvement consists in forming the apex or crown of 
the burner of brass, copper, or other suitable metal in a separate piece 
from the body, and uniting the two parts after the holes have been drilled. 
This mode of construction affords an opportunity of making the edges of 
the holes or orifices of the burner smooth and clear from roughness, in- 
ternally as well as externally, whereby the character of the flame is much 
improved. 


2219.—Hersert Witu1aM Hart, of Fleet Street, London, gas engineer, 
for “‘ Improvements in argand and other gas-burners, partly appiicable to 
oil and other lamps.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated 

Sept. 30, 1859. 

This invention of improvements in argand and other burners relates to the 
regulation of the air to the flame, whereby better combustion of the gas 
is insured, and a better light produced. The lower part of the gallery of | 
the argand burner is enclosed and surrounded by perforated partitions or 
diaphragms, through which the air has to pass to the flame. A double 
thickness of perforated material is employed, the one fixed, and the other 
moveable, so that by turning the loose one round, the perforations and 
passages for the air will be enlarged or decreased, and the admission of 
air thereby regulated as may be required. 

Instead of the perforated material acting as the regulating-passage, it 
may be simply a distributing diaphragm, enclosed within an outer casing, 
to which air is admitted, and regulated in its admission by a trap or 
other contrivance. The channel for the air tothe interior of the argand 
light, is separated from that leading to the exterior, so as to effect the 
regulation of the air thereto, independent the one of the other. 

These improvements are also applicable to other gaslights by enclosing 
them entirely below, and admitting and regulating the airin the manner 
described. They may also be applied to the burners of oil and other lamps. 


2231.—Joun Mrtuar, of Edinburgh, N.B., glass merchant, for “ Im- 
provements in reflectors for diffusing artificial light.” Provisional 
protection only obtained. Dated, Oct. 1, 1859. 

This invention, relates to the so constructing or forming reflectors for 

diffusing artificial light, that they may greatly improve and increase the 

same at a very low cost, and in a very simple manner. In the case of 
ordinary reflectors, the whole of the original artificial light is thrown 
upon one object, or directed, in a concentrated form, so that the result is 
an intense light, without any material diffusion, and hence the apartment 
where it is placed, is dimly lighted, except in the intermediate 
neighbourhood of the line of light, where a dazzling effect is produced. 

In the case of lighthouse beacon-reflectors, on the other hand, the original 

light is broken up or disintegrated by the multitude of small reflecting 

surfaces, into numerous small sections. By the present arrangement, 
which is herein termed the “five light reflector,” the whole size of the 
original light is maintained by the reflecting surfaces; whilst each 
separate image or reflection in the cluster, is perfect and complete in itself. 

The improved reflector, consists of a square oblong or rectangular plate 
of metal or other material, such as silvered glass slightly bevilled inwards 
upon its reflecting face, which is divided into four triangular sections or 
parts, by lines running diagonally across the face from corner to corner, 
the intersections being in the centre of theplate. The light is placed in 

front of this reflector, directly opposite the central intersection and at a 

particular distance, mathematically determinable, and the effect is that 

there appears a cluster of five brilliant lights, when there is in reality but 
one original light. The light is diffused by this reflector, equally in 
every direction, and thus a very effective illuminating power is secured at 

a cheap rate, 








PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 
627.—Curistorxe Francois DeLanarre, a Knight of the Legion of 
Honour and C.E., of Neuilly, near Paris, for “Improved apparatus to 
be used in propelling gases and foreing liquids.” March 8, 1860. 
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7 30.—Joun Incuam Taytor, the Cottage Botanic Gardens, Sloane Street, 
London, engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for the manufacture 
of gas from oil and oleaginous substances.” March 21, 1860. 

782.—Hznry Bowen, of Spring Bank, Cardiff, in the co. of Glamorgan, 
gas engineer, for ‘‘_An improved standard gas-meter.” March 26, 1860. 

$21.—Wiu1aM Ricuarpson, of Dudley, gas engineer, for “ Improvements 
in apparatus for the production of coal gas.” March 30, 1860. 

837.—THomas Francis Epceworrn, of 147, Park Road, Toxteth Park, 
Liverpool, surgeon, for “‘ Improvements in obtaining light.’ March 31, 
1860. 

869.—Joun Hoxson Futter, of 70, Hatton Garden, London, tool manu- 
facturer, and Witu1am Davinson, of Wisbeach, Cambridgeshire, gas- 
fitter, for ‘‘ An apparatus for cutting or screwing pipes and round metal.” 
April 5, 1860. 

879.—Henry Carter, of Manchester, gas engineer, for ‘ Jmprovements 
in machinery or apparatus for making gas-burners.” April 7, 1860. 





NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 
2745.—Epwin Avaustus Curn.ey, of Richmond Street, St. George’s Road, 
Southwark, London, for “ Improved hanical arrang ts or con- 
trivances for measuring, registering, and regulating the flow of liquids, 
and likewise for measuring and regulating the passage of fluids and 
vapours.” Dec. 3, 1859. 

2917.—Wiiu1am Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, London, C.E., 
for ‘(dn improved process and apparatus for extracting or separating 
parafine from schistose or mineral oils and other hydro-carbons,” 
Dec. 22, 1859. 

401.—Wi111am Hunter, of 30, Sussex Place, Kensington, London, for 
“ Improvements in apparatus for measuring and regulating the flow of 
gas, as applied to compensating gas-meters.’’ Feb. 14, 1860. 

627.—CuristorpHe Francois DELABARRE, a Knight of the Legion of 
Honour and C.E., of Neuilly, near Paris, for “ Improved apparatus 
to be used in propelling gases and forcing liquids.” March 8, 1860. 

712.—Tuomas Ricnarpson, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, and MaAnninc 
Prentice, of Stow-Market, for “ Improvements in the manufacture of 
hydrated oxides and salts of iron and salts of the fixed alkalies”’ March 17, 
1860. ’ 

821.—Wiu1aM Ricuarpson, of Dudley, gas engineer, for “ Improvements 

in apparatus for the production of coal gas.’ March 30, 1860, 











Legal intelliqence. 


THAMES POLICE COURT. 
(Before Mr. Sere.) 
Tuurspay, Aprit 12. 

CHARGE OF NUISANCE AGAINST THE GREAT CENTRAL GAS COMPANY. 
Mr. Robert Harris, the manager of the Great Central Gas-Works, on the 
east side of Bow Common Lane, sean g St. Leonard, appeared to 
answer a summons taken out by Mr. Edward Fulcher, inspector of nuisances 
and sanitary inspector to the Board of Works for the Poplar district, under 
the Metropolis Local Management Act, for permitting the existence of a 
nuisance. 





Mr. Cuarces Young, solicitor, appeared for the prosecution. He said 
that the nuisances on Bow Common, including the ‘gas-works, had been 
frequently prosecuted by the Board of Works, and considerable abatement of 
the compound of villanous smells arising therefrom had been the result. 
There was, however, still much to complain‘of, and many chemical manure 
and alum-works were still carried on there, which were highly detrimental 
to the health of the inhabitants. The greatest nuisance in this now 
thickly-populated locality was undoubtedly the gas-works, and there had 
been several prosecutions of the company to which they belonged, and orders 
made by the magistrates of this court. The nuisance, as alleged by Mr. 
Fulcher and by Messrs. Ansell, and Ellison, the medical officers of the 
distirct, had been revived, and was now far worse than ever. The summons 
charged that upon the gas-works ‘there is a large accumulation of refuse 
lime-water, called ** blue billy,” giving off offensive effluvia, so as to be a 
nuisance and injurious to the health of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, 
and that the coke upon the premises is slacked with foul water, also giving 
off offensive effluvia, so as to be a like nuisance, and injurious to the health 
of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood.” i 

Mr. Harris said he only received the summons on Tuesday night, and 
had not had time to meet the complaint. He requested a postponement of 
the case, and urged that any material interference with the operations of the 
gas company would be attended with serious consequences. e 

Mr. Youn, on the part of the Board of Works, said it would be unfair to 
resist the application for adjournment. ‘ an 

Mr. ANSELL, as was understood, wished the magistrate to visit the 
gas-works before adjudicating upon the case. 

Mr. SELFE: Why should I have all the nuisances on Bow Common thrust 
upon me? J 

Mr. Younc: You made an order on a former manager of the Great 
Central Gas- Works, to abate the nuisance now complained of, some time ago. 

Mr. Sere: I have visited the nuisances on Bow Common once. You 
don’t wish me to go again, I hope. One visit to Bow Common is quite 
enough ina man’s lifetime. : 

After some discussion, the hearing of the case was postponed until the 
following Thursday. 


Tuurspay, Apri. 19. 

On the summons being called on this day— : 

Mr. Youne said he was happy to state that this case which was expected 
to have occupied the attention of the magistrate for two or three hours, 
would not occupy more than as many minutes. Since the adjournment, 
negotiations had been entered into with the defendant who was now present, 
and was prepared to admit the nuisance complained of in the summons. He 
was also willing to consent to an order being made upon him to the effect 
that henceforth he should use clean fresh water in the slacking of the hot 
coke from the retorts, and also take the necessary steps for carrying out the 
purification of gas, by means of the oxide of iron process, to the satisfaction 
of the local board, the arrangements for which were to be completed by the 
Ist of October next. The sum of ten guineas was, by consent, to be taken 
for costs. 

An order to that effect was then made, and the inquiry terminated. 








Miscellaneous News. 


LONDON GASLIGHT COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company 
was held at the Freemasons’ Tavern, Great Queen Street, on Wednesday 
the 11th inst —E. Hawkins, Jun., Esq., the Governor, in the chair. 

The notice convening the meeting having been read, the seal of the com- 
pany was affixed to the register of proprietors. 

The following report of the directors, with the profit and loss statement 
for the half year ending the 1st of December last, were taken as read :— 








Your directors submit to you the balance-sheet and half-yearly accounts, shewing 
the result of the manufacture and distribution of the company’s gas up to the 3lst 
day of December last. A statement of the profit and loss for the past half-year is 
annexed to this report. It will be seen, that after appropriating £750 to the | 
redemption fund, the sum of £17,353. 16s, 1d. remains applicable to dividend. Out | 
of that sum the dividends upon all classes of preference shares and stock will be | 
paid on and after the 16th instant ; and the directors recommend that at the same 
time a dividend of 1s, per share, being at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum, be | 
paid upon the ordinary shares, which were paid up in full on or before the 31st day 
of December last. 

In their last report, the directors thought it right to forewarn the shareholders 
that the great expense occasioned by the strike ofthe stokers in August last must | 
necessarily go to diminish the profits of the then current half-year ; namely, that 
ending Christmas last. The accounts accordingly show that, though the gas-rental 
exceeds by upwards of £2000 that of the corresponding previous half-year, the cost 
of carbonizing has been out of all proportion to such an increase. The expense 





Dr. Profit and Loss, for the Half Year ending December 31, 1859. Cr. 
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thus occasioned, taking into account the nature and quantity of the coal used, the 
number of additional hands employed, and the diminished product obtained per 
ton, cannot be estimated at much below £3000. The half-year has also been 
charged with the expense of taking out of the ground a large number of valuable, 
but now unnecessary, mains, formerly belonging to other companies in the districts 
ceded to this company. That the profits, notwithstanding these drawbacks, after 
carrying £7363. 11s. 3d. to the depreciation fund, and £750 to the redemption fund, 
should still be sufficient to yield the same dividend as in the two last half-years, 
a ground for expecting an increased dividend in half-years not similarly 
affected. 

In pursuance of the scheme adopted some years since, the directors have 
commenced, upon the freehold land at Nine Elms, the erection of a new gasholder, 
to contain upwards of 1,000,000 cubic feet of gas. They have taken such measures 
as they believe will insure its completion in time to available for the coming 
winter. 








r 
Under the powers of “‘The London Gaslight Act, 1857,” the directors Nave 
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purchased and cancelled preference shares and stock to the amount of £2040. 17s. 6d. ; 
so that the total amount of shares and stock thus purchased and cancelled up to the 
present time amounts to £4658. 5s. 

A Bill, purporting to be ‘‘ For Better Regulating the Supply of Gas to the 
Metropolis,”’ has recently been introduced into the House of Commons. Though 
containing many objectionable clauses, all the metropolitan gas companies have 
abstained from opposing it in the early stages. Measures have, however, been 
taken for carefully watching it when in committee; and your directors have no 
doubt that such modifications will be introduced into it, that the effect of it will be 
to give increased value and stability to gas property, and at the same time protect 
the rights of the honest consumer 

Three directors, namely, Edward Hawkins, jun., Esq., Governor, Charles Bratt, 
| Esq., and William Christie, Esq., retire by rotation; and being eligible, offer 
themselves for re-election. One auditor, namely, Miles Miley, jun., Esq., retires 
also by rotation, and being eligible, offers himself for re-election. 


The Cuairman: Gentlemen, I have to move—‘That the report of the 
directors and the accounts now laid before the meeting be received and 
adopted;” and in doing so there are but few remarks that I shall think it 
necessary to address to you. When we meta year since in this room, it 
was for the purpose of resuming the payment of dividends on the ordinary 
shares, which had then been suspended for more than ten years. The di- 
rectors certainly hoped at that time that, before the present meeting, they 
would have been able to declare some increase of the dividends, which we 
; then commenced at 3 per cent. upon the original shares. The reason why 
| they have not been able to do so has been detailed to you in the report; 
| but perhaps many of the shareholders will not be able, without some fur- 
| ther explanations, to comprehend how it is that a strike should cause so 
| Serious a loss to a gas company as it has done to us on this occasion. You 
| will understand that, when the strike took place, every one of our old 
| stokers left us. The work which these men do can only be done by men 
| thoroughly trained to it. A man must not only be strong, but accustomed 
to use his muscles in a peculiar manner; consequently, in order to get our 
| work done at all, we were obliged to supply the place of the men who had 
jleft us with double their number, and in some cases with three times 
their number; because although perhaps, as far as strength was concerned, 
|a man and a half would have been sufficient, yet these new hands failed 
| very rapidly from not having been inured to work close to large fires, as the 
— hands had done. And even this increased number of men, from being 
| unaccustomed to the work, were unable to carbonize the coals in such a 
| manner as to get from them the quantity of gas we had been in the habit 
lof having. The consequence was that, instead of using Newcastle coals, 
we were obliged to have recourse to cannel, both as yjelding a larger return 
of gas for the number of tons used, and as increasing the illuminating power 
of the gas with which we supplied our customers; because, as you will un- 
derstand, being unable to furnish the quantity of gas required, it was neces- 
sary to supply our consumers with gas of such a quality as would enable 
them to get as much light with the reduced quantity as they formerly did 
with the larger amount. And this cut against us in another way; for, 
while our expenses were considerably increased by our being obliged to 
use a much more expensive coal, our receipts decreased, because our cus- 
tomers consumed less gas than they usually did, and we were obliged to 
supply cannel coal gas at the same price as ordinary coal gas. Another 
great expense—and this item alone exceeded £700—arose from our being 
compelled to bring up men from all parts of the country, and to board and 
lodge them for a certain length of time. Indeed, I am perfectly sure that 
when we set down the whole cost of the strike to us at £3000, we have, if 
anything, under-rated the expense and loss to which we have been subject. 
Another cause which has operated to prevent an increase in the dividend, 
and which we have also alluded to in the report, is the great expense we 
have been put to during the last half year in lifting mains; for, though we 
have recovered mains from the ground of great value, we have not charged 
them against the cost of so doing in the current half year’s accounts. They 
have gone to the credit of capital; so that, though the present half year is 
charged with their removal, our capital account is benefited by the value of 
the mains so recovered. These causes, which have greatly tended to dimi- 
nish our profits, will net occur in another half year; so that, though we are 
not able to-day to increase your dividends, we confidently expect to be able 
to do so on another occasion. But I must just refer to another cause, be- 
cause it is one which may operate in the same way again, and therefore we 
cannot argue from that, and that is, the price at which coke is sold. Sup- 
posing we had been able to obtain the same price for coke during this half 
year as for the corresponding period of last year, that article would have 
produced us above £2000 more than it has done; so that, in addition to the 
expenses caused by the strike and the cost of removing mains, there have 
been diminished receipts of above £2000 from a cause over which your 
directors could exercise no control. I think I may fairly assure you that, 
since the early period of this company’s history, when the directors were in 
daily anxiety on account of the position of the company, there has probably 
been no half year which has caused them so much care and solicitude as 
that over which the present report runs. The only other point I have to 
notice to you is this—we have mentioned in the report the commencement 
of the new gasholder at Nine Elms. At the time the report was written, 
we had only just commenced it; since then the work has made very con- 
siderable progress—quite as much so as was possible in the time. We be- 
lieve that we arein the hands of a most admirable contractor, and the 
ground has turned out exceedingly favourable; very much more so, indeed, 
than that upon which the last gasholder was erected. Owing to this cir- 
cumstance, and from the form in which our contract is drawn, we have 
reason to hope we shall save a considerable sum from the price at which 
the contractor undertook to do the work. We have had the contract 
framed in such a manner that, if the ground turns out to be in a more fa- 
vourable condition than was anticipated at the cutset, the amount of ex- 
pense which is thus saved will be for the benefit of the company. You 
have, no doubt, most of you, seen, from time to time,in the newspapers, 
that there have been paragraphs relating to a bill to be introduced into the 
House of Commons, for the protection of the consumers of gas in the me- 
tropolis, And you have probably seen, from the reports of parish meetings, 
that some of the gentlemen who are agitating this question have spoken 
rather strongly of the misconduct of the gas companies, and have charged 
us with making efforts on all accasions to benefit ourselves at the expense 
of the consumers. I need scarcely say to you that these charges are totally 
unfounded, nor need I refer to them further, except for the purpose of ex- 
pressing an opinion that, though such statements may do very well for a 
parish meeting, it is not probable that those who make them will venture 
to bring them before Parliament. We are perfectly conversant with every 
clause of this bill; the opposition to it will be in most competent hands, and 
every stage of its progress will be carefully watched. We quite anticipate 
that the result will be that, instead of having our profits reduced and our 
property injured by the passing of this bill, the stability and value of gas 
property will be greatly increased; and that, by a very small sacrifice on 
our parts, we shall be freed in the future from that anxiety which has been 














hitherto manifested on the part of the public to pick at the profits of the 
gas companies of London. The bill itself admits, as a settled principle, that 
the companies have done perfectly right, not only for the protection of their 
own interests, but for the benefit of the public generally, in partitioning 
London into districts, as far as arrangements for the supply of gas are con- 
cerned. I do not know that I have anything more to say, except that I 
shall be happy to answer any questions which may be put to me; and 
therefore I will now, if you please, move—“ That the report of the directors 
and the accounts now laid before the meeting be received and adopted.” | 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, and inquired whether the question in 
reference to Hills’ patent was settled, or whether legal proceedings were 
still pending. 

The CuarrMAn said the questions between the gas companies and Mr. | 
Hills were not settled yet; the negotiations were still going on, but he hoped 
the matters in dispute would be speedily adjusted. Mr. Hills had obtained | 
a verdict against this company, but it must be borne in mind, that though | 
they alone appeared as defendants in the action, other companies in thie | 
metropolis were equally concerned. 

Mr. Ruopes inquired whether, when the supply of gas to a customer was | | 
discontinued, the service-pipe was merely plugged up outside the premises, 
or entirely removed from the main? 

The CuArrMaN said there was no uniform practice. If it was expected 
that the house would be supplied again, the service was merely plugged. 

Mr. Ruopes wished to be informed whether the directors subscribed to 
any local charities, and expressed a hope that if they did so, they exercised 
great discretion in disposing of their bounty. 

The CHARMAN replied that the directors felt bound, as was the habit 
with all large holders of property in a parish, to subscribe to the local 
charities. Independently of regarding it as a duty to have their names on 
the books of the benevolent institutions in the locality where the works and 
office of the company were situated, they believed it was a benefit to the 
shareholders that it should be so. 

Mr. Ruopes said he merely asked for the information, and not with any | 
intention to find fault with the practice. He wished to know whether the 
company charged for laying on their gas to a cousumer’s premises? | 

The CHAIRMAN regretted to be obliged to say that the practice was not | 
uniform. In some districts they did, in others they did not. One of the; 
benefits which he anticipated from the passing of the bill now in Parliament, 
would be, to render the action of all gas companies in the metropolis alike 
in this respect. | 

Mr. Ruopes said there was a paragraph in the report on which he should 
like some further informatien. It was said that the directors had purchased 
and cancelled preference shares and stock to the amount of £2040; but it 
was not stated whether they were blue or red. He wished toknow whether 
the directors took these shares at their market value, and whether, under 
the powers of the Act of 1857, they could force any preference shareholder 
to sell? | 

The CHArrMaN said the company were required by their Act to lay aside 
every half year the sum of £750 towards the purchase of any of their shares, | | 
and the directors had power to cancel any, even ordinary shares; but they 
had thought it prudent to exercise that power in the purchase of preferen- | 
tial shares and stock. He believed they had some of every class, both blue | 
and red shares and stock. As to the price at which they were obtained, the | 
directors were just in the position of other purchasers, and endeavoured to | 








buy at the cheapest rate possible. They had no power to force the holders | 
of preference shares to sell. They had, however, power to employ the funds | 
at their disposal not only for the purchase and cancelling of shares, but for | 
buying up their own bonds; and, upon doing so, they ceased to have power | 
to re-issue them. Thus, if they purchased say £10,000 of bonds, their bor- | 
rowing powers were reduced to that extent. 

Mr. Ruopes inquired whether the directors purchased above or below par? | 

The CuatrMaN said they had done both, and if the company continued 
to pay such dividends as they had done, they would have always to purchase 
above par, or cancel bonds. | 

Mr. Ruopes said there was an item in the accounts of £9986 for wages. || 
Did that include the expense attending the delivery of coals upon the works, 
and the distribution of coke from the premises? 

The CuarrMAN said, in the accounts which the directors published of 
profit and loss for the half year, many of the items which appeared were | 
not the actual sums expended, but the balances upon the several accounts. | 
It would be quite impossible to have on each side the whole of the several | 
sums actually expended or received, and, therefore, they only gave the 
balances. The item, however, of wages, included all wages actually paid, 
except such as referred to the landing of coal. 

Mr. Ruopes wished to know whether the £3000 which the chairman had || 
spoken of as the cost of the strike was included in the £9986 for wages? || 
! 


The CaarrMan said it was, so far as the additional wages paid formed 
part of that cost. The £3000, however, consisted not only of wages, but 
partly of additional quantity and quality of coals used, the diminished 
quantity of gas produced, and the enormous extra wear and tear of tools and 
retorts. More retorts were burnt out, and more tools were used at that} 
time; but above £1000 of the £3000 was expended in wages consequent || 
upon the strike. | 

Mr. Ruopes said the item of rates and taxes appeared to be very much | | 
on the increase. || 

The Cuarrman said they were, and in this particular the directors were | | 
anticipating that they would benefit by the passing of the bill now before || 
Parliament. The delegates of the parishes sought, by the clauses inserted || 
in that bill, to limit the price which the companies might charge for gas to a || 
certain sum, altogether irrespective of any increase which might take place | | 
in the cost of coals or freight, or the additional rates which the various | 
parishes might impose upon them. But the grievance as to the mode in| 
which rating was carried on was so great in the case of gas companies, 
water companies, and railways, that persons who from their position were 
capable of forming a judgment on the subject, believed that a bill would 
soon be introduced into Parliament to regulate the matter. Should that be 
the case, the companies would be largely benefited; but, until the present 
state of things was altered, it would be absurd to limit them in their charge 
for gas. Atthe rate the parishes were now assessing them, the matter was 
growing to a most serious magnitude. In answer to further questions, the 
chairman said the item of £500 for law expenses would ace in the ac- 
counts of the company, at all events for the present. How long it would be 
necessary, he could hardly tell; but, until Hills’ action was finally dis of, 
and parliamentary expenses were got rid of, the directors felt that they 
would not be justified in charging a less sum on this head. There was also 
the action which the company brought against the parish of Chelsea still 
unsettled. The qualification for a director was the holding of £1000 in 
shares of the company, but the chairman and deputy-chairman were re- 











quired to hold £2000 worth. Formerly, the qualification was£5000. Asto the: 
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re-employment of the men who struck, the directors for a long time refused 
to have any of them back; but at length a few applied so humbly for em- 
ployment, that it was felt better, as Mr. Jones believed, from their previous 

conduct, they hac been terrified into joining in the strike, to take them 
on to the works again: about twenty had thus been re-engaged. 

Mr. JonEs said he was very glad to be able to state that these men had 
fulfilled all his expectations respecting them. 

Mr. Syxes said he thought the £3000 loss occasioned by the strike ought 
to have been extended over three half years, and not charged against the 
revenue of one; but he would not insist on this point, if the board thought 
the course they had adopted was the best one. There was, however, one 
question upon which he desired information. The chairman had referred 
to the cost of removing unnecessary mains during the past half year, and 
what he (Mr. Sykes) wished to ask was, whether the expenditure conse- 
quent upon the districting arrangements might now be considered at an 
end? 

The CuarkMAN said he could hardly say that it was ended. There were 
still a large number of mains in the ground, which they would take up from 
time to time, as cpportunity served. They had a double object in view in 





number of mains was sure to cause. Whenever the service and main- 
layers were disengaged from other work, they were put on to this; and thus 
the leakage was being continually diminished, and the company’s stock of 
mains was increased for use as their district extended. Their additional ex- 
pense during the past half year, by the removal of these mains, might be 
put down at between £600 and £700. 

| Mr. Sykes said the next point upon which he would touch was, perhaps, 
|| rather a delicate one to allude to. He wished to know whether, as the direc- 
|| tors were expending so large a sum half-yearly in erecting additional works 
at Nine Elms, they intended to put an end to their establishment on the 
|estate of the Duchy of Cornwall when their present lease expired? If so, 
the arrangement referred to in the report was perfectly intelligible, and he 
| entirely concurred in it. 

The CHAIrnMAN, in reply, said it was not that the company were about to 
terminate their connexion with the Duchy, but the latter seemed about to 
| put an end to the connexion with them. ‘Two or three years ago, when the 
company found the lease of their water-side premises was drawing to a close, 





|| gave them notico that they would not renew. 
Mr. Ruopes said he thought this matter should be left entirely with the 
|| directors, and that the less said about it in public, the better. 
|| The CHarrman said he thought he was justified in stating this much in 
reply to Mr. Svkes, that the company were under notice to terminate their 
|| possession of the premises; and the only proper thing they could do, unless 
|| that notice was revoked, was to take care and have suflicient works else- 
|| where, so that their operations might be carried on, after the expiration of 
| | the lease, at Vauxhall without interruption. They had done this upon their 
|; own freehold land at Nine Elms. 
'| Mr. Sykes said the chairman, in speaking of the directors purchasing 
|| shares, expressed an opinion that they exercised a wise discretion in con- 
|| fining their purchases to preference shares; but he gave no reason for that 
| lopinion. It seemed to him to be useless to pay a premium for shares, when 
|| they could be had at a discount. 
The CuatrmaN said that, taking the shares all round, ihe directors had 

not paid a premium upon them. Probably, however, it would be better 
|, that he should abstain from stating the price they had paid, because it was 
not right they should interfere with the market more than was absolutely 
||mecessary. He thought it well, on the last occasion of meeting the pro- 
|| prietors, to say something on this point, when he found that one gentleman 
|| had purchased ordinary shares above par, seeing that the then position of 
||thr company did not warrant his so doing. The directors had no control 
|| over, nor could they be responsible for, statements made elsewhere; they 
| were only pledged to the truth of their own report. With regard to what 
| class of shares they should purchase, there was a feeling at first that it 
|| should be the ordinary ones; but, when the matter came to be discussed, 
|| the board came tothe resolution that it would be more advantageous to the 
|,interests of the company to confine their purchases to preference shares 


|| dividend to them, when they were not to the original shareholders. 
| Mr.Sykes said it was quite as well to be candid in the matter, and there- 
|| fore he would say that he had entertained the opinion that the reason pos- 
| sibly was to pinch the ordinary shareholders, and give those gentlemen who 
| knew all about the afiairs of the company an opportunity to purchase black 
|| shares at 40 or 45 for themselves. 
} | The CuarrMan thought that this was an imputation upon the board, and 
‘| the honourable proprietor might as well say that the directors were dis- 
j|honest. The reports which were furnished from time to time, as to the 
{| position of the company, were perfectly open to the world, and they showed 
|| that the company was in a condition to pay 3 per cent. on their ordinary 
\,Shares. They had already paid that dividend, and certain causes, which 
|| were freely stated, had operated to prevent that dividend from being in- 
| creased for the last half year. The statements which the directors had 
|| made in the report clearly showed that those causes were of such a nature 
that they might be regarded as temporary, and the directors believed that, 
|, by thus showing what the real position of the company’s affairs was, they 
|| Were doing the best they could for all classes of shareholders. They were 
| quite sure, too, that, by cancelling preference shares, they were conferring 
| a direct benefit upon the ordinary shareholders. Being, as he believed he 
| was, the largest holder of the company’s black shares, he (the chairman) 

Might be supposed not to advocate very strongly a measure which must 
| tell mainly against himself. He believed the directors’ reports would show 
|| what was their true value; and, for himself, he confessed he was looking 
|| forward to the time when he should be able to sell some of his ordinary 

een a considerable advance in price; but that period had not yet 

| arrived. 

|| Mr.Syxes said the chairman had spoken of a loss of something like £2000 
|| upon the coke account. He would like to know whether the Anglo-French 
commercial treaty was expected to benefit the company in respect to the 
article of coke? 

_The Cuarrman thought it was impossible for any one to say, as it was 
difficult at present to see the turn things would take. Of course, the mo- 
ment a benefit arose in reference to coke, the company would have the ad- 
vantage of it. Probably, however, the treaty would have the effect of raising 
the price of coal; so that what the company gained in one direction, they 
would lose in another. 

Mr. Syxs inquired what was the amount of ordinary share capital paid 
up during the past half year, and what the sum had been, or would be, 
applied to? He thought about 100 shares had been paid up. 

he CuarrmMan said the amount was £2500, and that sum had been 
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| expressed his regret that, on this occasion, the directors had not been able 


justified in increasing the expenses of the company. 


applied as all other moneys which came into the hands of the company 
were—to the general purposes of the company. If the honourable proprie- 
tors would look at what had been done during the last five years, he would 
find that, in the purchase of land and erection of new works, as well as in 
the laying of large mains, and the erection of a new purifying house and 
apparatus, they had expended £60,000. 

Mr. Syxxs said he did not observe in the accounts any reference to 
royalties which the company formerly paid to Mr. Michels, and since his 
death to his representatives. 

The CHARMAN said the reason why the item of “ royalties” was omitted 
was, that just as the half year commenced, the company discontinued the 
use of the ovens for a certain time. The directors mentioned in their last! 
report, that they had made some alterations in the process of manufacture, |! 
and that, in order to economize space, they had taken the ground upon |} 
which the ovens stood, and placed retorts, by means of which they could |! 
carbonize more coal. 1} 

Mr. Syxes asked whether the proprietors were to understand that the || 
royalties had come to an end? 1} 

If, as | 





The CuarrMan said they had, so long as the ovens were disused. 
was probably the case, they employed them at a future time, the royalties 
would have to be resumed. 

Mr. Sykes asked for a reply to his first question, why the whole cost of | 
the strike had been charged to the past half year? 

The CuarrMan snid of late years the company had gone upon the prin- 
ciple of throwing all the expenses actually incurred in any half year upon | | 
that half year, whatever those expenses might be, and the directors believed | 
that in so doing, provided they did not diminish the rate of dividend, they | 
were acting with sound discretion. It might be thought by some that! 
there was an error in judgment in so doing, but, for his part, he coincided | 
in the policy, and the shareholders would realize the benefit of the course | 
next half year. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Mr. Spracur (the Deputy-Governor) moved the re-election of Mr. | 
Hawkins, of whose merits it was, he said, unnecessary to say a word in that | 
meeting. He would, therefore, content himself by stating that the re-elec- | 
tion of their excellent governor would be most acceptable to his colleagues. | 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion which was very cordially adopted. 

The Cuarrman acknowledged the vote, and proposed the re-election of 
Mr. Bratt and Mr. Christie, which was agreed to. tl 

Mr. Curistre, in acknowledging his obligations to the proprietors, !} 





to increase the dividends. The cause of their inability had been frankly | 
stated, and he would only say in reference to it, that he believed in a little | 
time they would be able to pay a better per centage. But there was one | 
question which arose in his mind, and that was, that though the company ! 
had incurred great expenses in resisting a most unjustifiable strike, they {| 
were perfectly justified in the course which they adopted, and they would | | 
ultimately reap the benefit of the stand which they made. In truth this | 
company fought the battle of the gas companies generally, and he thought | } 
it would be only fair if other companies contributed towards their 
expenses in so doing. It was much to be regretted that the strike took || 
place, as it was to that circumstance it was owing that they could not 
increase the dividend on the ordinary shares. He believed they would not 
have to fight such a battle again. | 
The retiring auditor, Mr. Miley, jun., was then re-elected. | | 
} 





Mr. Mirey, sen. said he was about to propose a motion which he did 
with extreme pleasnre, because he thought it was one in which they would | 
all most cordially unite. It was—“That the unanimous thanks of the |) 
meeting be given to the governor, deputy governor, aud board of directors, | j 
for their able and judicious management of the affairs of the company 
during the half-year.” He had hoped by this time, that the proprietors 
would have been in a position to give a more substantial proof of their 
approval of the conduct of the board; but he felt that, until they could pay | 
the ordinary shareholders 5 per eent. upon their capital, they were bendy | 

He was but a small 
holder of black shares himself but he sincerely sympathized with many to | 
whom he knew it had been a serious matter to be deprived of their dividends | 
for so many years. They had suffered much, and for a long time, but he | 
hoped they would soon be placed in a better position. With respect to an |} 
observation which fell from the chairman, as to making each half year bear | | 
its own burthen, he could not refrain from expressing a hope that, by-and || 
bye, this company would do what the Bank of Lngland—and, indeed, |} 
every prudent commercial company—did, viz., have a reserve-fund, to meet 
the contingencies to which they were ever exposed, and thus prevent the 
necessity of having varying dividends, large at one time and little at an- 
other. Most of those present were men in busines=, und had had some experi- 
ence,and would not need to be told that to make a prosperous year a standard 
for all others was not a wise course for a trading concern to take, whether 
it were a private or a public one. He therefore sincerely hoped, if the laws 
and usages of this company would permit, that, so soon as the position of 
their afiairs would justify it, the directors would take into their serious 
consideration the propriety of establishing such a fund as he had referred 
to. Indeed, he felt satisfied that the board had not overlooked the necessity 
for such a provision, but would have proposed it ere this if they had been 
able to see their way to its accomplishment. 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, which was unanimously adopted. 

The CuarrMAN said, in thanking the meeting on his own behalf, and that 
of his colleagues, he would just say one word in reference to what had 
fallen from Mr. Miley. The board had not lost sight of the reserve-fund. 
There was actually at the present moment a reserve-fund in existence to 
the extent of about £4000; so that,in the event ofa bad half year, the 
company would be able to pay the same rate of dividend hitherto paid. 
The question before the directors, in looking forward to this meeting, was 
not whether they should keep up the same dividend as heretofore, as that 
the profits of the half year enabled them to do; but whether they should 
touch upon the reserve-fund to increase that dividend. He had no doubt 
that Mr. Miley would agree with him, that the object of a reserve-fund was 
not to increase an old rate of dividend, but to sustain it. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Richard Jones, the engineer, was adopted and 
appropriately acknowledged, and the proceedings terminated. 











SURREY CONSUMERS’ GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting was held at the Bridge House Hotel, 

Wellington Street,on Thursday, the 12th inst—T. Pocoox, Esq., in the 
chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Boddy) read the notice convening the meeting, and 

the seal of the company was affixed to the register of shareholders. 
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_ The following report and statement of account, having been previously 
circulated among the shareholders, were taken as read :— 


you of the financial position of the company to the 3lst December last. 


_ The gross rental for the half-year, amounts to £20,912. 17s. 2d., and the net 
income arising therefrom, after deducting the customary charges, amounts to 
£5480. 19s, 10d., from which your directors recommend the payment of a dividend, 
after the rate of 8 per cent., per annum, clear of the income-tax, to be declared, 
which if agreed to, will leave a surplus of £294. 10s. 9d., to be carried to the account 
of unappropriated profits. 


Your directors are fully justified in the anticipation of the rental for the current 
half-year, reaching an amount which, in the aggregate for the whole year, will 
entitle them to receive from Mr. Croli a further sum of £900 under his contract, an 
addition which will not only enable them to maintain the present rate of dividend, 
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The CuarrMay said, his first duty was to move that the report be re- 
ceived, as it was customary with this company to separate this motion from 
the one for the adoption of the report. 

The report having been received, 

The Cuarrman moved its adoption, and in doing so said the remarks he 
had to address to the shareholders were very few indeed, and he believed 
the business of the day would be compressed within a very small compass. 
They would find from the report which had been forwarded to them, al- 
though it was not a long one, a complete and substantial account of the 
position and progress of the company; and he ventured to think that the 
facts embodied in that document would be as satisfactory to the share- 
holders as they were to the directors. The increased demand for the com- 
pany’s gas, which had to be notified to them every time they met, had now 
reached such a point, that the board felt it necessary there should be an 
enlargement of the works. To that fact the directors had called attention 
in the report, and also to the circumstance that they had engaged the ser- 
vices of a very experienced man, to act in connexion with Mr. Croll, to see 
that the works they were about to erect were carried on in a manner most 
likely to meet the wishes of the shareholders, and secure the efficiency of 
the company’s operations. He might say,in passing, that Mr. Croll entirely 
concurred in the views of the directors in reference to this matter, and that 
he approved of the proposition to have a man of high standing in the profes- 
sion to sce that the works were efficiently and properly performed. The 
directors were happy to say that, so far as their engineer, Mr. Croll, was 
conce d, everything went on most satisfactorily and pleasantly, and that 
Mr. C.c | made no objection to anything the directors proposed which was 
reason le, just, and fair. He had also tostate another pleasant fact, which 
had occurred since the report was made up. From the report, the share- 
holders would see that the surplus was £294. 10s. 9d., after declaring a 
dividend out of the profits of the half year of 8 percent. That balance was, 
perhaps, small, and he, for one, and he believed the directors generally, 
|| would like to see it much larger. The shareholders would remember that, 
twelve months ago, Mr. Croll stated to the meeting that he anticipated, by 
the present time, the gas rental would be such, that he could guarantee the 
payment of the extra £900, according to the terms of his contract. At the 
time when the accounts were made up, it had not quite arrived at that 
point; but, since then, Mr. Croll had announced to the board that, on taking 
the current quarter's rental, he felt himself fully prepared to say that he 
should have to pay the £900 which he had guaranteed, and at the time spe- 
cified. That would be at the next half-yearly meeting; but Mr. Croll, al- 
though there was no claim upon him to do so, had handed over to the 
directors, by anticipation, a cheque for £450, on account of the six months 
just expired. Consequently, the directors had this sum, in addition to the 
£294,making the surplus actually in hand £744. 10s. 9d. This was a matter 
which was very pleasing to him, because it was the largest balance the 
company had had in hand for a long time, and it indicated, more than 
anything which he could say to the shareholders would do, the satisfactory 
progress which the company were making. He had nothing further to say, 
except that, his term of office having expired, he placed himself in the 
handsof the meeting for re-election, if they saw fit, and would only add 

that, if they thought he was getting old and unfit for service, he would 
most cheerfully retire, and make way for some one else. 

Alderman Wire seconded the motion. 

Mr. Kerry wished for some information on the item of rates and taxes. 
The amount charged, £365. 17s. 10d. was not a very heavy one, but it was 
more than double what it was for the corresponding period last year. 

The Secretary explained that the difference arose from the increase in 
the income-tax, which was 8d. in the pound extra. 

Mr. Kerry said he could hardly suppose that would account for the 
difference. He found that in December, 1857, they only paid £81. 

The Secrerary said the company were neither so heavily assessed, nor 
did they pay on so large an amount at that time. The assessment now was 
much higher, as well as the tax. 

Mr. Kerry, referring to the chairman’s statement as to Mr. Croll’s con- 
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but to reserve a larger amount to meet any extraordinary outlay, either for the 
restoration or repair of those portions of the plant and machinery that may require it. 

Your directors have, with the entire concurrence of Mr. Croll, and for the 
satisfaction of the shareholders, called in the assistance of Mr. Jones, the engineer 


to examine the state of the works, in conjunction with Mr. Croll, and to report to 
them the alterations and improvements required in order to secure a proper supply 
of gas to the district ; and, acting upon their joint recommendation, your directors 
have made arrangements for extending the purifying power, and for enlarging the 
accommodation for storing the gas, these extensions being rendered the more urgent 
in consequence of the still increasing demand for the company’s gas. 

The directors who retire from office at this meeting, are Mr. Thomas Pocock, and 
Mr. William Black, both of whom being eligible, severally offer themselves for 
re-election. i 

The auditor who retires from office, is Mr. William Bagshaw, and being also 
eligible for re-election, offers himself accordingly. 


Cr. 
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Lo ee ee 
Main-laying. . . . . . 
Service-laying . 


Deptford works. . . a se ee 

. arene a £1,428 13 10 

Office furniture and fixtures 275 16 3 

Sundrydebtors . . .. . 

Balance of cash at bankers— 
General account . . . «9 « 2 8 © © 
Dividend ditto . 


£3,432 19 1 
140 16 10 


3,573 15 11 
£184,694 9 9 
tract, said he always understood that the obligation was to pay £9550 a 
year until the rental exceeded £40,000. 

Mr. Duva: No; £42,000. 

Mr. Kerry: Surely, I never could have dreamt that. 

Mr. Crout said the honourable proprietor was correct, to a certain extent. 
He had to pay £9550 upon the rental until it exceeded £40,000; but then, 
in another part of the contract, it stated that the increased rental was not 
to be paid until it arrived above £42,000. There was that discrepancy in 
the contract. 

Mr. Kerry: Then, if the rental is £41,000, you will not be called on to 
pay any increase? 

he CuarrMan: No, nor if it is within £1 of £42,000. We have been 
over this matter a great many times. 

Mr. Beresrorp aaked for some information relative to the item, “ Sun- 
dry debtors, £8283. 2s 5d ,” in the balance-sheet. 

The CuHarrman said, £7583 of that amount was due from Mr. Croll. 

Mr. Cro.i: With the £450—making more than £8000. 

Mr. Beresrorp inquired when the year, on account of which Mr. Croll 
would have to pay the additional £900, expired? 

The CHarrMaN said, at Midsummer next, and the payment would be due, 
according to the contract, three months afterwards. 

Mr. Crott said that, taking the half year ending Christmas, 1859, and 
the quarter just terminated, and assuming that the rental for the June 
quarter would be equal to that of the corresponding quarter last year, the 
rental for the whole year would be £42,000. Knowing that such would be 
the case, he had paid over to the board a moiety of the £900, although not || 
legally bound to do it until the year had expired. | 

Mr. Beresrorp said he hoped that, as the directors had this additional 
income, they would devote it to the formation of a reserve-fund, instead of || 
applying it in the shape of larger dividends. He should be glad to be in- 
formed that such was the intention of the directors. 

The CHarrMAN said, the board would keep it as a reserve-fund. 

Mr. Cro. said that, as the works would require extension, the board 
would have this fund to fall back upon, instead of calling on the share- 
holders for additional capital for the purpose. 

Mr. BeresF orp differed entirely from Mr. Croll and the board on this 
subject. It was no reserve-fund unless the money were actually in- 
vested. He had always understood that, when the company were in that 
happy condition that the additional £900 became payable, it would be so 
appropriated. Now, he believed there was a gentleman present who would 
tell the shareholders that, when Mr. Croll’s contract expired, there would be 
required to be laid out on the works some £10,000 or £12,000. 

Mr. Croiu: Then that gentleman had better state it at once. 

Mr. BerEsForpD said he believed the gentleman he referred to would state 
it, and would bring some very strong proof of the fact. It was on that 
ground, and because he believed the directors were going on a false prin- 
ciple, he now told them that. unless they would establish an accumulating 
fund against the time when Mr Croll’s contract expired, he would continue 
to bore them with amendments every year until he carried his point. 

Mr. DuvAt thought Mr. Beresford was getting out of order, but 

The CrarrMANn ruled that his remarks were quite to the subject before 
the meeting. 

Mr. BeresrorpD said asa business man and a man of plain common 
sense, he did not look to his investment in this company as a means of 
getting 8 per cent.; he was quite content with 5 per cent., but he wanted 
to feel a consciousness that his shares would be worth 5 or 8 per cent. to 
his children in years to come. Why should the company go on year after 
year dividing 8 per cent., when they weretold that by-and-bye there would 
be a most awful deficiency, and the directors would have to call upon them 
to increase the capital account. Let them mark his words, and see whether 
it did not come to pass next Christmas twelvemonths. The report just pre- 
sented spoke of the directors having called in the services of an experienced 
engineer, Mr. Jones, and he would like to ask why, having done so, the 
board had not given the shareholders some intimation to-day of the result 
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of Mr. Jones's examination? Why was there not a report by Mr. Jones, as 
— formerly was by Mr. Hawksley? What had Mr. Jones been called in 
for 

The CHarrMAN said he would explain. The board found, from the de- 
mand for gas, that they were under the necessity of extending the capacity 
of their works with respect to the purifiers and the gasholders. Instead of 
leaving it entirely to Mr. Croll,—which, he, for one, had no objection to, be- 
lieving him to be one of the best men they could find—the board had 
thought it prudent and proper to have another first-rate man called in for the 
purpose of giving them a faithful statement of the works, and to point out 
what were the requirements for putting them in such a condition as effi- 
ciently to meet the demand made upon them. It was for the fortification 
of themselves as directors, and as representing the shareholders, that they 
had done so; and he believed that the course they had adopted would meet 
the concurrence of the meeting. The heunevetie proprietor who had just 


been some reflections upon the directors, and it had been insinuated that 
they had too much confidence in Mr. Croll He (the chairman) did not 
consider that they had had; indeed, he had every confidence in Mr. Croll, 


eight years and a half out of the ten with Mr Croll, he felt justified in 
cherishing a hope that, at the expiration of his contract, the shareholders 
would be so thoroughly satisfied, that they would give that gentleman a 
very handsome vote of thanks. 

Mr. BereEsrorp said the latter portion, at all events, of the chairman’s 
statement was not @ propos to the question. The board had obtained the 
assistance of a very experienced man, and why had they not given the 
shareholders the benefit of his report, if they had received one? 

Mr. Cro: If you have the report, read it by all means. 

The Secretary: Here is the report. It enters into a great variety of 
matters, and I think you would find it very tedious to go threugh. 

Mr. BErEsrorD submitted that the board ought to have had an abstract 
of that report appended to their own. He would like to know whether it 
involved a further outlay of capital? 

The CHAIRMAN said, certainly it did, and the board had now got tenders 
for the work. One portion related to the enlargement of the purifiers, and 
the cther to the gasholders, so as to adapt them to the increased work 
required. 

Ir. BerEsrorp asked whether the capital needed would be raised on 
shares already issued, and upon which there were calls not paid up; or 
whether there would be a fresh issue of shares? 

The CuarRMAn said he thought there were three more calls. The com- 
pany would not require to issue fresh shares; and, before the directors made 
another call, they would lay their hands upon the £749 balance. 

Mr. BERESFORD strongly objected to that course. 

The Cuarrman said the board did not feel themselves justified in calling 
up shares, upon which they would have to pay 8 per cent., when they had 
that amount in hand to appropriate to the extension of works. 

Mr. Berrsrorp said the boatd had never written off anything for depre- 
ciation, as they ought to have done. 

The CHAtRMAN: We have written £3000 off our capital. 

Mr. Crow said Mr. Beresford would remember that this time last year 
he stated that on this occasion he should be under obligation to pay the 
company the additional £900 stipulated for in the contract, and Mr. Beres- 
ford very properly said he would make a note of it. There was now an- 
other point which perhaps he would also take a note of. He (Mr. Croll) 
was bound by his contract to keep the works, the whole and every part of 
them, in thorough good repair; and he would leave the works in thorough 
good repair, as he was bound to do. 

Mr. BerFsForp said there was only one other remark he would make. 
The last paragraph but one in the report spoke about the retirement of the 
||chairman, and he, for one, would heartily support his re-election; for he 
'\ felt that, while Thomas Pocock was their chairman, the company was safe, 
', Dr. Lrppett said he believed there was no person in the room who had 
||more confidence in the directors than he had, and he thought it was the 

duty of the shareholders to support them in the arduous duties they had to 

periorm. He was sure, therefore, that what he had now to say would not 
| be taken as any reflection upon them, but would be put down to the anxiety 
|| he felt for the welfare and prosperity of the company generally. This com- 
|| pany was called the “ Surrey Consumers’ Gas Company,” and it was very 

important that they should bear this designation in mind. He was satisfied 
that the company could not benefit themselves, unless the consumers were 
well supplied, and satisfied; and the directors could not go on with comfort 
and efficiency, unless they were supported by the shareholders. The con- 
; sumers, directors, and proprietors were, therefore, united in one common 
|cause; but he was sorry to say that there had been many complaints by the 
consumers against the proceedings of the company. It was well known that, 
a little time ago, there was “a screw loose,” which, however, as it had been 
remedied, he need say noth ng more upon, except to cantion the directors that 
it was very important it should not occur again. If it did,they might depend 








sent time, seemed interested in saying everything against gas companies. He 
quite concurred in the remarks made by Mr. Beresford, that this company 
should be regarded more as a means of investment than of speculation: and, 
though he was not prepared to move an amendment for reducing the divi- 
dend below 8 per cent. on this occasion, he would urge upon the directors 
|| the propriety of recommending a smaller dividend for the next half year. 
He was quite sure, from information he had received, and from going over 
|| the greater number of the gas-works in London, that it was necessary they 
| should do so, and he hoped the board would take the subject into their 
serious consideration. He felt perfectly persuaded that the plan adopted 
by them in reference to Mr. Croll. in having him for contractor and engi- 
neer, was an erroneous one; but that would terminate in a year and a half, 
and they would have the works in their own hands, and would be able to 
,| Save by machinery that expense which was now incurred by extra labour. 
|| He was quite prepared to back what Mr. Beresford had said, that they 
'| would require £10,000 or £12,000 at the expiration of Mr. Croll’s contract. 
Alderman Wire hoped the honourable proprietor would be prepared to 
| State facts, and not deal in vague assertions merely. 
Dr. LippEL1 said it would be very unwise to give all the details, as by so 
doing it would damage the company, which was not his object. 
Alderman Wire: But you are damaging it. 
The CHamrman said Dr. Liddell was really raising in the minds of the 
i shareholders an idea which had something tremendous and fearful in it, and 
he ought to be prepared to prove that he had some good grounds for his 
| "apprehensions. He called upon him to say in what direction this great 
‘ outlay which was mentioned would be required, and not to allow the share- 
| holders to go away with the impression that some large and indefinite 
|; Amount would be required by and bye to do they knew not what. 








npon it they would get into great discredit with the public, who, at the pre- | 
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and nothing had occurred to shake it. Having worked harmoniously for | 











Dr. Lrppett said if the shareholders would only compare the plant and 
works of this company with those of any other, they would be able to draw 
their own conclusions. He did not think it was worth while to go into 
these matters. 

Alderman Wrre: Because you can't. 

Dr. Lippet1 said the proprietors might take his statements for what they 
were worth. He was not a gas engineer, but he was sufficiently acquainted 
with such works as to be able to form an opinion. } 

Mr.Wuire (a Cirector): These are mere assertions of Dr. Liddell’s, which 
are worth nothing. Dr. Liddell cannot produce any facts. 

The Cuarrman: I really think that Mr. Croll could give us some idea of 
what would be required to meet the increased demand for gas. 

Mr. Duvat: That would not be repairs: that would’ be extension. Dr. 
Liddell speaks about repairs. 

Dr. Lippe: Understand this distinctly: Mr. Croll can make gas for 


spoken must be aware that, at former meetings of the company, there had | you with the present machinery as good as can be desired. 


Mr. Duvatt: No he cannot. 

Dr. Lippe. said he knew very well that Mr. Croll had not done it, but 
he knew it could be done: and yet they were to have additional purifiers 
and some other things. The shareholders would recollect that, at the last 
meeting, Mr. Croll was asked for his opinion as to the probability of a gas- 
holder reported upon by Mr. Hawksley, requiring to be renewed. He him- 
self asked Mr. Croll how long it was likely to last, and the reply was, it 
might be ten years, or it might be fifty. It appeared to him to be a very 
vague way of estimating its duration, but coming from a professional man 
of experience, he accepted it as the best answer that could be given. But 
what was the fact respecting this very gasholder? Why, that in the course 
of a few months, it broke down altogether, and now the company were called 
on to lay out £1100 or £1200 upon it. This gasholder, it would be recol- 
lected, was put up by Mr. Croll himself, only seven years ago, and now it 
was almost worthless. No one would deny that that was the case. 

Mr. Croxu: Well, this is rich! 

Dr. LippELx hoped it would turn out to be so. He would like to ask 
Mr. Croll one question upon Mr. Hawksley’s report. He found in that 
report the following observation :—“ The single-lift gasholder at Blackhorse 
Bridge is a fine piece of workmanship, and is in excellent condition. The 
brick tank of this gasholder is, however, leaky, and allows the water to 
subside to somewhat more than two feet below its proper level. This is 
also a fault of construction, capable of remedy.” He would ask Mr. Croll 
whether this tank had been repaired, or still existed in the same state as 
when Mr. Hawksley’s report was made? 

The CHatrMan said he believed it was not so bad as it then was. 

Dr. Lrppent said there was also another matter. He found that they had 
only one hydraulic main, and he was under the impression that it would be 
unsafe to go on during the next winter in that condition. He believed that 
there had been something wrong during the past winter, and that, from a 
want of a supply of gas, this company had been obliged to go to the Phoenix 
Company. ‘There was no mistake about that, he supposed? 

Alderman Wire: There is a mistake about everything you say. 

Dr. Lipp. asserted that there was no mistake about this, at all events 
and he was very anxious to know whether the stoppage in the hydraulic 
main was likely to recur, or whether there was any provision made to meet 
the contingency. In this matter, the consumers were the parties to whom 
he must look. There was also another matter; he found that their works, 
instead of being closed in as they ought to be. were exposed to the action 
of the weather. They had only two purifiers, whereas he should think they 
certainly ought to have four, and that they ought to be covered over. 

The CHAIRMAN said all this was in contemplation by the directors. 

Dr. LippE.t said it would be most unquestionably desirable, for many 
reasons why the purifiers should be covered. It would be of great benefit 
to the oxide of iron used in the purification, and also to prevent the works 
from rapid destruction. He had stated thus much as to the necessity he saw 
for a great outlay upon the works, not for the sake of Mr. Croll being able 
to carry on the manufacture of gas, as for the interest of the company when 
the contract was at an end, and the directors took the works into their own 
hands. He would only now express @ hope that, at the next meeting, they 
would have a larger surplus to lay by, and that the board would recom- 
mend a smaller dividend. 

The CHairMAN said with respect to the statements of Dr. Liddell, if the 
shareholders would like to undergo the infliction, Mr. Jones’s report should 
be read tothem. Mr. Jones had given in an ample report upon all the 
points to which Dr. Liddell had alluded, and the directors had given all the 
cere and attention to his recommendations which they could possibly give 
They intended to cover over the purifiers, and to expend upon them in al] 
about £1200. There was an idea in the minds of some, that Mr. Croll had 
put up a bad gasholder. ‘The directors had told Mr. Croll that the gasholder 
was not in the working condition they liked, and they called upon him to 
put it in order. 

Dr. Lippety: At whose expense? 

The CHarrMAN: I was coming to that point. The board called in the ser- 
vices of Mr. Jones, and asked for his opinion as to the amount which Mr. 
Croll would be obliged to lay out to put the gasholder in an efficient con- 
dition; and also the additional amount which would be required to make 
such alterations in it as the board might think fit. They then said 
to Mr. Croll—“ Are you prepared to give us the amount which you would 
be obliged to spend upon it, and Jet us add what is necessary, and do it in 
our own way.” Mr. Croll said—“I will do as you like. 1 will either repair 
it as I am bound to do, and I am quite willing to do it under the super- 
vision of Mr. Jones, or I will pay the money and let you do it yourselves.” 
The directors preferred taking the money, and doing the work in the way 
they thought best. 

Mr. BERESForD said he hoped the directors would not feel grieved at the 
inquiries which he had proposed. It was the only opportunity the pro- 
prietors had of making themselves acquainted with the affairs of the com- 
pany. The chairman had quite satisfied his mind on these points. He had 
bad the impression that, under cover of doing fresh works, they were going 
to do repairs; and the chairman had not previously enlightened them by 
the statement that Mr. Croll was to pay the proportionate part of the ex- 
pense which seemed to fall to him, 


Mr. Cro said Mr. Beresford must remember the position of the com- 
any, some seven or eight years ago, as well as any man; and he must 
<now, too, that at that time the a were not possessed of any 
very large amount of funds. He (Mr. Croll) then made an estimate of 
the amount required to build the gasholder and tank, and to put up a 
steam-engine and condensers. He undertook to erect the whole of those 
works for an expenditure of some £5000, and to be paid, not in money or 
even in shares of the company, but in debentures; not one copper being re- 
ceived in money. ‘Those works were undertaken, and the directors, being 
always anxious that tke shareholders should be satisfied, required that a 
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| gentl capable of forming a judgment upon them, should be called in 
to éstimate the sum expend: as the works He (Mr. Croll) agreed to 
that proposal, and also to accept the sum at which they were estimated. 
Among those items was this identical gasholder, which was erected upon a 
rinciple different to that generally adopted; and he wished it to be known 
by every proprietor, and by every person acquainted with such works, that 
he agreed to eréct a poe be Ha capable of holding 308,000 feet of gas, for 
something less than £3000. Being anxious, under the circumstances of the 
company to save their funds as much as possible, that gasholder was 
erected on the cheapest principle in one sense, its formation being partly of 
cast iron, which might have lasted for a great length of time, but for the 
undue strain put upon it during the late heavy winds. The consequence 
of that strain was, that it sustained considerable injury. He, therefore, 
said to the directors, “I am now willing to undertake to supply a gasholder 
to hold a given quantity, or you shall appoint any engineer you please, and 
whatever charge he makes you pay, and I will deduct from it the sum 
which the other gasholder has cost you.” It was afterwards considered 
better to substitute wrought iron for cast, and, under those circumstances, 
he said that he was quite willing to pay the sum necessary to put the gas- 
holder in the state it was in when erected; to let the directors adopt their 
own plan; and, when they had ascertained what the sum was, he would be 
to pay it. That was the arrangement which had been carried out. 
ith reference to the hydraulic main, Dr. Liddell seemed to have a won- 
derful deal of knowledge about it. Any one would imagine that he was a 
director himself, for he seemed to know as much about the silent workings 
of the board as they did. 
Mr. Beresrorp: Perhaps more. 
Mr. CkotL: Undoubtedly that is the case. : 
Mr. Buack (a director, with great warmth): Gentlemen, Mr. Croll is 
looking at me. I say Dr. Liddell never had one iota of information from me. 
The CuHatrMan: Gentlemen, I am very sorry that ~~ friend Black is 
excited. He has a little bit of the north country about him, the same as 
Mr. Croll; and it is astonishing how warm they get ina moment. Even at 
our board, I cannot tell how it is that these north country gentlemen so 


n get w 
Mrs Crown: I am exceedingly sorry Mr. Black should think I am referring 
to him. I was looking at all the directors—first one way, and then another. 

Mr. Back: If you say you did not refer to me, I am satisfied. 
Mr. BeresForD: Dr. Litaell says, that no director ever gave him infor- 


mation. 

Mr. Crout said the best proof that the hydraulic main, and every portion 
of the apparatus, was oukien in the most perfect style was this, that Mr. 
Jones, who was called upon to give 2 report in conjunction with himself as 
to the extensions necessary to meet the increased consumption of gas, con- 
cluded his report, without his (Mr. Croll’s) knowledge or privity, by saying 
that, when the extensions were carried out, these works would be equal to 
any in London. Loe a 

he Cuarrman: Yes; that is quite correct; the statement is in writing 
signed by him. ’ 

Se . CROLL said the only other point he wished to refer to was the re- 
mark made by Dr. Liddell. He thought if this gentleman, who seemed to 
be in constant commmunication with Mr. Beresford, had stated all he knew, 
he would not have made the observations he had made. Looking back for 
seven or eight years, he remembered the time when Mr. Beresford said, he 
regarded every penny which he had invested in this concern as being lost. 
r. BERESFORD, interrupting, denied that he had had any communica- 
tion with Dr. Liddell, or furnished him with any information in reference 
to the works. The only thing was, that they both held the same opinion as 
to writing off a much larger sum for repairs; and Dr. Liddell, since they 
had teen tn that room, had called his attention to two or three passages in 
Mr. Hawksley’s report which séemed appropriate to the subject under dis- 
cussion. He had said before, that, so long as Mr Pocock was in the chair, 
and Mr. Croll was their engineer, he was content; but he should always 
keep a little pull upon them, if for no other purpose, that he might, as he 
had done now, bring out Mr. Croll in true English colours. 

Mr. ANDERSON said, some few months ago he seconded an amendment 
for a reduction of the dividend. He knew it was an unpleasant thing to 
shareholders to touch upon a topic of this sort, but, as he said then, he re- 

ated now, he felt they were dividing more than they ought to do. He 
Rad no hesitation in saying, that not only were the dividends too large, but 
they were practically fictitious. Every one that was at all acquainted with 
other London companies, knew that they put aside a large amount to meet 
contingencies, and the insensible depreciation of plant. Upon his own 
authority as a gas engineer, he was prepared to say that the works 
of this company were depreciating to the extent mentioned by Mr. Beres- 
ford, and that, if they did not require to lay out that amount in the next 
year, they would before very long. Surely it might be assumed that other 
companies knew how to conduct their business as well as this. Let them 
look at the Phoenix, their next door neighbour; they were not competitors 
at the present moment, but one day they might be, and they put by for de- 
preciation six times as much as the Surrey Consumers’ Company. 

Mr. Biack reminded Mr. Anderson that the Phoenix Company had 
not a contractor who was bound to keep up the efficiency of the works, 

Mr, ANDERSON said that was the precise answer given to him eighteen 
months ago, and it was no answer at all. The amount which he stated 
ought to be passed for depreciation was not the amount which Mr. Croll ex- 

mded from day to day to keep the works in repair. The gasholder which 
had been referred to was an instance of what he meant. All their gasholders 
would die after a while, and have to be replaced, and the same with all their 
services and all their meters, and yet they were allowing nothing for de- 
preciation. He had no doubt they would, as a company, be in a better posi- 
tion than they had been, and that the time was coming very fast; but he 
would far rather know that Mr. Croil was about to continue his contract 
than to know that the works were cominginto the hands of the board. He 
had no confidence in their taking the management, for it was apparent some 
of them were very hotheaded, and if they exhibited so much before the share- 
holders, he thought it indicated that there must be a good deal of fire some- 
times at the meetings of the board. As a proof of the correctness of what 
he said, he would turn to the accounts. There he found an item of “ Meter 
fixing, £60. 11s. 7d.;"” and yet he found that the whole sum for meters 
purchased was only £26. 15s. 6d. There was an unreasonable disparity be- 
tween the two items, because the fixing of a meter could not be more than 
10s., while the cost of it might be £5 or £6. Then he found for “service 
laying,” £159. 1s. 4d. was charged, which was nearly eight times the 
cost of the meters. Now, everybody knew that it did not cost eight 
times the cost of a meter to lay a service to it; and, therefore, the only 
conclusion he could come to was, that it included the keeping of them in 
repair—it could not be anything else. One word he would like to say 
about the gasholder. At the time it was erected, Mr. Croll had a very 











hard time of it; the company as it were, had their noses just above the 
water, and in the December previous to its being built, they were obliged te 
withhold the supply of gas to their consumers. By the following autumn, 
they were however burning so much gas, that this gasholder had to be put | 
into operation before it was finished. On this account, the gasholder had | 
never had fair play, for if it had, it would have lasted three times as long | 
as Mr. Croll’s contract. He considered therefore, that as far as Mr. Croll | 
was concerned, there was not a single iota of blame attributable, and that | 
all the money he had to expend upon it in repairs, was money out of his 
pocket for which he ought not to be held responsible. He did not know || 
that it was necessary for him to prove the statement that other companies 
were laying by much more for depreciation than this company, but he was | | 
prepared to do so. Of course, during the first few years of its existence, a || 
company had less depreciation than afterwards, but he had no hesitation in | 
saying that that depreciation was going on, and that their pipes were || 
rotting in the ound. And yet they were making no provision to meet! | 
this depreciation, and because of this they were able to pay the dividend || 
they did. He did not intend to move an amendment, for he felt that he || 
could not carry it, but he made these remarks, lest his silence should be || 
construed into acquiescence. | | 








Mr. Back: It should be known that Mr. Anderson holds one share in 
the company, and that I and my friends hold £20,000 worth. 

Mr. Kerry: That is no good reason for objecting to his remarks. 

Mr. AnpERsoN: I have large sums in other companies, and, if I have not 
here, it is because I have no faith in the proceedings. Why is it gentlemen, 
as we are paying 8 per cent. dividend, our shares have not gone up more 
than they have? Ifthe public had a large amount of confidence in us, 
there is no reason why our shares should not be quoted at £12 or £14, 
instead of £9 or £10. 

Mr. Buack: I only wish the meeting to understand, because that is one. 
reason probably, why Mr. Anderson thinks me warm, that everything he 
did while he had the management of the works, has required to be partly 
done over again. 

Mr. Duvaut: Nearly the whole of it. 

Mr. Crott: I really think it is a great pity to go over all these things. 

Mr. Biack: I was opposed to almost everything that Mr. Anderson did: 
and I think this meeting ought to pay very little attention to a person who 
only holds one share in the concern. 

The CuarrMan interposed, and said he thought they were getting very 
much out at sea, in debating matters which transpired six or seven years 
ago. He was sorry that Mr. Black had made any reference to Mr. 
Anderson or Mr. Anderson to Mr. Black, and he hoped there would now be 
an end of it. As to this fearful sum of £10,000, which it was supposed | 
would be required, he could not comprehend the possibility of it at all; but, | | 
if the shareholders should re-elect him to a seat at the board, he would || 
promise that whenever such an expenditure should seem probable, they | 
should be called together and consulted upon the subject. 

Mr. Brickwoop said, he thought it was exceedingly wrong that there | 
should be such remarks as had been made, especially remembering that | 
there was a time when directors and shareholders too would have been | 
willing to hand over the whole concern to Mr. Croll, if that gentleman | 
would have taken their liabilities. And then, in reference to Mr. Anderson | 
and the way in which he was pitchforked into it, they all knew'that if he | 
only held one share now, the time was when he held a great many more, || 
As to what had fallen from Dr. Liddell, any one would suppose to hear | 
him talk, that he was going to succeed Mr. Croll as engineer of the) 
company. But the present was not the first time that Dr. Liddell had 
raised up a ghost for the purpose of frightening the shareholders. He! 
talked about ‘‘machinery for saving labour’’—no doubt if-they took his 
advice, they would really want at least the £10,000 or £12,000 of which he | 
had spoken. 

Mr. ANDERSON rose to speak, amidst signs of impatience, and attempted 
to proceed, but was met by considerable interruption. } 

The CuarrMan called upon the meeting to support him in keeping order. 

Mr. AnpeErson persisted in his right to offer a word in explanation. He | 
had he said but one remark to make, and it was this: Mr. Black had 
attacked him by saying that the things which he did at the works, had had | 
to be pulled down. Now he (Mr. Anderson) was prepared to put £100 into | 
the hands of the chairman, if Mr. Black would do the same, to be paid to | 
any charity which might be named, if Mr. Black could prove his position | 
and shew that the works whch he constructed, had had to be pulled down. 
If Mr. Black would not accept that challenge, he was bound to retract || 
what he had said. 1} 

Mr. Back said he would not accept a challenge in that way. || 

After some further desultory conversation, the motion for the adoption || 
of the report was put and carried. | 

The CHarrMAN then moved “that a dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. | 
per annum. free of income-tax, for the half year ending December 31, 1859, | | 
be now declared, and that the same be payable on and after Monday, April | 
23rd.’ It was not for him, he said,to make any further remarks on what 
had transpired, but he thought he might first say in reference to the 
frightful outlay which Mr. Anderson talked about, that it was not to be 
supposed that a keen north country gentleman like Mr. Croll, was carrying || 
on the works of this company at a loss to himself. Indeed he had heard it | | 
rumoured, that Mr. Croll was getting £6000 or £7000 a year out of them; || 
but, supposing it were only half that amount, it would very materially | | 
alter the position of the company, when at the end of Mr Croll’s contract | 
they took the works into their own hands, i 

Dr. Lippe. in seconding the motion, said he would make one remark, 
lest Mr. Croll should suppose he had intended to do him an injustice. He 
was quite aware of the fact, that this company, before many of the present | 
proprietors joined it, were under deep obligations to Mr. Croll; and, he 
hoped, when the present contract expired, they would have the honour to 
see that gentleman occupy a seat at the board. | 

The motion was then put and carried. 

| 





The CuarrMAN having retired from his seat, | 
Alderman Wire moved, and Mr. BerEsrorp seconded his re-election, 
which was cordially acceded to. || 
The CHAIRMAN, in resuming his post, expressed his obligations to the | | 
meeting. For nearly three score years, he said, he had been a resident in | 
the borough of Southwark. The character he had been able to sustain as 
a mercantile man and the good opinions of his neighbours which he had 
had the fortune to secure, were very dear to him; and, he hoped, he should 
never do anything which would lessen their esteem for, or weaken their 
confidence in him. 
Mr. Black was also re-elected a director, and Mr. W. Bagshaw an auditor. 
On the motion of Mr. BERESFORD, a vote of thanks to the directors was 
adopted, and the chairman having briefly acknowledged the vote, the | 


proceedings terminated. 
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COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of this company, 

London Tavern on Friday the 13th instant—JameEs incase Wizson, Esq., 
os presiding. 


the day, he had been requested by Mr. Butler to apologize to the 


; j pa 
for his absence from the meeting on this occasion. It un 


ortunatel 
within the parliamentary recess; and, as that was the only time that the 


he was sure the proprietors would not grudge him his brief repose, but 
would heartily join in the wish that it might prove beneficial to him. 
Having offered this apology, they would now proceed to business. 

The SecRerary (Mr. —~) read the notice convening the present 
meeting and the minutes of the last meeting. 

The following report and statements of account were taken as read:— 

The directors are gratified in being able to report the continued satisfactory 
condition of the company’s affairs, 

The balance-sheet and accounts of the company, for the half year ending the 31st 


Dr. 
To proprietors for paid-up capital ° oe 
British debentures. . . . . ee 
Fo ee a << 


14,600 0 
32,400 0 0 


£320,210 5 0 
Dr, 


To balance from capital account . ee 
Amount due to sundry persons eo 8 
Contingent-fund. . .. . tie aici 
Ditto and interest invested . £3,943 
Interest to be invested. . . 169 


Balance, profitandloss . . oss 10,409 9 11 
£60,833 9 0 


Profit and Loss, 
. £23,675 16 


Dr. 
Toamountforcoals. . .. . ° +. 
Ditto for lime and oxide , . < ° . ee oa 
Ditto for fire-bricks, &c. ° : ews 
Allowances on collection . . . oe 
Plant—British—for charges , 
Ditto, for repairs < 
Maine, ditto. . . « « « 


i 


oo w 
POR PDHSOWSwSRHKOeCOCmOm: 


Services,ditto . ... 
Meters, ditto. . ... 
Repairing lamps . a 
Wear and tear of office furniture , 
Stationery, printing, and office charges. . . 
Salaries of officers, directors and auditors’ fees 
Rates and taxes. . . ... 
Commission to collectors . . 
Dad dette. . 1. 2 6 @ 8 
Ps 6 42% 6% & « 
Interest on contingent-fund . 
Dittoonloans . ... 
Solicitor’s charges . . . 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


20,838 9 10 


Balance . 1. 2 0 « « a ae a ee . - 10,409 9 11 


The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, I shall now proceed to make a few remarks 
upon the report and accounts which have just been presented. Our report tells 
you that our affairs are in a satisfactory condition. The last half year has 
been one of a favourable character, and we have delivered a larger amount 
of gas to our consumers than in any former corresponding period. Owing 
to those alterations in the mains which from time to time we have reported 
to you, we have been able to do this with but little increase to our car- 
bonizing account. Our gas has been of good quality and illuminating power, 
and I am happy to say that we have not had a single complaint from any 
consumer. In asubsequent paragraph of our report, we state to you that 
we have entered into contracts for the erection of new purifiers. This is 
more as a measure of precaution than of absolute necessity. When we ob- 
tained the sole supply of our district, we thought it an imperative duty to 
place our works in such a condition that we should at all times be prepared 
to deliver an efficient supply of good gas to the public. We thereforeadded 
duplicate machinery to any part of our works which were liable to 
become deranged, and, up to the last winter, we had an excess of purifying 
surface. But the great amount of gas which we were called upon to deliver 
during the last season, has rendered that excess not so large as wea could 
desire. I may state to you that we have delivered nearly 3,000,000 
cubic feet of gas in one night; and, with this large and increasing demand 
upon us, we have felt it desirable, as I have observed, to erect new purifiers. 
The alterations made in our mains have been of such decided advantage 
to us, that we now propose to extend them to the district of Millwall, so as 
to be able to give a large increase of supply to that important locality. 
When we came before you on a former occasion, we had to lament, in 
common with the directors of other gas companies, the very violent agita- 
tion which was taking place in many of the gas-works in London, owing to 
the unruly conduct of workmen who had combined in an attempt to impose 
terms upon the companies which were perfectly inadmissible. We ex- 
perienced, to some extent, that agitation upon our own works, and if we 
escaped its extreme results, it was chiefly owing to the judgment and pru- 
dence evinced by our engineer, Mr. Jones, at that crisis. We are glad to say 
that, during the past half year, there has been no similar manifestation on 
the part of our men; they have been extremely well conducted, and we 
have thought it desirable to introduce a scheme in reference to them which 
we have long had under our consideration. We have always felt that there 
ought to exist a close community of interest between employers and the 
employed, and that if the latter give us their cheerful services during the days 
of their strength, we ought to be mindful of them in their hours of sickness and 
affliction. We have, therefore, established a sick-fund, to which all the men 
contribute, according to their position at the works, and to which, also, the 
company liberally subscribe. Iam sure that this plan will meet your cordial 
approval, and that you will, with us, regard it as one of the surest means of 
attaching our workmen to our service and interest. Gentlemen, while, as I 
have said, all has been calm within our works during the past half year, I re- 
gret tosay that the agitation which some three years ago commenced in the me- 





he CHAIRMAN said, before they commenced the ordinary business of | 
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was held at the |" 


happened that, frequently in this half year, the meeting of the company fell | 
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Capital Balance Account, December 31, 1859. 
~£273,210 5 : | 


| 


| 
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Trade Balance Account, December 31, 1859. 


December 31, 1859. 


7 
1,303 12 0 | 
898 8 2 | 


£57,125 16 6 | 





chairman could take for a short relaxation from his very arduous duties, | ee Se eee 


265 


December last, have been signed by the chairman, and examined and certified by 
e auditors. 

The directors (revert to their report at the preceding ordina’ mentee having 
decided upon giving to the shareholders, holding shares not fully paid up, the 
option of paying up the whole, or any portion of the amount remaining to be paid 
on such shares, now report that the sum of £18,606. 5s. has been received, and will 
be sufficient to place the working capital of the company in a sound tion. A 
porte of this amount, to the extent of £5000, has been employed in the payment 
of bonds. 

Contracts have been entered into for increasing the purifying power of the works, 
ize, will be required, during the ensuing 
tion of gas in the Isle of Doge. 





summer, to meet the i 


t The profit and loss account shows that a net profit of £10,409. 9s. 11d, has been | 


realized during the past half year, and the directors recommend the declaration of 


a dividend, at and after the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, free of income-tax, | 


leaving a sum of £292 for interest upon debentures, and a balance of £2148. 8s. 9d., 
which has been carried to the contingent fund, and will be invested. 
The following directors, viz.:—Thomas Brushfield, John Jones, 
Solomons, Esqrs., will go out of office by rotation, who, being eligible, have given 
notice of their intention to offer themselves for re-election, and Henry Webb, Esq., 


auditor, will go aut of offiee by rotation, who, being eligible, has given notice of his 


intention to offer himself for re-election. 
Cr. 


By amount for freehold, plant, mains, services, meters, 
&c., to June 90,1859. . . . «. 2 2 
GER e One 6 sg set ee 


£294,865 0 6 
45111 8 


£295,316 12 2 

902 14 0 
—— £291,413 18 2 
Balance to trading account . . . ee 25,796 6 10 
£320,210 5 0 


Cr. 


Less for sale of British property, and also rent 
oe oe ee ee ee ee rare ae 


By amount due for supply ofgas. . . . . . . £81,193 10 6 
Ditto for products, &e. . . 2. 2 2 6 ow 2,638 6 5 
———— £33,831 16 11 
Three per Cent. Consols invested for contingent-fund and interest 
see ee a a 
oc r 4 ° ne 6 


ap het eae 9,029 16 7 
Balance atthe bankers, . . . e ee ee 6 


14,098 5 8 
£60,833 9 9 
Cr. 

. £10,557 2 
46,467 4 
83 12 
ll 3 
614 


By products—Coke, breeze, tar, and liquor . 
CC. « <a s - sk  S s  F e e ef 
Interest on balance atthe bankers . . . . . . . 
ees Cc wee ee . 
Discounts. «6 2 ws bw we 


£57,125 16 ¢ 


tropolis, has been continued. The delegates entered our district and placarded 
our walls, inviting complaints against us, but, I am glad to say, they signally 
failed, as not one congiaie of the quality of our gas was made, and I am not 
sure they did not retire in disgust—at any rate, they do not receive much sup- 
port from the parochial boards. The measure proposed to be introduced 
by them into Parliament last year was a failure; but, within the last 
few days, another bill has been brought forward, which has been read a 
second time in the House, and a copy of which I have now before me. 
Upon a careful perusal of that bill, I have no hesitation in pronouncing it a 
measure of spoliation, a bili of pains and penalties, unjust in principle, in- 
quisitorial in character. Some of you may be rather surprised that such a 
bill should have been allowed to be read a second time without opposition. 
This has arisen from the earnest desire of all the metropolitan companies 
to court inquiry. They are desirous that the fullest investigation should 
take place, feeling confident that the results must be favourable to them, in 


disabusing the public mind from the unfounded charges brought against them. | | 


Should any further legislation be considered desirable, they will be perfectly 
willing and ready to assist in promoting any measure which is at once just 
towards the companies and liberal to the consumers, that thus an end may be 
put to this senseless agitation. But we have no idea that such a measure as 
that which has been introduced will ever be allowed to pass; we have every 
confidence that a committee of the House of Commons will never suffer the 
obnoxious clauses which it contains to become law; but, gentlemen, what- 
ever may be the result, we shall still continue to our consumers that liberal 
course of conduct which has met with your approbation, and acquired for 
us their confidence. 


adopted, and entered on the minutes.” 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, and inquired whether the directors had 
met with any offer for the property at Bow since the last meeting? 

The CHArrMAN said they had had offers, but not of such a character as 
they felt at liberty to accept. 

Mr. RuoprEs asked what amount would be required for the alterations 
proposed at Millwall? 

The CuarrMan said, the directors could scarcely tell yet, as they had no 
tenders in, but it would probably be from £1500 to £2000. He had omitted 
to say that they would not require any money from the shareholders to 
carry it out, as they had funds in hand at the present time. 

Mr. Ruopes called attention to the increase in the item of rates and 
taxes, and asked if any explanation could be afforded? Also, whether the 
company had been assessed for the new main drainage works? 

The CHAIRMAN said, every addition to their works, of course, added to 
their assessment. The company had not been assessed for the new drain- 
age, but they expected to be. 

Mr. Ruovgs asked the cause of the legal expenses charged in the accounts? 








I do not know that I haveany further observations to | | 
make to you—perhaps you have some to make to me; if so, I shall listen to | | 
them with the greatest pleasure; and in order to give you an opportunity | | 
to do so, I will move formally —“ That the report and accounts be received, 
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The Cuarrman said they arose out of an action which the company | 
brought against a very notorious character in the district, who wauted his | 
gas without security. The company were successful, but the man was un- | 
able to pay the costs. . 

Mr. Ruopes asked the meaning of the item “Transfer fees” in the 
accounts? 

The CHAIRMAN said it was item which appeared every year, and was for 
the half-crown fee paid on registration. 

Mr. Gray said he was sorry he did not enter the room in time to hear 
the commencement of the address of his worthy friend the chairman. He 
most cordially concurred in what the chairman said in reference to the 

roceedings of the gas companies on the bill which had been introduced 
into the House of Commons. He was quite satisfied that the course taken 
by them was the proper one, and was the most likely to lead to a satisfac- 
tory termination of the subject. There was no one in the room that at all 
understood the question of the supply of gas to the metropolis who could 
subscribe to the doctrines advanced by the delegates and their representa- 
tives. He (Mr. Gray) would like to know why, when gentlemen had em- 
barked their pee in undertakings like this, which at the first were 
always hazardous, they were not to look forward to receive ultimately a 
full reward for their enterprise? Why, he would ask, should gas companies 
be placed in a worse position than manufacturers of any other article for 
public consumption? If the principle sought to be established in reference 
to the supply of gas were to prevail, why should they not goto some of the 
great manufacturing towns, like Manchester, and say to those who are en- 
gaged in business there—“ You derive very great profits from the goods you 
sell, and we call upon you for the future to let us have those goods, not at 
prices whieh will pay you, but at prices which will satisfy us.” One course 
of conduct was just as consistent as the other. If he were to be compelled 
to supply gas at a price which the people who consumed it chose to think 
he ought to charge for it, why should not the same rule apply in reference 
to every other commercial speculation? The better course for those who 
advanced such notions would be for them to take the gas-works of the me- 
tropolis into their own hands. He knew pretty well what would be the 
result if they did—they would work them to their own destruction. Take, 
for example, a brewer — would it be consistent for the public to demand to, 
be supplied with a pot of porter for 4d., when the brewer told them he could 
not make it at the price? But that was precisely the point at issue between 
the gas companies and the agitators who affected to represent the public. 
In reference to the bill now before the House, those who acted for the com- 
nies thought it the most judicious course not to offer opposition to the 
introduction of the bill, and in that determination he cordially concurred. 
The bill, as it now stood, appeared to have had some of the objectionable 
clauses expunged, but still there were many others to which the companies 
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could not possibly accede; and these would, according to the course which 
had been taken, be submitted to the consideration of a committee of the | 
House of Commons. He was quite satisfied that, the more the conduct of | 
the gas companies was investigated, the more satisfactorily would they stand 
before the public—at all events, those who were able to form a correct 
judgment between right and wrong—and that it would be seen that there 
was nothing in the manner in which they had managed their business 
which could justify the attacks made upon them. The companies might 
have opposed this bill on the standing orders, and that would at once have 
settled the point for the present session; or they might have opposed it on | 
the second reading, but if they had done so it would have left the matter 
where it was, and have deferred the investigation of a question which it was 
desirable to set at rest for ever; and the companies felt that it was for their 
interest generally that the subject should as early as possible be brought to 
aclose. It could not be denied that gas property had been much injured 
by the agitation; therefore, the sooner they could disabuse the public mind 
the better, and show that the companies asked for nothing but a fair return 
for the capital which they had invested in the service of the public. 
Having stated so much about the companies generally, perhaps he might be 
allowed to make one or two observations with regard to this company in 
particular. He saw in the accounts presented to the last half-yearly meet- 
ing an item of £3842 for repair of plant. That appeared to him to bea very 
large sum, but he would venture to say that it was, no doubt, judiciously 
laid out. Then, in the accounts now presented, the expenses for repairs 
were £3720, and for mains, £3156. Perhaps the chairman would inform 
him whether the latter charge was for new mains, or whether the expense 
had been incurred in substituting large for small ones? 

The CHAIRMAN said it was for removing three or four miles of mains in 
one district, and supplying new mains there. That comprised the greater 
part of the amount; probably, however, there were some repairs included. 

Mr. Gray inquired whether any portion was for extension of mains? 

The CHAIRMAN said there was not. All extensions were charged to 
capital; but the directors thought it a safe and proper plan, wherever they 
replaced old mains by new, to place the cost to revenue. 

Mr. Gray snid he was quite satisfied with the explanation given. All-he 
could say was that, however anxious gas proprietors might be to uphold 
their property, there ought to be a disposition on the part of the managers 
not to keep the shareholders out of the fair share of profits to which they 
were entitled. In this way, many things might be placed to revenue which 
ought to go to capital. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was not a common fault with directors of 
companies. 

Mr Gray did not say it was a fault; but he might remind his worthy 
friend that, if the directors placed to revenue that which ought to go to plant, 
they deprived the shareholders of a portion of the profits which should come 
to them. It must be obvions to every one present that the value of their 
property mainly depended upon the dividends that were paid. although he 
quite agreed that it would not be wise to pay a large amount one half year, 
and not another. He felt that the directors ought not to withhold from the 
present generation of shareholders whatever they could fairly give them; 
for, though he had a great interest in those who would come after him, he 
|should be sorry for some of his splendour to be shorn to glorify them. 
| With respect to the accounts of this company generally, he would say that 
|they were very carefully and satisfactorily prepared, and, in the result, 
showed that the directors did their best for the interests of the concern. 
| He believed they would continue to do so, and he hoped the shareholders 
; would always be able to meet them in the same cheerful and harmonious 
way that they did on this occasion. With reference to the agitation, too, 
he hoped that they would get out of it successfully, and that a uniform 
price of gas in the City and suburbs would be obtained. He the more con- 
tended for this because the bill now before Parliament provided for a uni- 
rorm illuminating power for the whole of the London district. Therefore, 





to supply a certain amount, were called upon to give a 30 per cent. higher 
standard, it was monstrous to refuse to give them more money; and what 
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he contended for was, that they should all have the same price for the same | 
illuminating power, and that the anomaly at present existing with reference | 
to the supply of meters— some companies charging for them, and some not 
—should be got rid of. These were two points which were well deserving 
the attention of all gas companies; and he was quite sure that his honour- | | 
able friend in the chair would concur in the remarks he had made upon | | 
them. 

Mr. Grauam asked whether it was not a fact that this company supplied | | 
meters free? } 

The CHatrMan said it was. He did not go into all the clauses of the || 
Metropolis Gas Bill in his opening speech, because he did not like occupying | | 
the time of the proprietors; but he might just say that some of those clauses | | 
were of the most objectionable kind. For instance, those relating to he) 
illuminating power and quality of the gas to be supplied. To produce gas | | 
of that standard, cannel coal would have to be employed, and, by the bill, the | | 
companies would be subject to a heavy penalty if it was a candle less, or if’ | 
by any chance impurities found their way into it. He had not the slightest | 
doubt that those clauses would be rejected, and he had a warrant for sup- | 
posing such would be the case. In the present session, those identical | | 
clauses were attempted to be introduced in a local bill before the House of 
Lords—the Dover Gas Bill; but they were rejected by the committee of 
that House, and what they had rejected in one bill they were not very 
likely to allow to pass in another. 

Mr. Box made several inquiries, in answer to which 

The CHarrMaN said the contingent-fund of the company was formerly 
employed in the works; it was part of the trading capital of the concern. 
Some years back, when they purchased the freehold of their works, the pro- 
prietors thought it was a good investment of the contingent-fund to apply 
it to that purpose. The amount required for the payment. of the dividend 
this half year was £7969. 1s. 2d. In reference to the suggestion made at 
the last meeting, that the amounts received for coke, breeze, tar, and 
liquor, should be given as separate items in the accounts, the directors had 
taken it into consideration, as they promised to do, and they did not deem 
it desirable to make any alteration. Any proprietor who wished to have 
the details of these receipts, could get them by applying at the works. 

Mr. Lutnam said he had hoped Mr. Gray would carry his remarks fuar- | 
ther, and would not only have spoken of the large amount charged for re- | 
pairs and mains, but also for the contingent-fund, which came out of the || 
earnings, £9024. He did not think the charges for repairs and mains was || 
quite satisfactorily explained; it was a large amount of money, and the di- | ' 
rectors seemed to have adopted their own view of the matter, without con- 
sulting the shareholders, in carrying the whole of it to the debit of the! 
revenue account. | 

The Cuatrman said it was only proposed to be done, for, though it was | 
in accordance with their Act of Parliament for the directors to do it, they | | 
usually took the opinion of the shareholders upon the subject, and he should 
presently submit a motion upon it. | 

Mr. Lutnam said his belief was, that they were able to pay a larger divi- 
dend to the shareholders; indeed, he was certain that they could. The chair- | 
man shook his head, but that did not convince him that his opinion was! 
wrong on this point. Whether it was policy this half year to do so or not,! 
was another question. It was not right to let the directors have their own | 
way on this point, generation after generation (for six months was a gene- | 
ration to the shareholders); and to be satisfied with nice speeches abont | 
their anxiety to keep their house in order. He fancied himself that they | 
were doing too much for posterity, but he did not know that it ever did |! 
anything for him. He called upon the directors to see whether, on the next | 
occasion, they could not, as a matter of honest duty to the shareholders, in- | 
crease their dividends, as, he believed, they could well do without the | 
slightest injury to the concern. The three items which had been named—' 
£2148 for contingent-fund, £3720 for repairs, and £3156 for mains—together | 
£9024—were more than were required to pay the present rate of dividend. 

The CHatrMAN said he was sorry that the two last items had taken so, 
large a sum for the last half year: but, with regard to the contingent- fund, 
he regarded that as the safety-valve of all commercial companies. With 
the bill at present hanging over them, which,.as he had said, was a bill of 
spoliation, and which required them to give gas of a higher illuminating 
power than they could possibly do with the coals they were accustomed to | 
use, it would be a very unwise step to increase their dividends at the pre- | 
sent moment. | 

Mr. Grau regretted that any such proposition should be made, or such | 
observations as had been offered indulged in at this meeting. Every at- | 
tempt was being made by the agitators to get up a case against the com-) 
panies, and to show that they were making too much profit; and the com-| 
panies, when they came to meet the charges before the Legislature, would | 
have to show that they could not carry on their business properly, with the | 
limitations and restrictions sought to be imposed upon them. It was un-| 
wise, therefore, with these things hanging over them, for the proprietors to | 
argue that the company were laying aside too much for contingencies, and | 
that they could, if they chose, pay a higher rate of dividend. The public| 
were trying to take advantage of the companies in every way; and when 
those who had embarked capital for their service, had brought their under- | 
taking into a satisfactory condition, they strove, by every possible mode, to | 
grind something out of them. He (Mr. Graham) would szay fearlessly that | 
the contingent-fund of this company was not nearly so large as it ought to} 
be, for their protection against a possible rainy day. The expense of oppos- | 
ing the bill now in Parliament would cost a considerable sum of money, | 
and he thought therefore the proprietors should be satisfied with obtaining | 
a6 per cent dividend, clear of income-tax, on the pres: nt occasion. I 

The CHAIRMAN said he was only sorry that the profits of the company | 
would not pay a larger dividend; but, unless they confiscated the amount | 
of the reserve-fund, they could not possibly do it—the profits of the half | 
year would not allowit. The proprietors should recollect that the company 
were supplying a wide and poor district with gas at 4s. per 1000 feet, being at 
the same rate as was charged in the richer district of the City of London 
They were able honestly to pay 6 per cent , and to carry over £2000 to the 
reserve-fund. He trusted some day that fund would be three or four times 
as large as it was at the present time, as that would not be too large a re- 
serve for such a company as this. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put and carried. 

Mr. Lu.nam said he did not see why the company should carry so large 
a sum as £2000 to the contingent-fund this half year, when the whole 
amount heretofore paid to it was only £6000. He was quite willing to 
admit that they ought to pass something to the credit of that fund, but, to 
appropriate the whole balance in that way, whatever the amount of that 
balance might be, was Wrong in principle, and should not be sanctioned. 

The CHarrman said, under the 102nd section of the company’s Act, the 
directors had power to appropriate such sums as they might think 
necessary to meet contingencies, and to enlarge and repair the works. 
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They had, therefore, set this sum apart, and they proposed to invest it in the 
Three per Cent. Consols along with the other portion of their reserve:fund. 
Mr. Lutuam said he was not satisfied with this course, and must still 
object to so large a sum being set aside for the purpose. 
The CHAIRMAN thought there could be but one feeling in reference to 
the reserve-fund—viz., that it was not so large as it ought to be. If any 
one of their large gasholders should meet with an accident, they had not 
sufficient in hand to replace it. As to the large amount they were able on 
this occasion to set aside, the honourable proprietors should recollect that 
in previous half years they had been able only to appropriate a 
comparatively small sum in this way. He concluded by moving—* That a 
dividend be now declared at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, free of 
income-tax, for the half year ending the 81st December last, and that the 
same be made payable at the company’s offices, Stepney, on Monday, the 
16th, Tuesday, the 17th, and Thursday, the 19th days of April, and on 
every subsequent Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, until the 3rd day of 
May next, between the hours of twelve and four, and afterwards on 
Mondays only, in every week, between the same hours.” 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Gray said, the explanations which the chairman had given must be 
satisfactory to every one present. The only question was, as to what 
extent the contingent-fund, ought to be carried. For his own part, he 
believed the company had not sufficient to meet any unexpected damage 
which might arise, and that it would be desirable to have a fund to fall 
back upon. 
A PropRIETor said he was not satisfied with the way in which the fund 
was invested. The company were purchasing Consols which paid them 
3 per cent. and borrowing money at 4 and 5 per cent. It seemed to him 
like the case of the Irishman who cut a piece off one end of his blanket to 
lengthen it at the other. 
he CHArrMAN said it would be inconvenient, even if it were practicable, 
|}to invest the money in any other way; but their Act of Parliament 
||required that the fund created for this purpose, should be invested in 
Government securities. 
Messrs. Thomas Brushfield, John Jones, and John Solomons, the retiring 
directors, and Mr. Webb, the retiring auditor, were then severally re-elected 
Mr. Gray moved a vote of thanks to the directors, which was seconded 
by Mr. Ruopes, and carried unanimously. 

The Cuarrman acknowledged the vote, and said that himself and col- 
leagues would continue to exert themselves for the prosperity of the com- 
pany, and hoped still to retain the confidence of the proprietors. 

Mr. Lutnam thought that, before they parted, they should acknowledge 
|| the services of their engineer, Mr. Robert Jones, to whom they owed a debt of 
gratitude for the manner in which he had conducted their works. Wherever 
he went, he heard Mr. Jones spoken of as one of the most able engineers in 
the metropolis, and the works cf the Commercial Gas Company as a model 
for all London. 

Mr. Box seconded the motion. 

The CHarrMay, in putting the question, said he had the greatest pleasure 
in bearing his testimony to the zeal and energy which Mr. Jones had always 
displayed; and he was quite sure that the gentlemen right and left of him 
would add that the resolution met with their hearty concurrence. Mr. 
Jones's firmness in preventing the agitation which existed in neighbouring 
works extending to theirs he had already referred to, and he would only 
now remark, that that gentleman was always at his post, and always desirous 
to promote the interests of the company. 

The motion was cordially adopted. 

Mr. Jones said he must confess that he knew more about engineering 
than about speech-making; and he must therefore crave the indulgence of 
the meeting for only saying, in acknowledgment of the resolution just 
adopted, that he felt extremely flattered by the manner in which he had 
||been spoken of, and the cordiality with which his services had been 

appreciated. 

The CuarrmAn stated that those proprietors who desired it, and would 
signify their wish, could have their dividends forwarded to them by post. 

Votes of thanks to the secretary and the auditors were then adopted and 
acknowledged, and the proceedings terminated. 
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2 IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of this Company was held at 
the offices, John Street, Bedford Row, on Thursday, the 12th of April last— 
W. P. Ricuarps, Esq., governor, in the chair. 

The usual formalities having been complied with, 

James GeorGe Burke, Esq. (deputy-governor), read the following 
report :-— 

Your directors have to eport a continued and satisfactory increase in the 
business of the company, and they have the pleasure to add— 

That the arrangements made for meeting the increased demand for your gas have 
enabled them to supply all your customers without difficulty, leaving each night a 
considerable reserve in the gasholders. 

_ That early in the present year, they had before them plans and estimates for 
increasing the efficiency of your works and mains, to provide for the probable 
future wants of the district, and— 

_They have, after mature consideration, ordered a new trunk main of 36 inches in 
diameter to be laid from the west gate of the Pancras Station of works, up Elstree 
Street, Phenix Street, north of the New Road, to Osnaburgh Street and the 
Portland Road, to be connected there to the 18 and 15-inch mains running into 
Marylebone and Paddington, thus avoiding the New Road where the Metropolitan 
Railway is torun. The cost of this main will be about £11,500; from which must 
be deducted £2640, to be paid by the railway company for the present 18-inch main 
in the New Road. 
|| Your directors also propose to lay down about 3 miles of 36-inch main, to 
|| Communicate with the Fulham works, at an estimated cost of £22,000, for the better 
supply of the district lighted from those works, which is rapidly increasing. 

In addition to which they have purchased, for £11,500, 14 acres of freehold land 
adjoining the Fulham works, with Mr. Broadbent’s lease and interest therein, which 
not only enables them to bring into immediate action the two large retort-houses 
there, the subject of the injunction, but will give the means of extending those 
works when required. 

_They had previously bought of the parish of Fulham 4 acres of land with that 
view ; but the greater portion of it having been required by the West London 
|| Extension Railway Company, they were glad of the opportunity of acquiring the ad- 
| joining 14 acres, and, at the same time, of relieving the company from the injunction. 

| The only other large works which they have in immediate contemplation, are, a 
| gasholder in the vicinity of your Pancras works, and additional coal-stores for that 

station, the estimated cost of which, with the necessary tank, is £35,000. 
|| You will readily see, from the foregoing statement of necessary outlay, coupled 
with the fact that the present floating capital is inadequate to the increased business 
of the company, that calls must be made on the new shares. 

Your directors need hardly assure you, that they will make these calls as 
sparingly as possible, but they think it right to intimate that £5 per share will be 
wanted early in July. 

An attempt was again made last year, to get up an opposition gas company in the 











of three days before a committee of the House of Lords—but the bill of this year was 
withdrawn before it reached the standing orders committee. 
A new bill has been brought into the House of Commons this session by Sir John 
Shelley, on behalf of the delegates of the metropolitan vestries, ‘‘ For Better 
»Regulating the Supply of Gas to the Metropolis,”’ which bill has been read a second 
time, and will be referred to a select committee of the House after the Easter recess ; 
before which committee your directors will feel it their duty to adopt such steps as 
may appear to them necessary for the protection of your interests. 
It only remains for your directors to report— P 
That the last call of £2. 10s. per share on the new shares has been fully paid up. 
That the existence and responsibility of the several sureties to all bonds, for the 
performance of offices of trust under the company have been inquired into, and 
new bonds ordered to be taken where necessary, agreeably to the 8th bye-law. 
That, pursuant to the provisions of the Act, four directors and one auditor go out 
of office by efflux of time, and being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 
That the profits of the last half year will enable you to pay a dividend at the rate 
of 9 per cent. per annum, less income-tax, and carry over £5295 to the rest. 
And they, therefore, recommend, that a dividend for the half year ending 
December 31st last, be declared at the rate of ‘‘ forty-five shillings ’’ per share upon 
the old shares, and “thirteen shillings and sixpence’’ per share upon the new 
shares, less income-tax, and that the same be payable on and after this day. 


The Governor said: Gentlemen, in moving the adoption of this report, 

I think it may be convenient if I repeat the several sums stated in it as ne- 

cessary to be expended; and I will endeavour to give you reasons for sup- 

posing that that expenditure will return a good remunerating profit. The 

first sum is £11,500 for the laying of a main, instead of the one in the New 

Road. Another sum, of £22,000, is for the laying of a main to carry off our 

gas, and distribute it, from our Fulham works. Another sum, of £35,000, 
is for making a new gasholder and coal-store at St. Pancras. Another sum, 
of £11,500, is to pay Captain Gunter for land we have bought of him, in 
connexion with the injunction respecting the Fulham works. These amount 
to rather more than £76,000. This is a large sum to contemplate, and, un- 

le8s we can justify it, we can hardly expect your approval of it. The great 
bulk of this expenditure, you will observe, is for the means of distributing 
our gas, and for the erection of a new gasholder, to accumulate the gas that 
we make in the day time, and distribute during the night. I think there is 
no greater economy in managing extensive gas-works than having a facile 
mode of distributing the gas, and accumulating that which is made during 
the day, because, during the night, we cannot make as much as we distri- 
bute. Last winter, we suffered much inconvenience from the want of the 
accommodation we are now preparing; so much s9, that we were con- 
stantly obliged to change the supply of gas from one station to another, 
as we found it convenient. That was attended with considerable incon- 
venience, and, I believe, not a little waste. This winter, we must be pre- 
pared with greater facilities, because, as there has been a constant increase 
in the demand for our gas, if we had difficulty last winter in meeting the 
supply, and had recourse to expedients in order that the public should not 
be inconvenienced, it is necesszry that we should have a much larger capa- 
city for storeage than we had then. You must bear in mind that, in large 
works of this kind, your small repairs and patchwork are really a very bad 
economy. If you want to do your work effectually, you must, as we have 
always attempted to do, do it in such a way that the money you lay out one 
year will be available for years to come. (Hear, hear.) That is by far the 
best economy; and I have no doubt you will agree with me in that. The 
£11,500, which I first mentioned, is for a new main, as a substitute for that 
which now lies under the New Road, which is rendered useless by the works 
of the Metropolitan Railway Company. Though we are protected by clauses 
in the Act of Parliament, it is quite impossible for us to continue lighting 
the district, with the contingency of an accident occurring during the great 
works which will go on in the New Road, because they would inevitably 
have interrupted the flow of our gas. We might have received from them 
damages; still it would not be pleasant to go to law every week, and get 
ourselves into a scrape with the public. We have, therefore, entered into 
an agreement to this effect—that the company should pay us for our pre- 
sent 18-inch main in the New Road what the main cost us, and the laying 
of it, which sum is indicated by £2640. We have, therefore, taken advan- 
tage of the circumstance to increase our power of sending gas to that side 
of the town; and we have increased the old 18-inch main to a 36-inch main, 
which gives us an immensely additional capacity. That main will be laid 
in the route indicated in the report, and will pour a vast body of gas into 
the top of Great Portland Road, where it meets the mains that now supply 
Marylebone and Paddington; so that we shall have the entire command of 
that district, and it is well worth our while to incur this expenditure. The 
sum of £22,000, as I have said, is to furnish a main large enough to carry 
from Fulham all the gas that we can make there. At present, we have the 
power of making a vast quantity of gas—about 3,000,000 feet a day—but 
we have not the power of carrying it away; so that our works there are use- 
less, unless we go to the expense of this main. We shall bring it out some- 
where about the east end of Marylebone, and so command the whole of that 
district, with the least possible pressure. The £35,000 is intended to be ex- 
pended in a large gasholder at Pancras, by which means we shall be enabled 
to have constantly a sufficient supply of gas in readiness. The difficulty is, 
that, in the day time, you make a great deal more gas than you can send 
out, and, during the night, you make a great deal less; and, unless you 
have a receptacle for receiving the gas, in proportion to the supply, there 
will always be a difficulty. The £11,500, for 14 acres of land purchased of 
Captain Gunter, at Fulham, embraces the whole of the discomforts of the || 
injunction, which we shall now get rid of. We might, certainly, have ma-| | 
naged otherwise, and have set Mr. Gunter at defiance; but we could not | 
have done it, I think, more economically, and certainly not nearly so 
conveniently. As it is, do not think we have over-purchased that land. 
If we have patience for a few years, I think that will turn out to be a good 
purchase; for, at present, there are five railway companies, all tending to 
that point, across the Thames. Whether the enlarged stations that they || 
may require will produce any demand for our land, remains to be proved; | | 
but we do see that railway stations in the metropolis magnify themselves | 
exceedingly in a short time. And there can be no doubt that large popula- 
tions always come into a neighbourhood of that kind; and, therefore, I do 
not contemplate this as any grievance at all. The next point is to give you 
hopes that what we are now doing will be a profitable investment. In 
former years, we have expended large sums of money, which have been 
roductive of such an interest as to make it worth our while to expend it. 
The circumstances are now precisely the same. There is an increasing de- 
mand for gas, and there is every prospect that the increase will continue. 
Prospectively, we can have no better way of reasoning than by looking to 
what has happened under similar circumstances in the past; and, upon that 
basis, we need not doubt at all that we shall have as good a remuneration 
for our money this year, as for the money laid out in 1855, 1856, and 1857. 
I do not know that [ can say anything more about the outlay, and you will 
judge whether my conclusions are founded upon good reasoning. The dis- 
cussions which bave lately taken place, I dare say, have made you very 




















Borough of Marylebone, by reviving, with new directors and new solicitors, the 
Consumers’ Bill, which was thrown out of Parliament last session, after an inquiry 


much alive to the illuminating power of gas and the pressure. All I can 
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say is, that, as far as the illuminating power goes, we have always kept on 
the right side of the parliamentary limit. Our pressure has been every- 
where abundant. Ido not mean to say that there has never been a com- 
plaint from individuals of their not being able to get gas enough; for that 
must happen everywhere, because, in the details of a business of this sort, 
such things will occur. Gas-fitters are exercising their ingenuity to invent 
gas-burners which obstruct the flow of gas; so that, while we indulge the 
ublic with great pressure, the gas-fitters are doing all they can to nullify it. 

We almost invariably find an easy remedy for complaints by sending one of 
our inspectors, and just putting on an ordinary burner. have only now 
to move the adoption of the report and accounts. 

Mr. Ruopes: [ understand the proposed calls wil) be made towards the 
latter end of July. 

The Governor: The beginning of July. 


you can give some explanation of that. 
The Governor: I can very easily do that. It is this: the parishes are 
obstinately bent on sweating the gas companies as much as possible. 


an investment; what is that? 

Mr. Heyry (secretary): It is £15,967, to which will be added £1500 for 
the last half year. 

Mr. Ruoves: What is that money invested in? 

Mr. Henry: In Three per Cent. Consols. 

A Prorrixcror: Does the £11,500 that has been expended in reference 
to Fulham, include the costs of our opponents? 


Mr. Henry: We have not got them in yet; we are anxicvis to do so. 


to lay down? 





want a 36-inch main to convey it to Marylebone. _ 
Mr. Ettiotr: Am I correctly informed, that hitherto your gas-holding 
power at Pancras station was not in the same relation to your retort power 


relation as it exists at the other stations? 

The Governor: Our power of storeage was not sufficient for our power 
of makeage. We did very well till our business increased to its present 
extent, because it was not necessary to stow away so much gas. It has 
now become absolutely necessary that we should make our storeage more 
in proportion to our makeage. 

Mr. Exuiorr: I, along with many other proprietors, I believe, felt deeply 
| disappointed and deeply mortified at the inconvenience which this company 
| sustained by the want of power to use the works they had erected at 

Fulham; but I think the proprietors evinced a wise reticence in not ex- 
| pressing their disappointment on account of that misfortune; and they thus 
| assisted the directors in Setting possession of this property at what I con- 
| sider will, after all, be a very moderate price; for I understand that the 





decks and warehouses of considerable extent at Fulham. In my mind, 
there can be no question that, whether they want any portion of this land 
| or not for their purposes, there must of necessity be a number of houses 
erected, which will eventually give us a good remunerating profit. The re- 





stand that the parties bringing forward that bill admit that the normal con- 
dition of a well-managed gas company is to render its proprietors a dividend 
of 10 per cent. I hope that, though that bill was not brought in by our 
|| friends, it eventually will tend to our advantage. We must recollect that 
|| one of the first engagements we entered into was to have an ample supply 
| | of gas for all our customers; that that supply should not be on the verge of 
\the extreme of what is wanted, but should be equal to meeting any 
| small accident or contingency that may occur. And, as I understand. if, 
|| last year, any such contigency had occurred, we might have been in diffi- 
| culty. I think, therefore, the directors are pursuing the wisest course in 
|| laying out what is necessary to enable us to fulfil the first and most im- 
'| portant of all our contracts with the public, namely, to supply them with 
|any quantity of gas they may require. I think, also, that we have a pros- 
| pect of quite as great prosperity as formerly. 
||. Mr. Henry: I do not like to let it pass that you understood the governor 
|| to say there might have been a difficulty with regard to the supply of gas 
|| last year. The governor said, occasionally we were obliged to change districts 
|| from one station to another. We had the means of connecting all our pipes 
‘and supplying all the district, but at some little cost. There was no night 
that we had less than 3,000,000 feet of gas in stock, after supplying the 
|| wants of our customers. 
|| Mr. LANGDALE: I suppose there will be no immediate new gas rental 
| arising from the outlay of £76,000, which is proposed. 
||. The Governor: I can only speak from probability. We never yet have 
| been any month without a very large increase of rental, and I suppose it 
| will continue. We have got now a very much larger rental than we had 
‘| last year, and the probability is, that it will increase. Whether it does or 
| does not, we are in such a fix that we cannot go on without it. 
| Mr. Lanapate: It is not like lighting a new district. 
The Governor: There is a rental constantly increasing, and why should 
|| it not continue? 
|| Mr. LaNGpALe: It does not appear to me that it is iike laying down pipes 
|| in some new district, where new rental would arise from it. I willcall your 
|| attention to another matter. I have heard of a lime-light company; I un- 
| | derstand that that company can produce a more brilliant light than can be 
|| produced from gas. I think it has been said that King’s College, London, was 
| |lighted up with it, and that a most brilliant light was produced. It has 
| also been said by an eminent person, that it would very likely swamp the 
||gas companies. I cannot quite agree with him in that; but 1 think it is the 
|| duty of a large company like this, to have their eyes open to it, because a 
|, company the other day (I allude to the London Dock Company) had an 


| | OP’ sition started against them, and shares that were up at £120, are now 
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| only £65; and the dividend is reduced from 10 per cent. to about 3 per | 


|,;cent. These are awful warnings to proprietors of shares in companies; but 
||I have no fear about this company. I believe it to be the most respectable 
||and well managed company in London; but I think it is the duty of share- 
|| holders just to hint at these things, and I should like to know whether this 
| |lime-light company is really in existence: whether it is a feasible thing; 
|| whether it can light houses; whether it is likely to come in competition 
| awe this or any other gas company; and whether we have any reasonable 
| 

| 
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ground to fear any opposition from it. I understand the thing is established, 
and that an office has been opened in the City, and my object in mention- 
ing it to the board is, to hear what they think about it. 





Mr. Ruopes: I observe a great increase in the rates and taxes; perhaps , 


Mr. Ruopes: There is something mentioned in the accounts respecting | 


Mr. Extiotr: Can you inform me what will be the lig! :ing power of the | 
gas brought from the Fulham works by the new main v: uich it is proposed | 


The Governor: The power of making gas hitherto has been 1,200,000 | 
cubic feet per diem; we now get an increased power of 2,200,000; and we | 


as at your other works, and that one of your main reasons for erecting anew | 
gasholder at Pancras was to bring the gas-holding power there into the same | 


| railway companies which have been alluded to have the idea of erecting | 


port has alluded to a bill which is now before Parliament, and I under- | 


| A Proprietor: I should like to hand in to the directors a paragraph cut 
from the Times a short time ago, which was originally taken from the 
| Photographic News. It has reference to the super-heating system. [The 
, proprietor handed in the paragraph referred to. ] 
| he Governor: The manufacture of hydrogen gas is a thing that has 
been mooted for thirty years at least, and has failed entirely. The fact 
is, the hydrogen itself gives no light until it is combined with hydro-car- || 
bons, which is neither a very simple process nor a very economical one. I | 
think there has hardly been a year, since I have had the honour of presiding | 
in this room, that there have not been one or two most destructive schemes | | 
proposed against gas lighting. As to the lime-light, I am quite sure the || 
honourable proprietor has not taken the trouble to inquire elsewhere about |, 
it, or else he would have found, that anybody who had paid a little atten- || 
tion to the manipulation of that light, would have told him it was quite in- | | 
nocuous, as far as private lighting is concerned. a) 
| Mr. E. V. Ricwarps (a director): Perhaps I may be allowed to mention 
that I attended the meeting at the Society of Arts, at which Dr. Letheby | 
| addressed an audience, and stated that the cost of producing 1000 feet of | 
oxygen gas would be upwards of £9. a 

A Proprietor: Will you give us your opinion as to the practicability | | 
and expense of producing gas from water. 

The Governor: There is no doubt about its practicability, but as to its 
—— I think it will never answer. | 

Mr. Exttorr: I think I can set the matter at rest with regard to this 
process, which seems to have excited some anxiety, Our property, though | 
it may partly consist of retorts and retort-houses, is, in the first place, a 
connexion, and a set of gas-pipes; and, if there is a cheaper and better mode 
of making gas, we can adopt it. 

Mr. Henry: In looking to the accounts, I find that we have sold in ex- 
cess 72,000,000 feet of gas this last quarter over the corresponding quarter 
of last year, which, I think, is a fact that will speak for itself. We used to 
think 18,000,000 a very considerable increase, and that was the highest in- | 
| crease we achieved in a quarter, up to 1859. As to the manufacture of gas 
from super-heated steam, the foundation of that is our own tar; and, if 
it were available, we should make use of our tar in the most valuable way, 
instead of selling it. As to the lime-light, the basis of the lime-light is the 
carburetted hydrogen gas, which is in our trade. They start with pro- | 
| posing to purchase our gas. 

The Depury-GoveRrNoxr (Mr. Burke): [ am anxious to offer a few obser- 
vations in answer to an honourable proprietor; I mean the observations 
which fell from Mr. Elliott. He alluded to the obligation which is imposed 
upon a company, to supply its district efficiently. No one can doubt the 
| fact that we must do so. But he stated also, that he looked upon the bill 
| which has been introduced in Parliament, as a bill, to a certain extent, pro- 
tective of our interests. I do not wish the meeting to separate with that 
conviction upon their minds, unless, at the same time, they take this into 
account, that it never can be a protection to our interests unless it is very 
materially altered from its present shape, because that bill is a bill of the 
most aggressive character that you can conceive. It is, in point of fact, a 
bill founded upon wrong data; it proceeds upon the assumption that, be- 
cause the companies have districted, therefore the public have been injured, | 
and, therefore, that they require some species of protection, which they did | 
not before. In practice and in fact, the public have, in no degree, been | 
damnified by the districting, but, on the contrary, because we have econo- |} 
mized our supply; by economizing that supply, we render the period at 
which we must reduce our charge nearer than it otherwise would be to the | 
public. Honourable proprietors are aware that, under the conditions of our 
Act of Parliament, we must, when we pay a dividend of 10 per cent., reduce | 
our charge to the public; and, therefore, the sooner we pay that 10 per 
cent., the better for the public. Now, I believe, and I think my friends by | 
whom I am surrounded concur with me in the opinion that, if we never, 
had districted at all, we probably should be in a safer position than 
we are at this moment, because we had a monopoly through a con- 
siderable district, and, in other districts, we had a company com- 
paratively weak, whose opposition we did not very much fear; we were 
prospering, notwithstanding that opposition, and, so long as there were 


eS | 





t 


two companies, the public thought they were protected, though, in fact, " 


we could, at any moment, have agreed with that other company as to the 
price we should charge, or make any other regulations we chose; so that, 
in practice, I am not quite clear that that company was not a protection to 
us, rather than otherwise. I never, for one moment, regretted the step 
which we took in districting, because it was founded on honest and econo- 
mical principles. It was an absurdity to be wasting two capitals, when one 
would suffice, and that two mains should be doing the work of one, whilst 
we were constantly subject to escapes of gas; and, not knowing from what 
main the escape took place, it involved a constant necessity of breaking up 
the streets. It likewise involved us all in expense and trouble, and useless 
contests with our neighbours, which led to unpleasant litigation. I believe 
we took the right course in districting, and I know that the public have 
been benefited by that, instead of injured. Because we have done so, they 
have thereupon founded this bill, which assumes that they have a right to 
impose upon the gas companies restrictions which, I venture to say, have 
never been sought to be imposed on any other companies whatever. The | 
bill which has been introduced is of the most aggressive character. Al- || 
| though, so recently as the year 1854, after a long and protracted inquiry, | 
Parliament came to the conclusion that you should be entitled to charge 6s. || 
for your gas, and supply gas of a certain illuminating power, until you di- | | 
vided 10 per cent. dividend out of that price, this bill proposes the taking | 
off a large proportion of the price that you are entitled to charge under that || 
Act, and, at the same time, to increase the illuminating power. It is a bill || 
brought forward by consumers for the purpose of benefiting themselves at | | 
your expense; and, therefore, I beg you all to know this, that unless you || 
succeed in altering that bill most materially, it is a bill calculated to affect || 
your property most prejudicially. I therefore hope that that bill will re-| 
ceive from you all that attention which it deserves, and that you all will, | 
in your own particular spheres, lend your aid to induce such alterations in || 
it, as to render it, what Mr. Elliott said it might be, a protective measure. | | 
I believe the bill is so bad in its present form, that we might have a very | | 
good chance of procuring its rejection; but, inasmuch as we have divided! 
this metropolis into districts among ourselves, and inasmuch as other com- 
| panies in the metropolis are not in the same position as we are—that is to 
say, they are not under the same Acts of Pariiament, and are liable, to a 
certain extent, to objections to which we are not open—we have thought it 
| better to meet this bill in the fairest ible spirit, and, admitting that 
| there should be uniform legislation with reference to all the companies in 
| London, provided that legislation were fair and reasonable, we have said, it 
is only upon that ground that it can, by possibility, be allowed to - 
Therefore, it will be our duty, as it has been our duty hitherto, through the 
very efficient aid of our secretary, Mr. Henry, to endeavour to obtain seh 
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modifications of this bill as may render it innocuous. We have proceeded 
in an amicable spirit, so far as we have gone, and the clauses which have 
been settled between the parties are fair; but there remain in the bill 
clauses which are most prejudicial to your interests, and which will require 
a most strenous opposition on our part. Mr. Elliott having alluded to this 
bill as one which he considered of a protective character, I thought it fair 
to tell you what is the real character of it. 

Mr. Exriorr: I think I have been very fortunate in having induced you 
to give a full explanation of this bill to the proprietors. 

A Proprietor: Do you propose, in case of any dispute with the parishes, 
for instance, a reference of such questions to arbitration ? 

The Deputy-Governor: If Parliament declares that we shall sell gas 
of a certain illuminating power, and charge a certain price for it, there 
must bea course of appeal somewhere, and the simpler that course of appeal 
is, the better. 

Mr. LanGpALE: I think no expense should be spared in opposing that 
bill. 
The Governor: We will do the best we can, you may depend upon it. 
The report and accounts were unanimously adopted. 





was unanimously carried. 
The retiring directors and auditor were re-elected; and a cordial vote of 


|| ledgment of which closed the proceedings. 








| . THE METROPOLITAN GAS SUPPLY 
WESTMINSTER DISTRICT BOARD OF WORKS. 
i| Frmay, Aprit 13. , 
i} The Ordinary Meeting of the Board was held this day, at the offices'in 
Great Smith Street-—Mr. Lownpes in the chair. 

'| Mr. HuGues, in accordance with notice, moved the following resolution : 
||—‘* That the surveyor be requested to report, for the information of the 
|| board, what quantity of cannel gas in cubic feet the Chartered Company 


must supply per annum to each public lamp, in order to give the light | 


| specified in their last contract with the board; and the consequent price 
|| per 1000 feet which the board is paying for the gas. Also, the same par- 


ticulars with reference to the Western Gas Company, assuming the gas | 


||supplied by that company to be of the same illuminating power as the 
|;cannel gas of the Chartered Company, which is regularly tested by the 
|surveyor.”” He said he did not think that much explanation was necessary 


at the present stage of the subject, because he was not aware of any objection | 
Nor was | 
| tended to be made of the return, if agreed to, he would frankly state that he 


|| that could be taken to a proposal for obtaining this information. 
||it needful to state what service might be gained through having the parti- 
| culars before them; and, therefore, he would simply ask for it on the 
|; ground that it was an important matter, which had been hitherto overlooked 
||by the board. There could be no doubt that not only the board, but the 
|| ratepayers generally, should understand something more than at present 
|| they did as to the terms upon which they were being supplied with gas, and 
|| he believed the information he now asked for would throw much light on 

the subject. He had hoped that Mr. Arntz would have been prepared with 


| this information; but, as it happened not to be ready at the present time, | 


'| he would conclude by making the motion in the terms specified. 
Mr. DEAKIN seconded the motion. 
Mr. PENN said he should like to know from the surveyor whether it would 


''be desirable, for the interests of the parish generally, to furnish these 
jreturns > or whether, in the peculiar position in which the parish stood with 
'ithe gas company at the present moment, and considering, also, the fact of 
|| the bill now before Parliament, it would not be supplying the gas com- 


'| panies with weapons which they could use against them. There was no 
|}doubt that Mr. Arntz could do it if the board gave him an order to the 
||effect ; but he thought they ought to pause before collecting a mass of evi- 
;|dence which might be produced before a committee of the House of Com- 
|| mons, to the detriment of the parish and of the consumers of gas generally. 

|| Mr. T. Horn said, Mr. Arntz had furnished the board with monthly 
|| reports of the illuminating power of the Chartered Company’s gas, which 
|| reports had fallen as fiat upon their table as Lord John Russell’s Reform Bill 
' had upon the country at large. Nobody cared a rush for either the one or 
|\the other. But since the board had met that day, he (Mr. Horn) had 


||summed up what each public lamp would consume, in accordance with those | 
| with the order of the board, he said he was unwilling to take up the time of | 
the meeting, or he could show that the grievances in this parish were daily | 


;|Teports of Mr. Arntz; and he found the result to be that the parish 

were paying about 5s. per 1000 feet for the cannel gas supplied to them. 
|| There could be no objection, as far as he knew, to agree to the returns asked 
|| for in the motion; but it was doing business over again. He thought Mr. 
Penn need be under no apprehension about furnishing the gas companies 
with information. 

Mr. CLARKE thought there would be very great objection to these returns ; 
and Mr. Hughes, if he pressed his motion, would bring upon himself great 
odium, without accomplishing any good result. 

Mr. ScupamoreE hoped that, before the motion was put, Mr. Hughes 
would give some good reason for persisting in it, and would be able to show 
that, when the returns were made, they would be of some utility. The 
materials already in possession of the board were so ample that he did not, 





|| as at present he understood the question, see any ground whatever for pro- | 


|| ceeding in the matter. 

|| Mr. Arntz said, Mr. Hughes had expressed surprise that, his notice of 
motion, having been so long on the paper, the returns asked for were not 
||already prepared. Mr. Hughes seemed to have forgotten the conversation 
|| he had with him (Mr. Arntz) upon the subject, when he had expressed a 
|| Very strong opinion that it would be most objectionable to make these 
||returns. When individual members of the board were desirous to obtain 
||information, he was always very anxious to furnish it, and would spare no 
pains to make it as complete as possible. But, in this case, he had the mis- 
fortune to differ with Mr. Hughes as to the propriety of making the 
returns, and therefore could not take upon himself to prepare them by antici- 
pation. He thought it would be better not to state what the objections 
he entertained were, but he might say that Mr. Hughes was fully aware 
of the nature of them. 

Mr. Huvenes: I am not aware of them. 

Mr. Arntz said, it would be sufficient for him to state that he had men- 
tioned those objections to Mr. Hughes, and that they differed upon the sub- 
ject. It was his (Mr. Arntz’s) duty to state to the board, that there were 
serious objections, which, though he thought it would not be well to give 
expression to publicly, he would be happy to submit and explain to a com- 
mittee, if the board desired it. He wished it to be distinctly understood, 
that those objections were in no way founded upon considerations of the 
trouble which the preparation of such returns would give him. 

Mr. Hueues said that, having been requested to state the use which 

might be made of these returns, he would go into some particulars with re- 











| per hour to each of the 


| ask, therefore, whether there was any difficulty, any danger, any wanton 


A resolution, authorizing the payment of a dividend of 45s. per share on | 
the old shares, and 13s. 6d. per share on the new shares, less income-tax, | 


| under their present contract, the Chartered Company were giving only two 
|| thanks to the chairman and directors passed by acclamation, a due acknow- | 


| £3. 10s. Divide £3. 10s. by 8600 feet, and it was at once apparent that the 
| parish were paying the company no less than 8s. per 1000 feet for their 
| gas, 
| parish ds. 
| could not tell, but, here was a — fact in opposition, that while the 
| private consumers were charge 





| increasing, and that, notwithstanding the pressure put upon the gas com-| 
| panies, which, in many parts of London, was causing them to increase the 
| quality of their gas, there were insidious efforts being put forth, and stipu- 


| dually gaining t 


| as they would i 





> ary to them, and he did so with great pleasure. Mr. Arntz had stated 
t there were objectlons to furnishing the returns, but he supposed there 
would be no objection to his stating the conclusion which he drew from that. 
He asserted most unhesitatingly, that there was no danger whatever to be 
ay mae from the publication of these facts. There was no mystery 
about it in any way, and he was perfectly astonished that a belong- 
ing to this board should anticipate any such results. The gas supplied by 
the Chartered Company was of a certain illuminating power, as was proved 
by returns of the officer of this board and by the company’s own statement 
to Parliament. In accordance with Mr. Brotherton’s motion, the company 
made a return, that their cannel coal ges, burning five feet per hour, was of 
an illuminating power equal to 26 candles, and Mr. Arntz, testing it with a 2} 
feet burner, found it average from 12} to 15 candles. The previous con- 
tract which this board had with that company, stipulated for 2} feet of gas 
ublic lamps, but, the company under their new 
contract refused to stipulate for any given quantity, but they proposed to 
supply a light of 10 candles only. These facts were known, and he would 





exposure of facts, to ask for a return as to how much gas the company must | 
supply to each public lamp in order to give the light specified, viz., 10 ean- 
dles? If 2} feet gave 12 or 13 candle light, 10 candles would be given by 
2 feet, and that was the only question he wanted to ask. He asserted, that, 





feet of gas per hour to the public lamps. The number of hours in the year, | 
from sunset to sunrise, might be taken at 4304, from which it followed, | 
directly, that the parish got 8600 feet of gas for the £4. 5s. per annum, | 


| which they paid per lamp tothe company. Deducting from this £4. 5s., the | 
| company’s own estimated charge for lighting, cleaning, and repairing—viz., 


15s. per lamp, the price actually obtained for that quantity of gas was 


This he stated in answer to Mr. Horn’s estimate, that the gas cost the 
er 1000. How Mr. Horn arrived at that conclusion he 


only 6s. per 1000 for cannel gas, the 
parish were actually paying 8s. per 1000 for the public lamps. He 
wished these facts to be known to the ratepayers, and if he was not very much 
mistaken, they would be known. Was it reasonable for this board to make 
such a contract as they had done with the Chartered Company, and then to 
attempt to suppress the facts of the case when a simple return of this nature 
was asked for. What danger could there be to the public interest by the 
truth of the matter being known? However, if the board were content to | 
submit to the obloquy of having made such a contract, he would not share | 
it, but would continually protest against it. As to the use which was in- | 





meant to publish it to the ratepayers far and wide, and let them know what | 
they were paying for the public lighting, leaving it to those who had made the 
contract to justify their conduct as best they could. He well remembered 
that, when this contract was being made and these facts were exposed, it 
was said—‘* Never mind, it is only for a year; and you are going to Par- 
liament, and will get a remedy for all these things.”” But, if he understood | 
the temper of this board and of other boards in the metropolis, there was a | 
great hanging back; an immense disinclination to go to Parliament, and a! 
great stinginess in money matters. The board called this economy, and yet 
they were content to pay £1600 a year more than necessary to a gas com- | 
pany, and, when an attempt was made to bring out the fact, opposed it on | 
the ground that the return asked for was frivolous and vexatious. As a | 
matter of justice to themselves and to the ratepayers, he asked them to con- | 
sent to his motion. If, however, the board refused it, he would reiterate | 
the statement over and over again, on his own responsibility, and it should | 
be made known all over the metropolis. 
The motion was then put to a show of hands, and carried by a majority of 
13 to 5, there being 20 members present. 
After the transaction of some other business, | 
Mr. Hueues moved the following resolution :—‘‘ That, notwithstanding 
any rule, bye-law, resolution, or act of the board to the contrary—to sign a) 
cheque for £90 voted by this board on the 13th day of January last, towards | 
the expenses of the gas inquiry; and that the treasurer be authorized to | | 
pay such cheque upon the signature of any three members present at such | | 
meeting, countersigned by the clerk.” After referring to the discussions | 
upon this subject, and to the refusal of the finance committee to comply | 


lations pare mg inserted in contracts, by which the companies were gra- | 

e ascendancy over the public. But he would rather not | 
refer to those matters at any length, because this motion stood upon a dis- | 
tinct ground, and the board were already pledged to contribute the amount 
mentioned in it. He should regret exceedingly if other boards had the 
opportunity of wep the finger at them, andsthat they should become, 

they refused to redeem their pledge, the laughing-stock of 
the whole metropolis. 

Mr. CLARKE seconded the motion. 

Mr. T. Horn opposed it most strongly. The finance committee, acting 
on the advice of the first solicitors in the kingdom, declined to sign the 
cheque on account of the illegality of applying parish funds to such a pur- 
pose. Since the last discussion upon the subject, the board had been fa- 
voured with a return of the amount paid by the various parishes in the me- 
tropolis; and he would now ask Mr. Hughes whether those parishes which 
hed prouniond to pay certain sums had been called on to fulfil their pro- 
mises? Looking through the list he had referred to, he found that the 
rateable value of property in the metropolitan district was $12,000,000, and 
the amount of money promised — board conditionally was £200. 

Mr. Hucues rose to order. is was not a discussion upon the propriety 
of voting the money; it had been already granted, and it was not compe- 
tent for a member to argue the question over again. All they were now 
called upon to do was, to carry out a previous resolution of the board. 

The CHarrMan said that was precisely the case, but, if —— board 
had passed an illegal resolution, it was surely competent to this board to set 
the matter right, if possible. 

Mr. T. Horn continued: The rateable valuable of the 47 districts in the 
metropolis was £12,000,000. The subscriptions received on account of the 
gas inquiry were £1575; showing that fair ion for this board 
was about £35. As, however, they had already paid £110, it was evident 
they had done more than their duty. In looking over this list, he found 
that many of the parishes had scarcely subscribed anything, although they 
were to receive the same benefits, if, indeed, any benefit would arise from 
the inquiry. Why was not an effort made to get parishes which had not: 
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paid their proportion to doso? The best authority in confirmation of his 
view, that this parish should not pay more than it had done, was the report 
published oY Mr. Hughes. In a report which had been laid before the 
board, Mr. Hughes distinctly stated that it was proposed for each parish to 
pay in proportion to its rateable value, and the board itself, in May last, 
came to a resolution :—‘‘ That the preparation, introduction, and prosecu- 
tion of the proposed bill in Parliament, shall be under the control of the 
delegates representing parishes which subscribe rateably to the expenses 
thereof.’” Now he would ask, whether the gentlemen who were conducting 
this bill, had paid fairly and equitably according to the rateable value of 
the districts they represented? But, apart from this, the advice given to the 
board was, that the payment was an illegal one ; the finance committee had 
acted wisely in refusing to sign the cheque, and he trusted the board would 
confirm their decision. 

Mr. DEAKIN said, it could not be expected that parishes which were not 
suffering from the effect of the gas monopoly, would contribute in the pro- 
sana of those in which the companies tyrannized over them. He did not 

lieve there would have been any danger in the committee signing the 
- ue, a thought they would have been safe as acting under the orders of 
the board. 

Mr. ScupamoreE said, before the cheque was signed, he thought it would 
be well that Mr. Hughes, as one of the delegates, should inform the board 
in what stage the parliamentary proceedings were at the present time. 
They ought to know whether there was any prospect of the bill being per- 
severed in, or of an arrangement being come to with the companies. 

Mr. Rocers, in answer to Mr. Doughty, said, that supposing it should 
turn out as he had advised the board, that the payment was illegal, those 
gentlemen who voted for it would be liable to subscribe, in order to refund 
the amount to the board. 

Mr. PENN thought this statement was only intended to frighten them. 

Mr. RoGers said it was the course invariably pursued under the Poor- 
law Management Act. In the first instance, those gentlemen who signed 
the cheque, and then those who voted for it, were liable for its repayment. 

Mr. PENN recommended that they should all vote for it, and then it would 
fall lightly on each. 

Mr. Rocers said, the 49th section of the bill now before the House of 
Commons referred to the expenses attending the passage of the bill through 
Parliament. It was as follows :—‘‘ Every local authority may contribute 
towards the costs, charges, and expenses incurred, during the present or 
any preceding session, in and about the soliciting of this Act and the pro- 
ceedings preliminary thereto, such a sum as the local authority think rea- 
sonable, and may confirm any payment or advance thereto made by the local 
authority for the purpose.”” Now this clause would be a perfect dead letter, 
as it was simply permissive. What he would propose, was something of 
this kind :—‘* That the costs, charges, and expenses, in and about the so- 
liciting of this Act and the proceedings preliminary thereto, be taxed and 
ascertained by the taxing officer, appointed under the Act of 12th and 13th 
Vic. c. 78, and shall be charged and assessed upon the several vestries and 
district boards mentioned in schedules A. and B., and the several places 
mentioned in schedule C. to the 18th and 19th Vic. c. 120, entitled ‘An 
Act for the better Local Management of the Metropolis,’ in such manner 
and in such proportions as the Metropolitan Board of Works shall fix and 
determine ; and that the several proportions so to be fixed and determined 
by the said board, shall be recovered in like manner as if the same were 
required by the said board, for the general purposes of the said last-men- 
tioned Act.” 

Mr. Hueues said there could be no objection to such a clause as that, 
and he thought the board and the public ought to feel obliged to Mr. Rogers 
for suggesting it. He was quite sure it would meet with the views of the 
delegates, and would carry out the wishes expressed at the meeting of vestry 
clerks. And he might state here that many of the clauses of the bill, it was 


ill which had been read a second time, was the result of a compromise be- 


pose modifications of the clauses, and they were not bound by any one of 
‘them. He was quite prepared to say, in reference to the 49th clause, that in 
the opinion of the delegates it must be something more than a permissive 
one. Something had been said about the auditors refusing to pass the 
item in the accounts of the board for the contribution towards this bill. 
The auditors had been always held up to the board as a bugbear, but he 
said most distinctly, that he believed the auditors, in objecting to this pay- 


were ratepayers like themselves, and he did not believe it was intended by 
the Metropolitan Management Act to give them power to object to any- 
thing the board did. If, however, their objection to this payment were cor- 
rect, he should beg leave to bring under their notice the present lighting 


|| say it was reasonable they should do so, All that the auditors were appointed 


to auditors appointed under the Poor-law Act. 


elected by the ratepayers generally, and the latter by the guardians. 

Mr. Hucues said, although no opposition had been offered to the second 
reading of the bill, a large number of petitions had been presented against it, 
so that no doubt that there would be a very severe fight. The clauses which 
had been inserted were of the utmost importance to the public, and if the 
|| bill in its present form should pass, there would be an uniform price all over 
|| London, a constant pressure on the mains, and a high illuminating quality 
|, of gas. There was also a provision in the bill for settling all disputes 
|| between the parishes and the companies by arbitration, and that alone would 
|| be an enormous boon to the metropolis, and save many of the contests 
|| which now took place. In reference to Mr. Horn’s statement as to the 
|| rateable value and proportion of contribution, he did not feel called on to 
!|make areply, but it could be done if necessary. He might, however, say 
| that there were large portions of the metropolis, such as those supplied by 
|, the Imperial Company, where they had never suffered anything by the 
| | districting arrangements, because they had never enjoyed the previous ad- 
| vantage of competition. But the case of Westminster was different. 
|| Formerly, they had three companies supplying them, where now they had 
|| only one, and therefore they were entirely at their mercy to do with them 
||as they pleased. With respect to the meter and other grievances, they were 
|in no way diminished. He had recently inspected a meter which, on being 
|| tested by gas at three different pressures, registered 10 per cent. against 
|| the consumer, although it had been previously sent to the Chartered Com- 
1 ay and returned with the assurance that it was 7} per cent. in his favour. 
| | n Mile-End Old Town, the testing showed that the whole of the meters were 
i 











oper J understood, at the present time were open to suggestion. The | | 

deputation to this extent : that, if it is possible (with due regard to the secu- | 
tween the companies and the delegates as it stood. The compromise was of | 
this nature, that either party might appear before the committee and pro- | 


ment, had far exceeded their duty. They were not official auditors—they | 


contract of this board with the Chartered and Western Gas Companies, and | 
would ask them whether the £1600 paid to them in excess ought to be al- | 
lowed? But would the auditors take that responsibility, or would the board | 


|| for was to see that the payments were properly vouched, and not to say that | 
|| such and such things were either legal or illegal. They were quite ditferent 


Mr. RoGers said there was no difference, except that the former were 
| ** The Act, which uses the general word ‘testing,’ without any description of 





in error, from 5 to 22 per cent. With respect to the expenditure of the money | | 
voted by the board to this inquiry, it had been said that £200 was a very | | 
large contribution. On the contrary, he asserted that it was the very soul of | | 
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economy, and that they would save thousands of pounds by it. The dele- | | 
gates were called ‘‘ agitators,”’ but, although he did not object to be so called, | 

he said they were not the real agitators. ‘The term was far more applicable | | 
to the Gas Companies ; for, until they commenced their districting arrange- | | 
ments, all went on smoothly enough. |} 

The motion was then put, when there appeared, for it, 13; against it, 5; || 
majority, 8. | 

Mr. T. Horn demanded a division, which, on being taken, showed the | 
same results. | 

The cheque for the £90 having been drawn, was handed to the chairman, | 
who asked which three members of the board would sign it? Mr. Hughes || 
and Mr. Clarke thought that they, being delegates, had better not sign, as || 
it was a payment to themselves; and there seemed a general disinclination | 
on the part of the members, several of whom prepared to leave the room, to | 
append their namestothe document. We believe the namesof Messrs. Hughes, 
Clarke, and Deakin were, however, ultimately affixed to it. 

Mr. Austin moved, and Mr. DovGury seconded, the following resolution 
on the clause proposed by Mr. Rogers in the bill, which was agreed to :— 
‘*That the delegates from this board be instructed to obtain the insertion 
of the clause now read relative to the expenses incurred in passing the Gas 
ry eg Bill, now before the House, in lieu of clause No. 49 in the 
said bill. 

The consideration of the petition to Parliament relative to the Gas 
(Metropolis) Bill, and other matters, were adjourned for a fortnight. 


SALE OF GAS ACT. 
FURTHER REPORT FROM THE ASTRONOMER ROYAL. 
Royal Observatory, Greenwich, March 12, 1860. 
Sir,—Adverting to the circumstance that I had the honour to be present | 

on occasion of your receiving a deputation of manufacturers of gas-meters, | 
&e., introduced by H. B. Sheridan, Esq., M.P., on the 9th instant, I have | 
now to state that I was also present, by your request, at the reception sub- | 
sequently held by the Right Honourable the President of the Board of Trade | | 
of the same deputation; and that, generally, I have beard the remarks of || 








‘the deputation on the present position of the question of legislation for gas- | | 


measures, 
2. The deputation appeared, in the first instance, to be impressed with the {| 
idea (I know not whence derived), that it had been in contemplation to re- || 
uire that meters should be tested by some instrument other than that which || 
Time described in the report, paragraph 15 (A.), and to which I have at- | | 
tached the name “ gas-measurer.” It appeared sufficient to refer the depu- | 
tation to the general spirit of the report, and in particular to paragraphs 16, | 
16, &c., 20, 36, in order to show that no deviation from established practice | | 
in that respect was proposed; and the members of the deputation were, as I | | 
trust, entirely satisfied on this point. | 
3. The suggestions in the report, paragraph 20, had led some members of | 
the deputation to imagine that the constant employment of a person of skill, ! 
at a high salary, would be required in each local office; it was, however, | 
pointed out that the operations there indicated were to be performed only | 
once, or repeated at wide intervals; and the members were, I believe, sutis- | 
fied with this explanation. 
4, The deputation, however, pointed out with great force the calamitous 
consequences of referring the questions of gas-measuring to the Legislature 
at the present time for further legislation ; and also the great inconvenience | 
of even delaying for any long period the operation of the Act 22 and 23 Vict., 
c. 66, in the sense (to be hereafter explained) in which they had understood | 
it. Iam confident that, after the explanations given to yourself by the de-| 
putation, my Lords Commissioners of the Treasury will sympathize with the | 


} 
| 


rity for preventing frauds in the sale of gas, which that Act intended to give) | 
to use the Act as a valid exponent of the intentions of the Legislature, very | 
great benefit will be conferred on a large body by abstaining for the present 


| from further legislation, and by bringing the Act 22 and 23 Vict., c. 66, into | 


operation, in the sense indicated by the deputation, with all convenient 


| speed. With the view of ascertaining the practicability of this course, I 


have the honour to submit the following remarks :— 
5. The deputation stated us their views :— | 
(1.) That the instrument described in section 3 of the Act as “ gas- | 
holder,”’ designates that particular instrument to which, in report, para- | 
graph 15, I have given the name of ‘‘ gas-measurer,” and no other; and | 
that a model or models of this particular instrument ought to be depo- 
sited in the Exchequer-Office ; and that copies of these models, required | 
for local use, ought to be verified and stamped at the Exchequer-Ottice. 
(IL.) That further legislation on the points explained in the report, 
paragraphs 24 to 30, as suggested in paragraph 37, is unnecessary ; the 
wording of section 12 of the Act being, in the opinion of the deputation, | 
sufticient to cover the whole of the points there considered. 
In commenting on these, I will begin with the second, as the more im- 
ortant. 
4 6. On referring to paragraph 27 of the report, it will be perceived that my 
opinion on the necessity of legislation is based upon the following idea :— 


the process, must be interpreted, I presume, as sanctioning the process in | 
ordinary use at the time of its enactment ;”’ which idea, with others (not | 
questions of fact, but of legal interpretation, and the like), were submitted | 
by me to their lordships’ judgment. On the fact as to the process in ordi- 
nary use, I believe that no doubt can be raised. I have seen a gas-meter | 
tested (after complaint) at a company’s office, and there was no thought of | 
examining its train of wheel-work ; and in the office of the Surrey inspector, 
where very many hundreds (I believe many thousands) have been tested, 1) 
understood that the wheel-train was never examined. (I mention this with- | 
out attaching the slightest blame to the excellent officer in charge of that! 
office, who is reputed to have discharged its duties with great care and skill, | 
to the extent to which they were considered to be a proper part of his func- 
tions.) In estimating the intentions of the Legislature (as interpreted ac- | 
cording to usual rules) to adopt this omission, it is to be borne in mind that} 
most precise rules are given in the Act, section 13, in regard to conditions of || 
testing, vastly inferior in importance to that indicated above. 

7. It was contended by the deputation that the repeated use of the words 
“* to register,” in the 12th section of the Act, as in the following phrases, || 
viz. :— 

(Line 1.) ‘* Found by the inspector to register ;”’ . 

(Line 5.) “ Be capable of being made - to register ;’’ 

(Line 9.) ‘** Capable of being made to register ;”” 

Line 12.) ‘“‘ To measure and register ;”’ 
Also, line 14 and line 25) ; 
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does, in fact, include the action of the whole of the wheel-work, by which a 
register of the quantity of gas transmitted is conveyed to the index-dials; and 
that, by the operation of these words, the powers and responsibilities of the 
inspector are conveyed by the 12th section of the Act to exactly the same ex- 
tent as would be done by the enactments which I suggested in report, 
paragraph 37, ; 

8. In this state, I have the honour to submit the question of legal inter- 
pretation to their lordships’ decision. If their lordships should decide that 
the 12th section conveys all that I desired to suggest, there will be no neces- 
sity, in my opinion, for further legislation at the present time. 

9. If, however, their lordships should so decide, I would ask leave earnestly 
to impress upon them the necessity of stating, most clearly and positively, 
the duty of the inspectors to examine the train of wheel-work, and of using 
adequate means for enforcing the discharge of that duty. If this is not done, 
the nnwillingness of officers to undertake any new duty, a where 
some little trouble is involved, will infallibly lead to its total neglect; the 
counter-boxes will still be so constructed as to probibit examination, and the 
whole Act will become (as was stated by the Right Honourable the Comp- 
troller-General of the Exchequer) a delusion. 

10. On the supposition that the sufficiency of the Act, in regard to the 
examination of the counters’ wheel-work, is maintained, by their lerdships’ 
judgment, I proceed to examine the first point mooted by the deputation— 
Article 5 (above). 

11. It will be remarked by their lordships, that the apparatus necessary 
for the testing of gas-meters consists of the following parts, each of which is 
“ery ¥ the preparation of that which follows it (see report, paragraphs 
6, 7, 8, 15) :— 

at: Deight of 62°321 pounds ; 
A vessel containing one cubic foot ; 
A transferrer, by which successive cubic feet can be discharged into 
another vessel ; 
A gas-measurer, applicable immediately to the testing of meters. 

The Act 22 and 23 Vict., c. 66, sections 2 and 3, alludes only to the fol- 

lowing :— 

A weight; 

A cubic foot ; 

Gasholders ; 
and in interpreting the Act, it was necessary to decide which parts of the 
“necessary apparatus,” described above, should be considered as the * gas- 
holders.”” For reasons detailed in report, paragraph 9, I submitted that it 
would be best to recognize the ‘ transferrer’’ as the “ gasholder”’ of the Act. 
One of these reasons, tending to exclude the ‘‘ gas-measurer,”’ was that (being 
very cumbrous, and requiring separation of its essential parts after testing, 
and subsequent reunion) it is very likely to be damaged in travelling, and 
the Exchequer stamp can convey no authentic evidence that its state, when 
in use, is the same as its state when tested at the Exchequer. 
12. I have now the honour to submit the following course, which, as I 
think, would tend greatly to remove all difficulties :— 
That the word *‘ gasholders” in the Act 22 and 238 Vict., c. 66, s. 3, be 
interpreted as including both the “‘ transferrer”’ and the “ gas-measurer.” 
That models of “* gas-measurers,’’ of convenient capacities (as 1 foot, 5 feet, 
10 feet), be prepared for the Exchequer-Office (a model of the ‘‘ transferrer ”’ 
having been already prepared). 
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That, with the view of making the testing of gas-measurers for local offices 
as accurate and valid as circumstances will permit, the following rules be 
laid down :—(1.) Every gas-measurer intended for examination is to have 
its scale fixed to the side of its bell, at a place midway between the points of 
suspension, which scale alone will be the subject of the Exchequer attestation 
(the officers who use the instrument being free to attach other scales to the 
supporting pillars, or to the pulley-wheel, as they may judge best for their 
own convenience), (2.) The bell only, with its scale attached, will be re- 
quired to be brought to the Exchequer-Office, where cisterns and supporting 
apparatus, fitted with the ordinary and cycloidal pulleys, will be provided. 

13. It is proper to remark, that the construction to which I have alluded 
(the bell bearing its scale fixed to its side) is exclusively admitted in the 
regulations of several foreign countries. ‘heir lordships will perceive that 
the objections of the gas-measurer, as possibly not representing, in a distant 
locality, the same instrument which was authenticated at the Exchequer, are, 
by the use of this construction, deprived of much of their force; the principal 
remaining ground of distrust being the chance of injury to the bell on its 
ourney. 

. 14, Although the gas-measurer, whose bell and accompanying scale are 
thus tested at the Exchequer, and mounted in a distant locality, is not quite 
so rigorously proved to be correct as if it were tested on the spot; yet I think 
that the reliance which may be placed on it will render the appointment of 
an itinerary inspector, as suggested in report, paragraph 39, unnecessary in 
the first instance. At the same time, I imagine that it will be scarcely pos- 
sible to bring into action a new system, like that of gas-measure verification, 
without placing the whole in the charge of one special officer, one of whose 
duties might sometimes be, to examine on the spot the state of the gas- 
measurers. I have, &ce., G. B. Arry, 

George A. Hamilton, Esq., M.P., &c. &c. &c., 

Secretary to the Treasury. 


EccLeFrEcnan, DuMFRIESSHIRE.—The gas-works in this town will now 
roceed with considerable activity. The directors and the secretary, 
Javid Ewart, Esq., banker, with Mr. A. Scott, C.E., Dumfries, the company’s 

engineer, held a meeting in the new School Room, on Saturday week last, 
for the purpose of examining the tenders and deciding upon the contractors, 
when the works were ail let. The competitors were not only numerous 
but the competition was very close, for each of the different departments. 
The buildings embrace a handsome cottage, ,office, and workshop; the 
works are to have a lofty brick chimney, and, when fully completed, will, 
it is stated, cost considerably more than of £1000. 

PRESENTATION OF A TESTIMONIAL TO Mr W. J. WARNER.—On Monday 
last, the men employed by the Bath Gas-Light and Coke Company, under 
the direction of Mr. Warner, the chief inspector, (14 in number) met in their 
new workshops and invited the chairman (who was on the works at the 
time), Mr. Helps, the secretary, and Mr. Warner, to meet them, when they 
presented to Mr. Warner a silver cup bearing the following inscription:— 
“ Presented to W. J. Warner, Inspector of the Bath Gas Company, as a 
mark of respect, by the men employed under him, 1860.” Wine was pro- 
vided by the men, and the health of the chairman, secretary, inspector, and | 
men, was drunk, and a pleasant hour was spent between the men and the | 
representatives of the company. 
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E. W. LADD and CO. are now prepared to supply Copies of the Standard Cubic Foot 
constructed by them for the Office of Her Majesty’s Exchequer. 


E. W. LADD AND CO., 


Standard Weight and Measure Manufacturers, and Hydrometer, &c., Makers to the 
Board of Inland Revenue, 
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Fo Sale, a Central Hydraulic Valve 
: for two Purifiers, with 9-inch Connexions. 
‘| Only in use-about three years, and quite perfect. 

For particulars, inquire of Epwarp Cockey and 
Sons, Fooua. 


TO GASLIGHT COMPANIES, GAS ENGINEERS: 
AND SHIPPING AGENTS. 





RETORTS, Circular, in sections of different 
lengths. 15, 16, and 18-in. interior diameter. _ 
Apply to Z., Post Office, Dupiey, which will have 
every attention paid to. 


ANTED to purchase, the following 
second-hand Machinery :— 
A GASHOLDER (with Iron Tank preferred). 
tents, from 6000 to 12000. 
A STATION-METER, to pass 2000 to 4000; and 
A GOVERNOR, to pass 4000 to 6000 per hour. 
Must be in good condition, 
Address, stating Maker’s name, age, and lowest 
ice, to Mr. WEBB, Gas-Works, TOWCESTER, or to 
r. HUNTER Jonzs, Gas-Works, NOKTHAMPTON. 





Con- 





TO TAR DISTILLERS AND OTHERS. 


[HE Directors of the Tunbridge Wells 


the purchase of the whole (or a less portion) of the sur- 
plus TAR produced at their Works for one year. 
timated quantity for sale 15,000 to 20,000 ions. The 
Contractor wlll be required to provide proper Casks, 


| of not exceeding Three Weeks. 

Payment to be made quarterly. 

Tenders to be sent to the Company’s Office, Tun- 
bridge Wells, by not later than Six P.M, on Wednes- 
day, the 9th of May, marked “ Tender for Tar,” and ad- 


right to reject any Tender. 
By order, JouHN READ, Secretary. 
Tunbridge Wells, April 21, 1560. 
BOROUGH OF CORK. 
NOTICE TO PRACTICAL ENGINEERS. 


CORPORATION of CORK will receive Appli- 
cations from Persons desirous to compete for the 


ENGINEER, to take charge of the Water-Works of 
the Borough, and to inspeet Gas-Meters and Gas. 


age will be selected. ¥ A 

Sealed Applications, endorsed outside, “ Applicant for 
Office of Engineer of Water-Works,” to be accompanied 
| with Testi ials as to professional ability, &c., &c., 
| will be received by the undersigned, at his office, Court 
House, Cork, on or before Tuesday, the Ist day of May; 
and from whom further particulars may be obtained. 

By order, 
ALEX. M‘CartTuy, jun., Town-Clerk. 
Cork, April 17, 1860. 











TO GASHOLDER MAKERS. 


| | (HE Directors of the Arundel Gaslight 

\ | and COKE COMPANY are desirous of receiving 

| Tenders for the Supply and Erection, on their Works 
{at ‘fortington, near Arundel, of a GASHOLDER, 33 

| | feet in diameter and 12 feet deep. 

|| _ Plans and Specifications may be seen at the offices of 

|| the Secretary to the Company, at Arundel, and at the 

{ offices of Mr. Charles Dixon, Engineer, Chichester, 

| between the hours of nine and five. 

| Tenders to be sent in, addressed to Mr. RicnHarp 
|| Hotmes, the Secretary of the Gas Company, ARUNDEL, 

I before ten o’clock A.M. on Friday, the 18th of May 
| next, marked “ Tender for Gasholder.” 

|| The Company do not pledge themselves to accept the 

| lowest Tender. 

| 

{ 





| Arundel, April 14, 1860. 
| 


TO ENGINEERS AND GAS COMPANIES. 


0 be Sold, a bargain, a set of Three 

PURIFIERS and Hydraulic CENTRE-VALVE, 

with all the necessary 5-inch Pipes, Bends, &c., for 

connexions from Centre-Valve to Purifiers. The dimen- 

sions of the Purifiers are 4 feet by 4 feet, by 2 feet 8 

inches in depth, with four tiers of Sieves to each Puri- 
fier, with all the necessary Lifting-Screws. 

Also a WASHER, 6 feet by 4 feet, and 2 feet 6inches 
in depth, with all the necessary 5-inch Connexions, 
Pipes, and Bends, Inlets and Outlets, and By-pass 
Valves, all in excellent working order. The only 
reason of their being parted with is to make room for 
larger ones, They are capable of purifying 1000 cubic 
feet of gas per hour. 

May be seen upon application at the Gas-Works, 
Dunstable, Bedfordshire. For price or further par- 
ticulars, apply to the Secretary, W. SouTHaM, 
DUNSTABLE. 





CAUTION. 
TO GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS AND 
OTHERS 


THE Undersigned hereby caution 

Meter Manufacturers and others against in- 
fringing the exclusive right of the Undersigned to the 
use of the Screw Adjustment for regulating the Height 
of the Overflow-Pipes in Wet Gas-Meters, as described 
in the Specification of the Letters Patent granted to 
Crosley and Goldsmith on the 19th of April, 1856; as 
well as against infringing aon sieer portions of that or 
any other Patent of the said William Crosley; and 

NOTICE is further given, that all Infringers of the 
said Inventions, or any portions of them, will be pro- 
ceeded against. CROSLEY & CO. 





103, SourHwark Brrpce Roan, 
LonDon, Avg. 29, 1839. 





Sale, a quantity of Fire-Clay | 


GAS COMPANY will be prepared, on Wednes- | 
day, the 9th of May next, to receive TENDERS for | 


Es- | 


&c.; and remove the Tar at his own cost, at intervals | 


dressed to the SECRETARY, of whom any further par- | 
ticulars may be ascertained. The directors reserve the | 


HE Water-Works Committee of the | 
appointment of RESIDENT SUPERINTENDENT | 


Salary, £170 per annum. No Person over 45 years of | 


| CHEAP AND EXPEDITIOUS MODE 
| oF 

| MAKING GAS, 

| PATENTED BY 


| R. GEORGE WALLCOTT? 
24, ABCHURCH LANE, 
CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


ADVANTAGES. 

| The whole of the Furnace Fire is employed where 

needed; whereas, by the common method, half is lost 

by the reverse sides of flues and arches. The 
| construction of the Receptacles (Retorts) is extremely 
simple, cheap, and lasting. An arrangement whereby 
the Carbon enerusting the inside of Receptacles 
(Retorts) is easily removed. 

Arrangements may be made for working this patent 
in Scotland and Ireland; also, for taking out the 
patent for France, &c. 


ORGE ANDERSON 2 oas and 


CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
| 104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 
DIRECT-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


| supplied either with or without Steam-Engines and 
Boilers. 


- FOUR-WAY DIAPHRAGM VALVES, 

one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, as applied to Purifiers, or in shutting off 
| and passing Station-Meters, Governors, or other ap- 
| paratus, while the Connecting-Pipes are also much 


simplified. 
RETORT SETTINGS, 
designed to be heated by Tar alone, and with a total 
absence of Smoke. 
Illustrated circulars, giving references and every in- 
formation, may be obtained on application as above. 








GAMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and Alteration of Works and every description of 
, Gas APPARATUS, 
PRrovipENCcCE IRON Works, 
MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— 

Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MaTTHEW 
NgsBIT, EIGHTON Moor Orrick, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. These coals are well known as among the 
richest in gas,and working the roundest on the River 
Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 


AMES NEWTON, 
(Established 1820,) 
| PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANT, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON. 
Depot for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
OHN ROGERSON and CO., 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE & MIDDLESBRO’- 
ON-TEES. 

Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and 

all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas-Works. 
| Fire-Brigks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every 

description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. 

Lonpon HOUSE: 
12, ROYAL EXCHANGE BUILDINGS, 


TQOBERT MACLAREN and CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGUW, 


Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 


gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 

MW SHEEN, Gas and Railway 
¢ Lantern Maker, 90}, Holborn Hill, begs to 

inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 

tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 

terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 


OSEPH WILLCOCK 
(late BARLOW and CO.), 

Mechanical and Architectural Draftsman, Designer, 

Serveyor, an «Lithographer to Gas Engineers and Gas 

Apparatus Manufacturers, formerly Superintending 

Engineer at the largest Gas Apparatus Manufactory on 
the Continent. 

Patent and Designs Office, 89, Chancery Lane, 
Lonpon, W.C. 




















PIRE BRICKS. 
THE MACHEN COLLIERY 


COMPANY, NEWPORT (MON.). 

Shippers of Fire-Goods of First-class quality manu- 
factured from a remarkably pure seam of Fire-Clay. 

Railway Communication by Broad or Narrow Gauge 
with all parts of the Kingdom, and by Seaboard, 
Coastwise, and Foreign. 

Lonwpon AGENT: 
Mr. JOHN ROBATHAM, 
CLINK STREET, BANKSIDE, SOUTHWARK, 
where a stuck of the abeve is always kept. 








TO GAS COMPANIES, CONTRACTORS, 
AND OTHERS. 


HE Vestry and the Parish of Ber- 

mondsey, Surrey, are desirous of treating with 

any Person or Persons willing to SUPPL¥ the PUBLIC 

LAMPS in their District with Gas, or other equally 

powerful illuminating material, for a period of Three, 

Five, Seven, Ten, or Fourteen Years, trom Mid- 
summer, 1861, 

The number of Public Lamps at present lighted is 
614; but, as a large portion J the Parish is being laid 
out for Building Purposes, that number will be in- 
creased materially. If Gas be supplied, it is to be pure 
Carburetted Hydrogen, free from Sulphur and 
Ammonia. 

The Contractor will have to provide and maintain all 
Lamp-posts, Brackets, Lanthorns, and other necessary 
Fittings which may be required during the Term. 

Further information may be obtained upon applica-| | 
tion at the Vestry Office, in Maltby Street, BERMOND.| | 
SEY, prior to the 7th of May next, when the Vestry 
will meet to consider Tenders or Applications. 

April 3, 1860. GzorceE H. Drew, Clerk. 








TO GAS & WATER COMPANIES, ENGINEERS 
AND FITTERS. 


RSIDE’S Registered Tube-Vice 
holds all sizes of Wrought-Iron and Brass Tubes 
with the greatest firmness and least possible pressure; 
consequently it is not so liable to split or damage the 
Tubes as the ordinary Vice, and considerably facili- 
tates the Workman, who may do almost double the 
quantity of work. Also, | 
GARSIDE’S IMPROVED MAIN - DRILLING 
CLIPS, for Drilling Holes for Service-Pipes. With|| 
this instrument the perforation of Pipes for the attach-| 
ment of smaller Tubes can be effected with great ease | | 
and precision. Likewise, 
HEAP’S REGISTERED GAS TONGS, most highly 
approved of as vastly superior to those in present use, 
Stocks, ‘Taps, and Dies, together with all tools con- 
nected with Gas Engineering. 
For Drawings, Testimonials, and prices, apply to the 
Maker, 8. GaRsIDE, Stamford St., ASHTON-UNDER- 
LYNE. 


GAs Apparatus of every kind, and 
their action explained and thoroughly tested as | 
to the practicability of HEATING BATHS, Conserva-|| 
tories, Halls, Public Buildings, &c., for all kinds of| 
Cooking and Domestic Purposes, at PHILLIPS’S | 
MANUFACTORY, 55, Skinner Street, SNow HI Lt, |! 
E.C. (the Original Inventor and Patentee), Gas-Fitter 
by appointment to Her Majesty’s Government and 
many of the Nobility. |] 
N.B.—An assortment of Hughes’s Patent Safety! 
Atlas Chandeliers, and all kinds of Gas-fittings of a 
superior style and workmanship. 


| 


WALTER MABON, Engineer, | 
ARDWICK IRON WorKS, FAIRFIELD STREET) 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of | 
IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 
GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the facture of Gasholders, and other! 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. } 
GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort-| 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 
IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Marufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings. | 
PIPESand VALVES, for Gasand Water, from? inches 
to 48 inches hore. 


ENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun, 


DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKS, || 
Near DUDLEY, | 


Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, | 
Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &c., to any size 
or shape required. 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, | 
TO MODEL ok Drawina. | 
B. G. begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to | 
his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great | | 
satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England. 
References given, if required. 1 




















(ASNEL and COAL of the best de-) 
scriptions for making GAS and COKE. | 
(As per Analyses.) 

GAS CANNEL, lis., 15s. 6d., and 14s. per ton. 

GAS COAL, Lls. 6d., 9s. 6d., and 83. 6d. per ton. 

STEAM COAL, 10s., 9s. 6d., and 9s. per ton. 

All free on board Vessels in Liverpool. 

Handpicked Cannel and Coal about 10 per cent.|| 
additional. Concession in prices made for large 
quantities. | 

GAS APPARATUS of all descriptions, and on the 
most approved principles; also Purifying and other 
materials supplied. 

ANALYSES, PLANS, and ESTIMATES, and other 
information required, and the highest references furs] | 
nished on application. 

CONTRACTS for Materials and Works entered into. 

No charge made for Superintending Shipments, Pre- 
paring Bills of Lading, or passing Entries. 


EMANUEL TURNER and C0., 


ExPort OFFICES: 
34, CASTLE STREET, LIVERPOOL. 
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SERGE CS Sees. RAY, BAILEY, and BARTLEET A DDISON POTTER 
* ’ 
LBERT KELLER, Ghent.—The BERkLey STREET, BIRMINGHAM. WILLINGTON QUAY, 

removal of the import duties on Earthenware Manufacturers of Chandeliers and Gas Fittings, and | NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 





er, of Ghent, begs to draw the attention of description of Fire Clay Goods. 





the Gas Companies of London, and other Cities, to 


the very superior quality of the RETORTS manu- i | 

factured by him. They can be made of any size, in one HITEHOUSE and CO., Boiler and | ST and GREGSON, Gas-Meter 

piece, and of any form. ‘The price will bein proportion GASHOLDER MAKERS, = ao 

to the weight, and very moderate in comparison to GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, MANUFACTURERS, &e. 

a= value. . aa a . WEDNESBURY, UNION STREET, OLDHAM. 
ommuniations, addressed to ALBERT KELLER’ | Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 

GuENT, will receive immediate attention. of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article | Registers, haem g Experimental Gasholders, Go- 

they manufacture, both in respect of theironemployed, | vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 


HARLES BOTTEN and SON, and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in W.and G. would respectfully call the attention of 


proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the | Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters 
ENGINEERS & METER-MAKERS, | most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of | having made and erected the largest in use at the 
CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREET, theprincipalofthelarge Gas Companiesofthekingdom, | present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock~- 
CLERKENWELL, LONDON (E. C.). Orders promptly executed. port and ee Gas Works, on application to the 
Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- | —————————_ sbtiedshicitatictiendaaniibi 
sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, —— 


Pipes, & 0 Mr. BENJAMIN WHITEHOUSE, LESMAHAGO GAS COAL. 


Ce 
Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and GASHOLDER MAKER 
all Water-Fittings. WESTBROMWICH, wean BIRMINGHAM AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 
: 4 — = of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, Sir,—I feel great pleasure in expressing my satisfac- | fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 


tion at the manner in which you discharged your Lesmahago), respectfully intimate to the Managers of 
THROCKLEY, pap Rags erg ted ser baer neg nod Gas-Works and Consumers of Gas o— that they - 
LE sDER, 150 feet diameter an eet deep, erecte repared to ship the best quality of the above well- 
Sarena eee, . at this Company’s Nine Elm Station in 1857. From _— COALS akenewer Leith ; and also to deliver 
MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION or a gee (4 the pone Ihave closely watched its them at the railway stations upon, or connected with, 
working, and have never found the least defect eith i ilway y yhich y be 

FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, | 31 woritnancuip'or material, popu:  -quaiaustmcterndeemabpgnet res 
&e. &e. During the recent heavy gales the Gasholder, Price, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
LONDON OFFICEs: | although containing upwards of 1,000,000 cubic feet of | tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson 

716, KING WILLIAM STREET CITY } Gas, — —" perceptible indications of itsinfluence, | and Ce., Gas-Coal Works, Lesmahago. 
, , . | but worked as freely and easily as usual. Shipping Agent for Glasgow: 


A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on handin | RicHaRD JONES. pe ieee . -—— 
sender at the lowest Senet oven at Messrs. | Engineer to the London Gaslight Company. | MR. ALEXANDER STRATTON, 


Curistiz & Co.’s Wharf,64, Bankside, SouTHWARK. Vauxhall, London, Nov. 9, 1859. 159, West GEORGE STREET. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
_FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


MANUFACTURER OF 
PATENT DRY AND WATER GAS-METERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, AND APPARATUS, 


“EVANS’S” PHOTOMETERS, 


Experimental Meters, Minute Clocks, &c., Station Meters and Governors, 
STREET-LAMP GOVERNORS AND LAVA BURNERS, 





a the entry of Clay Retorts into England, Patent Steam Gauges. | Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks,and every 
Albert Ke ~ | 

| 

| 



































PATENT GAS VALVES. | | 


These Valves are formed of two Cast-Iron Cylinders, with segmental divisions, having the faces ground gas-tight—the 
upper Cylinder turning horizontally on the lower one. 
The lower Cylinder has pipes from each: division, communicating with the vessels to and from which the gas is to be) 
passed. The upper Cylinder has corresponding divisions, so arranged as to direct the passage of gas to the different segmental 
divisions in the lower part, and when it is turned on the face of the lower one, to alter the flow of gas from one vessel to another, 
Many of these Valves are now in use on Gas-Works; and, amongst others, the following may be mentioned :— 


CHELTENHAM GAS-WORKS.—A Valve for 2 Purifiers, with 9-inch Connexions. 
NEWPORT, MONMOUTHSHIRE.—Valves for 3 Purifiers, with 12-inch Connexions. 
BASINGSTOKE,.—A Valve for 3 Purifiers, with 6-inch Connexions. 
WARMINSTER.—A Valve for 2 Purifiers, with 6-inch Connexions, and Bye-pass Valve for Meter. 
GODALMING.—A Valve for 3 Purifiers, with 5-inch Connexions. 
RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT.—A Bye-pass Valve for Exhauster, with 9-inch Connexions. 

The Engineers of either of these Works have kindly allowed reference to be made to them. 


IRON WORKS, FROME SELWOOD. 
EDWARD COCKEY AND SONS 


ALSO MANUFACTURE . 


PURIFIERS, SCRUBBERS, CONDENSERS, ayp OTHER IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


HAVING PATTERNS SUITABLE FOR GAS-WORKS OF DIFFERENT SIZES. 


























——— 
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BOULTON'’S PATENT DRY GAS. METERS, 


Of which upwards of 24,000 are at present in use, having gained for themselves an unparalleled 
patronage from all the principal Gas Companies and Consumers, on account of their unerring registra- 
tion and the superior workmanship and materials used in their construction, enables the Patentee to 


sell them now at competitive prices with those of other makers. 
Every description of Improved Wet or Patent Dry Meters and Gas Apparatus manufactured by 


} 
JOSEPH BOULTON, | 
28, BAGNIGGE WELLS ROAD, CLERKENWELL. | 


All Meters warranted to comply with the requirements of Lord Redesdale’s “Sale of Gas Act.” | 


BENT AND SON, | 
283, BELL-BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 


(ESTABLISHED 1830,) | 
Manufacturers of 


J. C. BENT’S PATENT COMPENSATING GAS-METER; 
Also of 
ALLAN’S PATENT COMPENSATOR, 
Both of which are warranted to meet the requirements of the SALE OF GAS ACT. 


Station-Meters. Street ome of all kinds, plain and ornamental. | 


GUARANTEED 1 WITHIN THE SALE OF GAS ACT. 


ESSON’S KAY’S 
PATENT COMPENSATING GAS-METER. | PATENT HYDRAULIC-VALVE GAS-METER. 


MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 
WwikLLiAM COWAN, 


Buccleuch Street Works, EDINBURGH; and Strutt Street, MANCHESTER. 
ESTABLISHED 1827. 


FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS, AND STEAM PIPING, 
Is the only rerrect joint that has ever been constructed, and supplies the long-felt desideratum, by allowing for the expansion 
and contraction of metals, and for oscillation and deflection, without impairing the joint. Gas Companies will effect an incal- 
culable saving in adopting it, as compared with the present imperfect mode of jointing. 
Drawings, Estimates, and every particular, furnished on application to 


THOMAS SEAVILLE TRUSS, C.E., 53, GRACECHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


KING BROTHERS, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 












































HEAD orn MOUTH PIECE 





HEAD on MOUTH PIECE 


















SECTION 


GWwYMvZZZ WYLLIYIIWJ 


KING BROTHERS beg especially to call the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, which are 
|;made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for Burning Retorts, by which 
Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them 
FREE FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IN FORM. 
By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning, a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 
RETORT OVENS, FIRE-BRICKS, GUARDS, SADDLES, RABBITTED BURS, FLUES, AND QUARRIES, ARE ALL 
MANUFACTURED OF THE SAME QUALITY OF CLAY. 


Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘King Brothers, Stourbridge.” 
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PATENT SELF-ADJUSTING & COMPENSATING GAS-METERS 
CANNOT BE OVER OR UNDERCHARGED WITH WATER, 


and they consequently register the quantity of Gas consumed with greater accuracy than Meters in which the Water-Line is variable. 


MANUFACTURED BY 


CROSLEY & CdQO., 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 


N.B. The Patent Self-Adjusting and Compensating Apparatus may be applied to the ordinary Meter. 


Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to 
supply the special requirements of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. 

Also, Manufacturers of EXPERIMENT METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, 
&e. &e., similar to those used by Mr. King, of Liverpool. 


C. and Co. are the only house in the trade which has for years manufactured Meters 
according to the standard measure set forth in the 2nd Section of the “Sale of Gas 
|Act,” and which also comply with the rules laid down in the Section for testing 
meters. Purchasers of C. and Co.’s Meters may therefore be secured against any addi- 
tional expenses being incurred in order to adapt their Meters to the requirements 


of the new Act. 
WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 
(SUCCESSORS TO THE LATE SAMUEL CROSLEY,) 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C., 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
CAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND OTHER APPARATUS; 


ALSO, 


METERS FOR MEASURING WATER, &c., &c. 











IMPROVED LOW-SPOUTED GAS-METERS, 


Which completely meet the requirements of Lord Redesdale’s Sale of Gas Act, and are as simple in their construction, satis-| 
factory in working, and as low in price as the well-known Meters which have been made by W. P. and Co., and their prede- 
cessor, Mr. Samuel Crosley, during the last forty years, and of which there are about 300,000 now in use. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS | 


Of all Sizes, of the best Construction, Materials, and Workmanship, supplied on he shortest notice. 








1 
There are about 300 Station-Meters at work of their manufacture, of sizes varying from 750 to 60,000 cubic feet per hour, | 


| 

| 

of which the following are some of the principal ones, recently supplied by them to London Gas Companies, viz. :— (| 
1] 

| 





2 for 60,000 cubic feet per hour each to the Chartered Gaslight and Coke Company, Westminster ; 
1 ,, 40,000 - ‘i Chartered Gaslight and Coke Company, Brick Lane ; | 
2 ,, 60,000 - - London Gaslight Company, Vauxhall ; 1] 
1 ,, 60,000 o» o Commercial Gas Company, Stepney ; 

1 ,, 40,000 eo = Equitable Gas Company, Pimlico ; 

1 ,, 40,000 » ” 


| &e. &e. &e. 
And they have also supplied large Station-Meters to the Gas Companies at Birmingham, Nottingham, Sheffield, Southampton, | 
|| Leeds, Newport, Glasgow, Manchester, Dublin, Cork, and all the principal towns in the United Kingdom, as well as many on) 


the Continent, &c., &c. | 
Their Station Gas-Governors have been adopted by most of the above-named Companies, and have given universal. 


PRESSURE REGISTERS, _ EXPERIMENTAL METERS, PHOTOMETERS, | 
Minute Clocks, Consumers’ Gas-Governors, Pressure-Gauges, | 
STANDARD EXPERIMENTAL GASHOLDERS FOR PROVING METERS, &c. | 


GEORGE LOWE’S PATENT NAPHTHA BOXES AND MOTIVE-POWER METERS, 
WITH MACHINERY FOR WEIGHTS TO ASSIST THE SUPPLY OF GAS WHERE THE PRESSURE IS LOW. 
SPECIFIC CRAVITY APPARATUS, RAIN CAUCES, &c. | 


_—... 


Pheenix Gaslight Company, Greenwich, | 
| 


satisfaction. 
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EDWIN DIXON EONI’S Patent Adamas Gas- 
aye 

WOLVERHAMPTON PATENT WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS SREOGION. tstery fi 
Originally established in 1883, ture and are UNALTERABLE in the dimensions ‘of 


Manufacturer of Gas and other Tubes, Fittings, and articles of every description belonging to Gas, Water,or | their Apertures. 
team. Uniformity in the consumption of Gas is obtained 
by the process of manufacture, which ensures that the 
Burners shall be of precisely similar pattern. 
The Adamas Burners are confidently recommended | 
to Gas-Fitters, Consumers, and Companies. | 


E. D. had the honour of receiving the 








PRIZE MEDAL 
awarded to this Manufacture by the COUNCIL of the GREAT ENGLISH EXHIBITION of 1851; and from 
the latter date has supplied many towns exclusively with GALVANIZED and other Tubes for Gas and 
Water, under GOVERNMENT ENGINEERS. Sole Manufacturer and Patentee in Great Britain, | | 
S. Lgon1, Adamas Works, St. Paul Street, New North | | 


A City, containing 150,000 inhabitants, | Road, Lonpon, N. | 


has ety been entirely supplied with Tubes made at the above-named Works, and several others with | } 
ations nearly as great; in fact, the reputation now acquired induces this notice to the public. | 





popu 
Large Stocks generally on hand, averaging from one to three hundred thousand feet. M. R I C H A RD Ss 0 N and Cc 0., | 
HYDRAULIC PRESS TUBES, | SPRING GARDEN IRON-WORKS, | 
to resist 6000 lbs. and upwards to the square inch, extensively manufactured. H DUDLEY, near BIRMINGHAM, | 
STOCK DIES and SCREWING TACKLE | Manufacturers of Gas Apparatus in all its branches. || 


A large assortment of New and Second-hand Gas Ap- 
paratus constantly for Sale. } 


Gas Apparatus Enlarged and Exchanged. | 


of the best possible description. 
Every Tube carefully tested with Hydraulic-Pressure before leaving the Works. 


PADDON AND FORD, 


GAS-METER AND APPARATUS WORKS, | 
GRAY'S INN ROAD, LONDON. DAT tins onas of Grou Futhoton) beg | 


MANUFACTURERS OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, inform Gas Engiseers that they may now supersede the 1 
GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, &c. &c. material in general ye by A REVI ee OXIDE | | 

’ 4 Seah acend Kanal a OF MANGANESE of his preparing, which in efficacy | | 

Sole Manufacturers of ~~ et | ooties 4 bl spe a correct Water-Level in the | i. at east equal, and in economy superior, to Oxide of | | 


Tron. Owing to the greater chemical activity of Man-|| 
— manufactured by P. and F. are guaranteed to be in strict conformity with Lord Redesdale’s Sale of | ganese,common dry-lime purifiers of ordinary capacity | | 
as Act. 


will often be amply sufficient for it, though they may 
= epemmer of STATION: METERS, up to 80,000 feet per hour (being by far the largest in use), and 








GAS PURIFYING BY REVIVIFIABLE OXIDE 
OF MANGANESE. 








be too small for the Oxide of Iron material. 
ORS for MAINS, up to 24 inches, have been constructed by Paddon and Ford. These Meters | For Gas-Works possessing steam power, more || 

and Governors possess peculiar advantages.as regards strength and freedom of action. The Metersare warranted | especially such as are exposed to public complaint, || 
to offer less resistance than Meters generally. Mr, Laming re ds the purification to be done| | 
Manufacturers also of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring | either wholly or in part (depending on extent of appa-| 
any required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to | ratus) in out-of-doors scrubbers, hermetically sealed, | 





Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. ; bymeans of his liquid process, which is both economical, | | 
Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas-Works, andfevery description of apparatus required in Gas- | and meets all practical requirements. | 
Works supplied. { 118, Fenchurch Street, Aug. 1, 1859. 





FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 
FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 


HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Messrs. Horrocks, 
Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. 

To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged ; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 


PRICES MODERATE. 








JAMES OAKES and CO., | 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, | 


AND 

WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, | 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 

Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 
of various patterns, &c. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- | 


ate attention. re. 
CHARLES HoRSLEY, Agent. Kap 


C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civil engineering 
in general, 


F. & C. OSLER, 
45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 


Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingham—Established 1807, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
















y ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards | | 
4 fo (Made from ‘‘ ReGistTzRED’’ DesiIGNs), with GLAss BRANCHES, &Xc.; suitable | | 
Pai for DRAWING-RooMS and BALL-RooMs. The more extensive use of Gas in| 
if ik private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
Bit SF: tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their, 
A 1) RE OgP general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from | | 
(EBLE aS a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. | 
<> THBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 
ON THE LowEsT TERMS. | 


JAMES MEACOCK, | 


PATENT DRY AND WET GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
7, SNOW HILL, AND 16, WEST STREET, LONDON. | 


—— | ESTABLISHED 1836, 


A 


ee | J. M. invites attention to his Improvements in EXPERIMENTAL WET GAS-METERS, by 
= I which he renders impossible any eae from the Stuffing-Box. 

[| These METERS are GUARANTEED to meet all the 
REQUIREMENTS of the SALE OF GAS ACT. 














GOVERNORS, STATION-METERS. PHOTOMETERS, 
EXPERIMENTAL TESTING GASHOLDERS, HIGH-PRESSURE GAUGES, 











= 


AND ALL APPARATUS IN USE AT THE GAS MANUFACTORY. | 
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FIRE-CLAY ETORTS. 








ESTABLISHED IN 1798. 


JOSEPH CLIFF, 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 


THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHRD INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the Kingdom, From the peculiar 
composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing 


leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. : 
To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, the Premises have been 


re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to despatch than by any other House. 
THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 
{ LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 
For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 
( HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. 


M. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 
J, Gurr zs, Fire, Bricks, Clay ; BRYAN DONKIN & CO. 


RETORTS, &c. 
tte Nn keep always on stock their 
MBENEWTON. | . IMPROVED GAS VALVES 


WHADE er coeDe STATION | _ ad MT from 2 inches to 18 inches, price lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. per inch diameter 
\' RINGS CKOES | HH List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 27 inches, to be 
LONDON = ie ! had vn application. 
, | { } These Valves are all proved to 30 Ibs. on the square inch before leaving 
Orders for London and South of England to be ad- if i the works, 

dressed to Mr. NEwTon, Agent for the District, 16, i, BRYAN DONKIN & CO.,, 
al — New Hampstead Road, KENTISH Mh . t ENGINEERS, 

N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and alarge stock es | 7 

|| ot i and Lumps, always on hand at the above NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 

arf, 




















BiFtLEY IRON WORKS, ARRIS and PEARSON 


ROUGHT-IRON Guides for Gas. CHESTER-LE-STREET, PROPRIETORS OF 

Y¥ HOLDERS, when Trussed upon scientific DUBHAM. ; BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 

principles, are more capable of resisting strains, in Manaiaotery wr a ens as and MANUFACTURERS OF 

|| every direction, than Cast Columns ofany form can be; Machin or Gas Works and Water Works. j 

;}and weigh only one-fifth as much . the latter. Warchouss ta London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- | PIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS &C, 

|| Designs and Working Drawings for Guides and Ties | nections ofall sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, AMBLECOTE FIRE CLAY AND Brick Works, 

||ean be obtained of the Inventor, CHARLES Drxon, | Bankside, Southwark. é STOURBRIDGE, SG 
C.E., Chichester, SussEx. Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERKINS, 78, Lombard Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 

| Street. Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 














NOW READY, 


OL. VIII. of the JOURNAL of GAS BEST AND CHEAPEST SLUICE-COCK. 


} LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1859, price 2is., bound 

||in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. 1I., 11I., 

|| 1V., V., VI., and VII. are still on sale. 

W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 





Just Published, Price Is. ; by Post, Is. ld., 
LETTER to the Secretary of 
| STATE for the HOME DEPARTMENT on the 
|| SUPPLY of GAS in the METROPOLIS, 
By Tuomas G. Bartow, C.E. 
W. B. KiNG, I1, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, Lonpon,. 


ALFRED PENNY, Engineer | 
|" WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LON | 
y A AD, LONDON. > 
Rg yo —_ to inform Gas and } pone Compa- Y Ss P A = E N ae 
|| nies that he undertakes the erecti F th : : . s s 
| alteration of existing, wae ; por nant oe a 7 Above 3-inch diameter, price 10s. per inch. Brass face, 6d. per inch extra, 
pve nn ng nal matters commnstod — ga A Can be taken to pieces without being removed from the line of Piping. 
| . ye He © prepared to supply best Cold- | 
ies ——_ ey and ete Iron | N ° RT H W ILTS F ° UNDR Y; DEVIZ ES. 
orings, &c. &c., y i sed 
—<_ '~- | Wholesale Agents, Messrs. S. and E. RANSOME, 31, Essex Street, Strand, E.C., 
|%e* Country orders executed with care and despatch. | Where a Sample may be seen. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 




















W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY, 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
| CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
| Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS CVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
| London Agents: CHADWICK and AKEROYD, Willington Stone Wharf, Regent’s Park Basin. 
| Alarge stock of Pire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 


N.B.—Ezport orders continue to have prompt attention. 
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SALE OF GAS ACT. 








MESSRS. CROLL, RAIT, AND CO., 


Manufacturers of Croll’s Patent Improved 


DRY GAS-METER, 











Also Manufacture and Supply 


THST GAS-HOLDERS. 
And other Apparatus required by the Inspectors appointed in pursuance of the above Act. } 
Application for particulars to be made to the Factory, | 


= CANAL BRIDGE, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 
55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S. W., | 


MANUFACTURER OF 


CONSUMERS’ WET GAS-METERS, | 
r 
{| 
} 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 








Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
CONSUMERS’ COMPENSATING GAS-METERS, 


|| Which have secured the highest approbation and patronage, on account of their simplicity of construction, thorough efficiency, || 
1] and moderate price. 
| STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 
|| Of all sizes, constructed with the most careful regard to durability, accuracy, and freedom from excessive friction. A ees 

NUMBER are in use, and give perfect satisfaction. 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, | 
COMPRISING | 
| PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE) 
| AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS | 
| AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &c., &e. 
These apparatus are employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by nearly all the Gas 
Companies in London, for the use of the appointed testers in the various districts. 


1 WRIGHT’S REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, 


'|Is universally used, and affords valuable aid in effecting a due regulation of pressure, thereby saving much of the leakage arising 
fromheavy pressures when the consumption is decreasing. 


WRIGHT’S EXHAUSTER REGISTER and REGULATOR, 


are of the highest utility, as by the one a due check is maintained on the working of the Exhauster, and by the other all 
| § = y a on eye . ° . § al 
possibility of excessive exhaust is avoided. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, 


| Of all sizes, of the most perfect character, accurately graduated to the Exchequer Standard. 
| Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 
for Condensers, &c., &c. 
* Analysis of Gas for Practical Men,” by A. Wricut, M. Inst. C.E., post-free for 13 Stamps. 
Price-Lists oN APPLICATION. 


| ———————— 


_ D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 

PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 

|invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 

| any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 

| being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 

| GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 

DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 

| IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 

GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 

CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE, BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 

D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 

for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—60s. net. 

| Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. | 

Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 




















London: Printed by Witt1Am Bovoenton Krna (at the office of Joseph Clayton, 17, Bouverie Street, Fleet Street) ; and published by him at No. 11, Bolt Court, 
Vleet Street, in the City of London.—Tuesday, April 24, 1860. 











